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A  YOUNG  LADrS  REMARK. 


BEARDS  AND  WHISKERS 

ON  THE  RISE 
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BEAUTY  IN  THE  ASCENDANT. 


IN  CHICAGO 
IAT  YOUNG  LADY  OF  TON 

IN  CHICAGO 
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WHO  TOLD  MR.  LINCOLN, 

WHO  TOLD  MR.  LINCOLN. 
"FETCH  OUT  YOUR  BEARD  AND  WHISKERS!'* 
«'  FETCH  OUT  YOUR  BEARD  AND  WHISKERS  1* 
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GATE  HIM  GOOD  ADVICE 

GAVE  HIM  GOOD  ADVICE 

GAYS  HIM  GOOD  ADVICE 

GAVE  HIM  GOOD  ADYICC 

GAVE  HIM  GOOD  ADVICE 

GAVE  HIM  GOOD  ADVICE" 
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FOR  THE  UNION 
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BEAUTY  WITH  MANHOOD, 

BEAUTY  WITH  MANHOOD, 

BEAUTY  WITH  MANHOOD, 
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AND  WHEN  MB.  LINCOLN  PURCHASED 
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A    BOX 
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INFALLIBLY    STIMULATING    ONGCENT, 
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THE    RESULTS 

THE    RESULTS 

TOLD  TO  THE  WORLD 

TOLD  TO  THE  WORLD 

TOLD  TO  THE  WORLD 

THIS  :jREAT  TRUTH, 

THIS  GREAT  TRUTH, 

THIS  GREAi'  TRUTH, 

THAT 
THAT 
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BELLINGHAM'S  STIMULATING  ONGUBNT 
BELLINGHAM'S  STIMULATING  ONOUKNT 
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THE    MOST    EFFICACIOUS 

THE    MOST    EFFICACIOUS 

THE    MOST    EFFICACIOUS 

AMD 
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THE    MOST    PLEASIKG    AND    HEALTHY 

THE    MOST    PLEASING    aND    HE&LTHY 
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ARTICLE    OF    THE    KIND, 
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COMPOUNDED    UPON 
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THE   J.  B.  WILLIAMS   CO.'S 

PRESIDENT    PUZZLE. 


1  'mm-  ^^  -mr  ^mm*wx 

IT  is  a  curious  fact  that  all  but  3  Presidents  of  the  United  States  have  SHAVED. 
It  might  almost  be  said  to  follow,  that  if  one  desires  to  be  President  he  must  shave. 
It  can  be  said  truthfully  that  if  one  does  shave,  he  cannot  know  the  luxury  of  shaving 
except  he  use  WILLIAMS'  famous  "  GENUINE  YANKEE  SHAVING  SOAP." 

To  still  further  introduce  this  famous  soap,  which  is  now  used  by  "crowned  heads  " 
as  well  as  by  a  vast  army  of  "  shavers  "  in  nearly  every  part  of  the  globe,  we  offer  the 
following 

DF>  DR.  I  25  EL 

Cut  out  this  advertisement  and  write  opposite  each  one  of  these  chins  the  correct 
name  of  the  President  to  whom  it  belonged.  (For  example,  see  Grant's  chin  as  it  was 
in  1875.)  Send  this  to  us  with  10  cents  to  defray  expense  of  packing,  postage,  etc., 
and  we  will  send  you  by  mail  FREE  a  full  sized  Cake  of  the  famous  "GENUINE 
YANKEE  SHAVING  SOAP.  " 

All  men  who  shave  should  test  this  celebrated  article. 

Wives,  Mothers,  or  Children  may  accept  this  instructive  offer  and  obtain  a  cake 
of  this  famous  Shaving  Soap  for  a  Husband,  Father,  Brother,  or  Friend. 

Address  all  replies  to 

THE    J.  B.  WILLIAMS    CO.,  Glastonbury,  Conn. 

for  half  a  century  makers  of  fine  shaving  soaps. 


June,  '89. 


I      "WHO  IS  IT?"     I 


Prize  P 


uzzle. 


This  is  one  of  the  Presidents  of  the 
United  States  who  always  shaved  himself 
with  the  famous  "  Genuine  Yankee  Shav- 
ing Soap."  Twenty-two  other  Presidents 
did  the  same.  Where  is  the  bright  boy 
or  girl  who  can  tell  which  one  this  is? 

WHOEVER — old  or  young — will  send 
in  the  right  name  and  enclose  five  2-cent 
stamps  for  packing,  postage,  etc.,  shall 
receive  from  us,  as  a  prize,  a  full -sized 
cake  of  this  famous  "YANKEE  SHAV- 
ING SOAP,"  packed  in  a  neat  case, 
FREE,   postage   paid. 

A  splendid  present  to  give  to  your  father, 
brother,  or  any  one  who  shaves.    Address, 

The  J.  B.  WILLIAMS  CO., 

GLASTONBURY,  CT. 


"WHO  IS  IT?" 
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S.  T.AYNOR,  Envelope  Manufacturer,  New. Tort 
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first  President  to  Wear  a  Beard. 

0  G  City:  Lincoln  was  the  first 
President  to  wear  a  beard  and  Grant 
Jas  the  first  one  to  wear  a  mustache. 


ODD  STORY  OF  LINCOLN 
TOLD  BY  KANSASLADY  ^ 


MAUUn 


*•,    -.- 


LINCOLN'S   BEARD. 


DENVER,  COL.,  Oct.  10.— Tlie  woman 
who  as  a  child  of  11  was  the  direct  cause 
of  Abraham  Lincoln's  .mowing  a  beard 
lias  teen  in  Denver  on  her  way  to  her 
home  in  Kansas  after  a  long  vacation  in 
Colorado  and  Wyoming.  She  is  Mrs. 
Grace  Bedell  Billings  now,  but  when  in 
I860  she  wrote  the  note  thai  led  President 
Lincoln  to  wear  a  beard  for  the  first  time 
.she  was  Grace  Bedell  anil  her  home  was 
in  Westfield,   X.    V. 

Mrs.  Billings'  father  was  a  republican 
and  had  been  a  whig  prior  to  the  forma- 
tion of  the  republican  party,  and  her  two 
brothers  were  democrat;:.  One  day  during 
the  campaign  of  18(10  her  father  brought 
home  a  poster  which  had  on  it  pictures 
of  Lincoln  and  Hamlin  surrounded  by  a 
rail  feme.  Childlike,  the  girl  told  her 
mother  that  she  thought  Lincoln  would 
look  bettor  with  a  beard,  tier  mother 
suggested   that  she  write   to   Mr.   Lincoln. 

The  suggestion  fell  on  fertile  ground 
and  the  little  one  began  a  letter  which 
she  addressed  to  "Hon.  Abraham  Lincoln, 
Esq.,"  much  to  the  delight  of  her  sister 
and  to  her  own  subsequent  dismay  after 
the  reply  had  come  from  Springfield,  111., 
where  Lincoln's  home  then   was. 

•'1  remember  the  day  very  well."  .said 
Mrs.  Billings,  "but  I  do  not  recall  the 
exact  wording  of  my  letter,  though  L  told 
Mr.  Lincoln  that  I  thought  he  would  im- 
prove his  appearance  by  raising  a  beard. 
X  also  told  him  that  the  rail  fence  was  all 
right,  and  I  agreed  that  if  he  would  grow 
whiskers  1  would  try  to  get  my  brothers 
to  vote  for  him,  although  they  were  dem- 
ocrats. I  remember  1  said  that  I  sup- 
posed he  had  little  girls  of  nis  own  and 
that  they  would  feel  as  1  did  about  those  ' 
whiskers. 

"A  couple  of  days  later  I  got  a  letter 
from  him,  and  J  still  have  it  among  my 
most  precious  possessions.  It  reads  this 
way:  /  $  /  ° 

"■SPRINGFIELD.    ILL.,    Oct.    19,    1SS0. —  I 
Miss  Grace  Bedell.     My  Dear  Little  Miss:  I 
Your  very   agreeable   letter  of   the  Kith   is  , 
received.     I  regret  the  necessity  of  having 
to  say   that   I   have  no   little   girls,    hut  1 1 
have  three  boys,  one  17,  another  il  and  the 
youngest   7   years    old,   and    they    with    my  | 
wife   constitute    my    entire   family.     As   to  j 
the   whiskers,   having  never   worn  any,   do 
you    not    think    people    would   consider    it   a 
piece  of  silly  affectation  if  1  were  to  begin 
wearing    them    now?         "A.     LINCOLN.' 

"In    the    latter    part    of    February,     1861, 
Air.    Lincoln    stopped   at   Westfield    on    his 
way    to    be    inaugurated    in     Washington,  j 
He   made    a   brief    speech    from   the    plat- 
form   of    his    car  and  at  its  end  lie  said: 

I  have  a  little  correspondent  here  and  if 
site   is  present   I'd   like   to  speak  to  her.' 

"'Who     is      it?'      the      crowd      shouted,  i 
'What   is  her   name?' 

"Mr.  Lincoln  gave  my  name  and  I  was 
found  on  the  outskirts  of  the  throng  and 
passed    up   to    him.     He   took    me    by    the 

hand    and    said: 
"  'You   see  I've  let  these  whiskers  grow 

for  you,  Grace.' 
"Then  he  kissed  me  and  Ins  train  moved 

away.  • 

"Ti.at  was  the  only  time  1  ever  saw  Mr. 

Lincoln,    b  .:    -  -  •-     -•  •'<  .-'■    .    ••   -    1    •  eard 

from  him  frequently  through  Mr.  Seward. 

After    his    death    Mr.    Seward's    secretary 

sent  rne  a  piece    of  napkin   that  had  been 

bound    about    the     president's    head      and 
was  stained  with  his  blood  " 


H>w  He    Happened  to  Let  it  Grow  by 
a  Little  Girl's  Advice. 

The  true  history  of  Mr.  Lincoln's 
beard,  says  an  exchange,  is  as  follows: 
At  the  various  stations  between  Spring- 
held  and  Washington  in  1861  he  ueltv- 
ered  some  thirty-eight  impressive  and 
carefully  worded  speeches,  which  were 
at  that  time  carefully  recorded.  At  Erie 
Northeast  station  Mr.  Lincoln  took  oc- 
casion to  state  that  during  the  campaign 
he  had  received  a  letter  from  a  young 
a-irl  of  the  place,  in  which  he  was  kindly 
admonished  to  do  certain  things,  and 
among  others  to  let  his  whiskers  grow, 
and  as  he  had  acted  on  her  advice  he 
would  be  glad  to  welcome  his  fair  cor- 
respondent if  she  was  present.  In  re- 
sponse to  the  call  a  lassie  made  her  way 
through  the  crowd,  was  helped  on  the 
platform,   and   was  kissed  by  the  presi- 

Some  eight  years  ago  this  same  young 
o-irl,  "then  residing  with  her  husbaud 
i  and' their  six  children  in  Kansas,  to 
correct  errors  which  had  crept  into 
1  newspapers,"  gave  minutely  the  cor- 
respondence between  herself  and  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  in  1860,  as  follows: 

'•In  1860,  while  on  my  way  home  from 
school,  I  boutrht  with  a  penny  a  Lincoln 
and    Hamlin' campaign    badge.      That 
evening  mv  father  and  my  brother,  who 
were  bothsUuuch  republicans,  on  exam- 
ining   the    Lincoln    side   of   the  badge, 
said  that  they  could  never  vote  for  such 
I  a  homely  man.     'No,  he  is  not  homely, 
said  I.     'He  would  be  a  very   handsome 
man  if  he  would  only   let   his  whiskers 
grow.'     So  T  wrote  him  if  he    woulu   let 
his  whiskers  grow  that  I  could  get   my 
father  and  my  brother  to  vote  for   him, 
and  asked  him  to  please  answer  my  let- 
ter; but    should  he   not   have    time    to 
answer  it  himself,  please  let  his   little 
girl  answer  it  for   him.    In   his  reply, 
which  came  a  few   days  alter,   tie  sa  a 
that  he  was  very  sorry  that  he  hatlu  -  a 
little  girl  to  answer  my  letter  for   him. 
that  his  family  consisted  of  himself,  his 
wife    and   three    boys;  that    he    would 
answer  it  himself,  and  that  he  woula  let 
his    whiskers    grow.     On    the    loth    ot 
February,  1861,   my   curiosity    to  know 
whether  he  had  actually  kept  his  prom- 
ise led  me  to  take  my  place  in  the  crowd 
as  near  the  front  as  possible,     nis  hrst 
appearance  on  the   platform    convinced 
me  that  the  promise  had  been  faithfully 
kept.       And    to    mv    surprise    he    hau 
spoken  but  few  words  when  he  alluded 
to  me  and  my  letter  and  invited  me  upon 
the  platform.     Mustering  all  the  cour- 
age at  my  command  I  pressed    ray    way 
through  the  crowd,  was   helped   to  the 
platform,   and  as  the   great   president 
took  my  hand  he  kissed   me   find   then 
supported  me  down  the   steps.     As  the 
train  moved  on  he   waved   his  hand  at 
the  crowd,  which  cheered  untilhe   had 
passed  out  of  sight,  and  then  ciosed   in 
on  me  and  cheered  until  I  wa=  deaf." 


PbBsidbnt  Lincoln's  kind  heart  alway» 
responded  to  a  child's  advances,  Bays  ta« 
Youth't  Companion.  He  Indulged  his  own 
children,  saying:  "It  is  my  pleasure  that 
my  children  are  free  and  happy  and  unre- 
strained by  parental  tyranny.  Love  is  the 
chain  whereby  to  bind  a  child  to  its  parente .» 

Before  his  election  in  1860  a  little  girl  ot  11 
years,  seeing  his  lithograph  Port™^0.^' 
his  appearance  would  be  improved  ehou  d  he 
wear  whiskers.  She  uttered  her  childish 
Thought  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Lincoln  and  in  a 
few  days  received  a  friendly  answer^in  which 

be"Asktothe  whiskers,  as  I  have  never  worn 
anv  do  you  not  think  that  people  would  call 
it  a  piece  of  silly  affectation  were  I   to   begtt 

WDuKh?smiouTne;to  Washington,  after hU 
election  to  the  presidency,  the  train  stopped 
at  Westiield,  Chautauqua  County,  at  which 
place  the  little  girl  resided. 

*I  have  a  correspondent  in  this  place,"  said 
Mr  Lincoln,  "a  little  girl,  whose  name  1» 
Grace  Bedell,  and  I  would  like  to  see  her." 

She  was  brought  to  the  station.  He  stepped 
from  tie  carsf  extended  his  hand  and  said . 
"You  see,  I  have  let  those  whiskers  grow  t of 
you,  Grace."    Then   kissing  ner,  he  hade  her 

g°When  he  stood  up  at  the  capitol  to  deliver 
his  inaugural  address,  friends  were  surprised 
to  see  that  the  President  was  raising  a  crop  of 
whiskers.  Vexed  at  his  spoiling  a  face  which 
expressed  power  and  pathos  by  wearing  « 
coarse  stiff,  ungraceful  beard  of  the  blaoklngj 
brush  variety,  they  made  inquiries,  and 
learned  that  he  had  ceased  to  shave  to  gratifl 
'  a  very  young  lady. 


Lincoln  was  the  first  J'resident  of 
the  United  States  who  wore  a  beard. 
Both  General  Taylor  and  Van  Buren 
sported  small  side  whiskers.  All 
Presidents  since  Lincoln,  except 
.Johnson,  have  worn  their  heard. 
Cleveland,  however,  only  sported  a 
mustache.  i 


Why  Lincoln  Grew  a  Beard. 

New  York  Tribune:  It  is  believed  that 
the  bearded  countenance  of  Lincoln,  which 
is  probably  mote  generally  known  than  his 
shaven  face,  was  due  to  a  small  girl  of 
Westfield,  N.  Y.  Up  to  the  time  of  his 
election  he  had  always  shaved  his  face 
smooth.  One  day,  a  month  before  his  elec- 
tion, he  found  in  his  mail  a  letter  from  a 
little  girl  by  the  name  of  Grace  Bedell. 
In  this  letter  she  told  him  how  old  she 
was,  that  she  lived  in  Westfield,  N.  Y., 
and  that  she  thought  he  would  make  a 
good  president,  hut  that  he  would  be  bet- 
ter looking  if  he  would  let  his  whiskers 
grow.  She  also  suggested  that  he  might 
have  his  little  girl  answer  if  he  did  not 
have  time  himself.  In  a  few  days  she  re- 
ceived  a    letter.     It    read: 

Springfield.  III.,  Oct.  10,  18K0.— Miss  Grace 
Bedell— My  Dear  Little  Miss:  Your  very 
agreeable  letter  of  the  15th  is  received. 
I  regret  the  necessity  of  saying  that  I  have 
no  daughter.  I  have  three  sons— one  17, 
one  9  and  one  7  years  of  age.  They,  with 
their  mother,  constitute  my  whole  family. 
As  to  whiskers,  having  never  worn  any, 
do  you  not  think  people  would  call  it  a 
silly  piece  of  affectation  if  I  were  to  be- 
gin it  now?  Your  very  sincere  well 
wisher,         *  #    <r\,f  /f$f    A-    Lincoln. 

Lincoln  passed  through  Westfield  on  his 
way  to  Washington  to  be  inaugurated. 
When  the  train  reached  the  town  he  spoke 
a  few  words  from  the  platform  and  then 
said  he  would  like  to  see  Grace  Bedell  If 
she  were  there.  The  little  maid  came  for- 
ward. Lincoln  stepped  down  from  the  car 
and  kissed  her,  say  lug:  "You  see,  Grace, 
I   have  let  my   whiskers  grow   for  you." 


The     piatt    county    Republican 
Monticello,    Illinois 
February    9,    1911 

WHY  LINCOLN  ~~ 
GREW  A  BEARD. 

> 

Woman  Whose  Suggestion  as  Lit- 
tle Girl  Changed  Emancipator's 
Face  For  History  Now  Tells 
About  the  Incident. 


T 


iHE  woman  who  as  a  child  of 
eleven  was  the  direct  cause  of 
Abrubam  Lincoln's  growing  a 
beard  la  still  living  and  is  now 
a  resident  of  JCansas.  She  is  Mrs. 
Grace  Bedell  Billings  now,  but  when 
In  1860  sW  wrote  the  note  that  led 
President  Lincoln  to  wear  a  beard 
for  the  first  time  she  was  Grace  Be- 
dell and  her  home  was  in  Westfield, 
N.Y.  • 


Mrs.  Billings'  father  was  a  Repub 
lican  «nd  h«nivWji  r.  rVbig  prior  to 
the  formation  of'  the  Bepubltetfu  party, 
and  her  two  brothers  yfere  Democrats. 
One  day  during  the  campaign  of  1860 
ber  father  brought^  home  a  poster 
which  had  on  it  pictures  of  Lincoln 
and  Hamlin,  candidate  for  vice  presi- 


i^b 


-  i 


MB.  LINCOLN  AS  UK  LOOKED  IN  1860,  WHRH 
MtACK  BSDKT.ti  KE0.0K8TKD  HIM  TO  GROW 


dent,  bur  rounded  by  a  rail  tamPf 
Childlike,  tbe  girl  told  her  mother  that 
ahe  thought  Lincoln  would  look  better 
with  a  beard.  Her  mother  suggested 
that  she  write  to  Mr.  Lincoln. 

"I  remember  the  day  very  w«ll," 
said  Mrs.  Killings  recently,  "but  I  do 
not  recall  the  exact  wording  of  my 
letter,  though  1  told  Mr.  Lincoln  that 
I  thought  he  would  Improve  his  ap- 
paarance  by  raising  a  beard.     I  ai*« 


told  him 
Tight, 
grow 
brothe 
they  we 
said  that 


e  rail  fence  was  all 

ed  that  If  he  would 

would  try  to  get  my 

e    for    him,    although 

mocrats.     I  remember  I 

supposed  he  had  little  girls 


of  his  own  and  that  they  would  feel 
as  I  did  about  those  whiskers. 

"A  couple  of  days  later  I  got  a  let- 
ter  from  him,  and  I  still  have  it  among 
my  most  precious  possessions.  It 
reads  this  way: 

"Springfield,  111.,  Oct.  19   i860. 
"Miss  Grace  Bedell:  ' 

"My  Dear  Little  Miss- Your  Very  agree- 
able letter  of  the  16th  Is  received  1  re- 
am the  necessity  of  having  to  say  that 
I  have  no  little  girls,  but  I  have  three 
Hoys-one  seveuteen,  another  nine  and  (he 
youngest  seven  years  old-and  they  with 
«ny  wife,  constitute  my  entire  family  As 
to  the  whiskers,  having  never  worn  any 
«o  you  not  think  people  would  consider  it 
a  piece  of  silly  afTectatlon  If  I  were  to  b*- 
«1n  wearing  them  now? 

"A.  LINCOLN. 
"In  the  latter  part  of  February,  l&Sl 
Mr.   Lincoln  stopped  at  WestAeld   on 
his  way  to  be  Inaugurated  lu  Washing- 
ton.   He  made  a  brief  speech  from  the  I 
Platform  of  his  car,  and  at  its  end  he 
said,  'I  have  a  little  correspondent  here 
and  If  she  is  present  I'd  like  to  speak 
to  her.' 

.Jv.'Wh0   ,s   itT    the    crowd    shouted. 
4What  is  her  name?' 

"Mr.  Lincoln  gave  my  name,'  and  I 
was  found  on  the  outskirts  of  the 
throug  and  passed  up  to  him.  He  took' 
me  by  the  hand  and  said: 

"'Vou  see,  I've  let  these  whiskers 
grow  for  you,  Grace.' 

"Then  he  kissed  me,  and  his  train 
moved  away. 

"That  was  the  only  time  I  ever  saw 
Mr.  Lincoln,  but  for  several  years  I 
heard  from  him  frequently  through 
Mr.  Seward.  After  his  death  Mr. 
Seward's  secretary  sent  me  a  piece  of 
napkin  that  had  been  bound  abotrt  the 
president's  head  and  that  was  •tained 
with  his  blood." 
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LINCOLN'S  WHISKERS 

COPY  OF  THE  RECORD 

"When  did  Lincoln  commence  to  wear  a  beard?"  is  often  asked. 

The  following  interview  with  Herbert  Wells  Fay,  custodian  of  Lincoln's  tomb,  to- 
gether with  the  documentary  evidence  will  be  of  interest  to  Lincoln  students: 

WORE  A  BEARD,  JANUARY,  1861 

"In  your  opinion  when  did  Lincoln  cease  to  shave?" 

"I  own  an  original  negative  of  Lincoln  and  upon  a  print  of  a  copy  of  this  picture 
Lincoln  wrote  January  26,  1861.  And  it  shows  him  with  a  beard  and  how  he  must  have 
looked  when  he  saw  Grace  Bedell  at  Westfield,  New  York.  The  Lincoln  party  left  for 
Washington  February  11,  1861." 

"If  this  is  so,  why  did  O'Connor  represent  Lincoln  beardless  at  the  time  of  the 
farewell  addoss?" 

"Springfield  people  know  Lincoln  as  a  beardless  citizen  and  local  friends  must  have 
convinced  the  sculptor  that  he  remained  so.  And  then  years  ago,  Lincoln  students  were 
not  as  critical  as  they  are  now." 

"What  was  your  first  documentary  evidence  that  Lincoln  wore  a  beard  while  still 
in   Springfield?" 

"1  wrote  to  Grace  Bedell  in  March  1890  and  received  the  following  reply:" 

April  J,  IS'JO. 
H.  W.  Fay,  DeKalb,  Illinois: 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  recent  date  asking  an  "account  of  the  circumstances 
leading  up  to  Mr.  Lincoln's  departure  from  the  clean-shaven  plan."  At  that  time  I  was 
a  child  less  than  twelve  years  of  age  and  was  full  of  interest  in  the  stirring  events  of 
the  clay.  Naturally,  my  father  being-  a  Republican,  I  was  with  him,  a  sincere  admirer  of 
Mr.  Lincoln,  listening  to  the  stories  of  his  early  life,  his  struggle  to  obtain  an  educa- 
tion, and  deploring  the  poverty  and  privation  which  had  so  beset  his  youth,  and  deeply 
resenting  the  slur  cast  upon  him  as  being  ugly  and  uncouth  in  appearance.  Perhaps  it 
had  so  happened  that  I  had  not  noticed  very  particularly  the  cuts  of  his  face  which  were 
in  the  papers,  for  certainly  a  glance  at  the  huge  and  gaudy  poster  brought  us  children 
by  our  father  was  rather  disappointing,  and  quick  in  my  desire  to  improve  him,  I  sug- 
gested in  a  letter  that  he  would  look  better  if  he  would  let  his  whiskers  grow,  and 
asked  him  to  let  me  know  if  he  would,  or  if  he  had  no  time  to  reply  to  let  his  little  girl 
do  so  for  him.  I  promised  him  I  would  do  my  best  to  win  over  two  brothers  who  were 
Democrats  to  cast  their  votes  for  him  and  to  soften  the  blow  somewhat  I  told  him  I 
thought  the  rail  fence  around  his  picture  looked  real  pretty.  Because  of  the  ridicule 
which  overwhelmed  me  I  remember  another  circumstance.  I  confided  to  an  older  sister 
that  I  had  written  to  Mr.  Lincoln  and  she  questioned  whether  I  had  addressed  him 
properly.  I  knew  I  had,  and  re-wrote  the  address  "Honorable  Abraham  Lincoln,  Es- 
quire!"— but  my  mother  comforted  me  by  saying  in  the  midst  of  the  laughter  that  "the 
postmaster  would  be  in  no  doubt  for  whom  the  letter  was  intended,  and  this  is  the  reply 
I  received  in  a  few  days,  a  kindly,  simple  letter  from  a  greathearted  man  to  a  child: 

"Springfield,  Illinois,  October  19,  1860. 
"Miss  Grace  Bedell. 

"My  Dear  Little  Miss:  Your  very  agreeable  letter  of  the  15th  is  received.  I  regret 
the  necessity  of  saying  I  have  no  daughter.  I  have  three  sons — one  seventeen,  one  nine 
and  one  seven  years  of  age — they  with  their  mother  constitute  my  whole  family. 

"As  to  the  whiskers,  having  never  worn  any,  do  you  not  think  people  would  call  it 

a  piece  of  silly  affection  if  I  were  to  begin  now  ? 

"Your  sincere  well-wisher. 

"A.  LINCOLN." 
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"When  ho  made  the  journey  to  Washington  before  the  inauguration  1 re  recalled  the 
circumstance  when  his  train  stopped  at  our  town,  and  called  for  his  little  correspondent, 
giving  her  name  and  the  purport  of  her  letter  to  himself.  I  was  helped  forward  and 
Mr.  Lincoln  stepped  to  the  platform  beside  the  track,  shook  my  hand  and  kissed  me, 
saying  as  he  touched  his  face,  "You  see  I  let  these  whiskers  grow  for  you,  Grace."  I 
was  so  overcome  with  confusion  that  I  remember  little  else,  excepting  the  twinkle  which 
came  into  the  sad  eyes,  as  he  held  my  hand,  and  the  cheers  of  the  assembled  crowd. 

Very  truly, 

(MRS.)  GRACE  BEDELL  BILLINGS. 

"This  proves  that  Lincoln  commenced  to  wear  his  beard  after  his  letter  to  Grace 
Bedell,  Oct.  19,  18(i0,  and  the  picture  shows  quite  a  growth  Jan.  26,  1861,  does  it  not'.'" 

"Most  historians  would  accept  such  documentary  evidence  as  the  truth." 

"Why  did  you  not  print  a  copy  of  Grace  Bedell's  letter,  Oct.  15,  18(50.  at  the  head 
of  this  article '.'" 
bundle  of  letters  that  passed  into  the  hands  of  Robert  Lincoln  and   from  nim  to  George 

"Because  it  was  not  a  part  of  my  collection  until  Feb.  16,  1931.  Thi<  was  in  a 
Dondero,  of  Royal  Oaks,  Mich.,  in  1921).  Mr.  Dondero  sent  me  a  photographic  copy  of 
it  in  1931.     It  is  as  follows: 

"Westfield,  Chautauqua  County,  New  York,  October  15,  1860. 
"Hon.  A.  B.  Lincoln, 

"Dear  Sir:  My  father  has  just  come  home  from  the  fair  and  brought  home  your 
picture  and  Air.  Hamlin's.  I  am  a  little  girl  only  11  years  old,  but  want  you  should  be 
President  of  the  United  States  very  much  so  I  hope  you  won't  think  me  very  bold  to 
write  to  such  a  great  man  as  you  are. 

"Have  you  any  little  girls  about  as  large  as  I  am,  if  so,  give  them  my  love  and  tell 
her  to  write  to  me,  if  you  cannot  answer  this  letter.  I  have  got  four  brothers  and  part 
of  them  will  vote  for  you  any  way  and  if  you  will  let  your  whiskers  grow  I  will  try 
and  get  the  rest  of  them  to  vote  for  you,  you  would  look  a  great  deal  better  for  your 
face  is  so  thin.  All  the  ladies  like  whiskers  and  they  would  tease  their  husbands  to 
vote  for  you  and  then  you  would  be  president. 

"My  father  is  going  to  vote  for  you  and  if  I  was  a  man  I  would  vote  for  you  to 
but  I  will  try  and  get  every  one  to  vote  for  you  that  I  can.  1  think  that  rail  fence 
around  your  picture  makes  it  look  pretty.  I  have  got  a  little  baby  sister  who  is  nine 
weeks  old  and  is  just  as  cunning  as  can  be.  When  you  direct  your  letter  direct  to 
Grace  Bedell,  Westfield,  Chautauqua  county,  New  York." 


INCIDENTAL  AND  USEFUL  INFORMATION 

POLICE  DEPARTMENT  rhone  Main     192 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT  _ _ "        Main         0 

Union  Bus  Depot  for  all  bus  informations  "        Main  1  64 

The  Alton  Railroad  "         Main     277 

Wabash  R.  R "        Main     (',16 

Illinois  Central  "         Main     124 

Illinois  Terminal  System  _ "        Main  3416 

Baltimore  &  Ohio  R.   R "         Main     123 

Chicago  &  Illinois  Midland  R.  R.  Co "         Main     123 

Jacksonville  Bus  Lines  "         Main  3729 

Western  Union  - Call  Western  Union 

Postal  Telegraph  Call  Postal  Telecraph 

Springfield  Automobile  Club  _ _ "        Main  1549 

American  Automobile  Association  "        Main  1549 

Springfield  Aviation  Company  _ _ „ _„,     "        Main  3243 
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1 1 ~Year~Old  Child  Caused 
Lincoln  to  Grow  Beard; 
'Girl,  'Now  76,  Relates  Tale 

Says  She  Wrote  to  Emancipator  in  1860  That  Brothers 
Would  Not  Vote  for  Him  Because  He  Was  Smooth 
Shaven;  Letter  Sent  in  Reply  Expresses  Fear  Whiskers 
Would  Be  Affectation  but  They  Appear. 


DELPHOS,  Kan.,  Feb.  12  (A.P.).  — Abraham  Lincoln 
started  to  wear  the  beard  which  became  bis  striking  charac- 
teristic, to  satisfy  the  whim  of  a  little  girl,  according  to  the 
story  related  here  today  by  Mrs.  Grace  Billings,  7b'  years  old, 
who  was  the  little  girl  who  asked  the  ''great  emancipator"  to 
grow  a  beard  to  help  him  gain  votes.  She  substantiated  her 
statement  with  a  letter  from  Lincoln  which  Mrs.  Billings,"  then 
Grace  Bedell,  aged  11,  received  in  reply  to  her  request. 


In  the  fall  of  1860  Mrs.  Billings 
'-lid,  when  Lincoln  was  campaign- 
ing for  the  presidency,  she  heard 
her  brothers  say  they  would  vote 
for  Lincoln  If  he  grew  a  beard  to 
make  him  better  looking.  The  Idea 
appealed  to  the  11-year-old  gfrl, 
who  wrote  a  letter  to  Lincoln.  In  a 
few  days  she  received  a  reply.  This 
letter,  now  brown  with  age,  fol- 
lows: 

"Sprins-field,  III. 
October  19,  1860 
"Miss  Grace  Bedell, 

"My  dear  little  Miss:  Your 
very  agTeeable  letter  of  the 
15th  is  received. 

"I  regret  tlie  necessity  of 
sayinc  I  have  no  daughter. 
I  liave,  though,  three  sons— one 
1 7,  one  9  and  one  7  years  old. 
They,  with,  tlieir  mother,  con- 
stitute my  whole  family. 

"As   to    the   whiskers,    never 


having  worn  any,  do  you  not 
think  people  would  call  it  a 
piece  of  silly  affectation  if  I 
were  to  begin  it  now? 

"Your      very      sincere      well 

wislier, 

"A.  mvooi/v." 

Mrs.  Billings,  who  then  lived  at 
Westfleld,  N.  Y.,  soon  after  went  to 
hear  Mr.  Lincoln  make  a  rear  plat- 
form speech  in  the  town,  and  was 
surprised  when  he  said: 

"I  have  a  little  corespondent  here 
of  the  nama  of  Grace  Bedell.  If 
she  Is  present  I  would  like  to  have 
her  come  forward." 

"Mr.  Lincoln,"  she  relates,  "step- 
ped from  the  train  as  he  saw  me 
moving  through  the  crowd.  Then 
he  lifted  a  somewhat  frightened 
little  girl  into  his  arms  and  kissed 
her,  and  passed  his  hand  over  his 
newly  started  beard,  remarking, 
'You  see,  I've  grawu. -those  whis- 
kers for  you,  Grace!'  " 
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The  Bedell  Home  on  Washington  Street,  Now  Owned  by  E.  E.  Willing 


Springfield    State    Register. 
MRS.  GEOKGE  N.  U1LL1NGS 


WESTFIELD  G1HL: 


Who  Was  Kissed  by  Lincoln  in  1861, 
Writes  of  I  he  Events  to  the  James- 
town Journal  this  Year.  We  Print 
the  Letter.  She  Lived  on  Washing- 
ton street. 

On  Lincoln's  birthday,  Feb.  12,  1930, 
the  Abraham  Lincoln  association  ot 
Springfield,  111.,  had  as  its  guest  Mrs. 
George  N.  Billings  of  Delphos  Kan- 
sas, wife  of  a  banker  of  that  town, 
who  as  Grace  Bedell,  a  young  girl 
residing  at  Westfield  in  I860  wrote 
to  Lincoln  urging  him  to  wear  whis- 
kers and  who  was  singled  out  of  the 
crowd  by  him  at  the  Westfield  rail- 
road station  when  he  was  enroute  to 
Washington  for  his  inauguration  in 
February,  1861.  The  journal  wrote 
Mi-.-;.  Billings  to  give  her  impressions 
of  those  interesting  incidents  of  70 
years  age.  In  reply  to  this  letter 
Mrs.  Billings  has  writts  n  as  follows: 
"Delphos,  Kansas, 
March  1,  1930 

j  "Mr.  E.  B.  Briggs, 

|  "City  Editor,  The  Journal 

I  "Jamestown,  N.   Y. 
"Dear  Sir, 

"In  reply  to  your  letter  of   recent 

j  date  inquiring  about  the  incident  •>; 
my  childhood  and  connection  with  Air. 
Lincoln,  1  would  say  that  at  the  time 
of  his  nomination  to  the  presidency  I 
was  a  child  of  eleven  years  living  with 
my  parents  in  Chautauqua  county, 
New  York,  two  years  in  Westfield,  re- 
turning to  my  birthplace  at  Albion 
where  I  lived  until  a  year  after  I  was 
married  we  came  to  the  west  where 
U7p   have    since    made    our   home. 


Not  wishing  to  wound  his  feeling  r  ^  "Almost   every   incident  in  the   life 


taided  that  the  rail  fence  around  his 
picture  looked  real  pretty.  I  also 
asked  if  he  had  any  little  girl  and  if 
so  and  if  he  was  too  busy  to  write 
and  tell  me  what  he  thought  about  it, 
if  he  would  let  her  do  so;  and  ended 
by  assuring  him  I  meant  to  try  my 
best  to  induce  by  two  erring  brothers 
of  Democratic  faith  to  cast  their  votes 
for  him.  ' 

"I  think  the  ^circumstance  would 
have  speedily  passed  from  my  mind 
but  for  the  fact  that  I  confided  to  an 
elder  sister  that  I  had  written  Mr. 
Lincoln  and  had  she  not  expressed  a 
doubt  as  to  whether  I  had  addressed 
him  properly. 

"To  prove  that  I  had  and  was  not 
as  ignorant  as  she  thought  me,  I  re- 
wrote the  address  for  her  inspection: 
'Hon.  Abraham  Lincoln  Esquire.' 

"My    mortification   at   the    laughter 
and  ridicule  excited  was  somewhat  r. 
iieved  by  my  mother's  remarking  ths 
there    would,    be    no    mistakes    as    t 
whom  the  letter  belongs. 

"The  reply  to  my  poor  lit'1'-  1   ■'■• 
came   in   due  time  and   the   following 


of  Lincoln  has  been  exploited  by 
writers  and  historians,  past  and  pre- 
sent, but  it  remained  for  two  men 
to  call  attention  to  hitherto  untouch- 
ed phases  of  his  life  in  addresses  read 
at  the  public  meeting  in  the  afternoon 
in  the  circuit  court  room. 

"More  than  three  hundred  men  and 
women,  sustaining  members  of  the 
Abraham  Lincoln  association,  gather- 
ed last  night  in  the  gold  room  of 
the  Hotel  Abraham  Lincoln  to  at- 
tend the  annual  banquet  and  business 
meeting  of  the  association. 

"Allan  Nevins  asserted  that  Lincoln 
was  not  an  after  dinner  speaker  as 
the  term  is  understood  today.  The 
speaker  was  born,  he  said,  almost  mid- 
way between  the  homes  of  Lincoln 
and  Mark  Twain,  in  his  opinion  two 
of  the  greatest  men  the  west  has  pro- 
duced. They  were  much  alike  Mr. 
Nevins  said,  in  their  funds  of  ready 
wit,  homely  philosophy  and  ability  to 
understand  the  viewpoints  of  others. 

"To  Arthur  D.  Mackie  fell  the  plea- 
sant task  of  introducing  Mrs.  George 
N.  Billings,  Delphos,  Kan.,  one  of  the 


is  a  copy  of  the  original  which  is  still    honor  guests  of  the  day.     Mr.  Mackie 


m  my  possession. 


"  'Springfield,   111. 

"  'Miss  Grace  Bedell— 

'"My  Dear  Little  Miss: 

"  'Your  very  agreeable  letter  of  the 
15th  inst.,  is  received. 

"  'I  regret  th.p  necesgjtv  of  sjiying  1 
Ttavfe  no  uaughuv,  I  La1. e  three  sons; 
one  seventeen,  one  nine  and  one  .-even 
years  of  age. 

"  'They  with  their  mother,  consti- 
tute my  whole  family:  As  to  whis- 
kers having  never  worn  any  do  you 
think  people  would  call  it  a  piece  of 
silly  affectation  if  I  were  to  begin 
wearing  them  now? 

"  'Your  very  sincere  well  wisher, 
"  'A.  Lincoln.' 

"Probably  the  frankness  of  the  chil  1 
appealed  to  the  humorous  side  of  his 
nature,  for  the  suggestion  was  acted 
upon. 

"After  his  election,  and  on  his  jour- 


detailed  how  the  invitation  to  Air.-. 
'  "Private  j  Billings  resulted  from  a  letter  from 
an  associate  in  business,  and  the  gra- 
cious little  woman,  upon  arising,  was 
given  an  ovation.  It  was  Airs.  Bill- 
ings, in  October,  I860,  Grace  Bedell 
of  Westfield,  X.  Y.,  who  wrote  Lin- 
coln and  advised  him  to  grow  a  beard. 
Th^  incident  and  thfi  event  of  her 
meeting  with  him  while  he  was  r.v  hi* 
way  to  Washington  from  Springfield, 
is  now  embodied  in  historical  writ- 
ings. Airs.  Billings  was  tendered  an 
informal  reception  at  the  close  of  tht 
meeting." 


I 


"My  father  was  an  ardent  Repub- 
:  lican  and  possessed  of  a  profound  ad- 
miration of  the  charatcter  of  the  groat 
man  who  was  the  choice  of  the  party. 
"We  younger  children  accepted  his 
opinion  with  unquestioning  faith  and 
listened  with  delight  to  the  anecdotes 
of  his  life  current  at  the  time,  and 
were  particularly  interested  in  read- 
ing of  the  difficulties  he  encountered 
in  getting  an  education. 

"So  much  did  it  appeal  to  our 
childish  imaginations  that  we  were 
firmly  persuaded  that  if  we  could  on- 
ly study  our  lessons  prone  before  the 
glow  and  cheer  of  an  open  fire  in  a 
great  fireplace,  we  might  rise  to 
heights  which  now  we  could  never  at- 
tain. 

"My  father  brought  to  us  one  day 
a  large  poster,  and  my  mind  still  has 
a  recoil eciton  of  its  crude,  course  work 
and  glaring  colors. 

"About  the  edge  wore  grouped  the 
pictures  of  our  former  presidents  and 
in  the  midst  of  them  were  the  faces 
of  'Lincoln  and  Hamlin',  surrounded 
by  a  frame  and  a  rail  fence. 

"We  are  all  familiar  with  the  strong 
and  rugged  face  of  Mr.  Lincoln;  the 
deep  lines  about  the  mouth  and  the 
eyes  have  much  the  same  sorrowful 
expression  in  all  the  pictures  I  have 
ever  seen  of  him. 

"I  think  I  must  have  felt  a  certain 
disappointment,  for  I  said  to  my  mo- 
ther that  he  would  look  much  nicer 
if  he  wore  whiskers;  and  straightway 
gave  him  the  benefit  of  my  opinion 
in  a  letter  describing  the  poster,  and 
hinting,  rather  broadly  that  his  an 
pearance  might  be  improved  if  he) 
would  let  his  whiskers  grow." 
The  letter  follows: 

'  "Westfield,  N.  Y. 
Oct.  15,  18G0. 
"Hon.  Abraham  Lincoln,  Esq., 
"Springfield,   111. 
"Dear  Mr.  Lincoln: — 

"I  think  you  wold  look  better  with 
whiskers.  Two  of  my  brothers  are 
Republicans,  two  are  Democrats.  I 
think  I  could  get  my  Democratic 
brothers  to  vote  for  you  if  you  wore 
a  beard.  The  rail  fence  around  yo ar 
picture  in  the  poster  is  very  prettv. 
Have  you  any  little  girls?" 

"Grace  Bedell 


ney  from  Springfield  to  Washington 
he  inquired  of  Hon.  G.  W.  Patterson, 
who  was  one  of  the  party  who  accom- 
panied him  on  that  memorable  trip, 
and  who  was  a  resident  of  our  town, 
if  he  knew  of  a  family  bearing  the 
name  of  Bedell.  Mr.  Patterson  reply- 
ing in  the  affirmative,  Mr.  Lincoln 
said  he  had  'received  a  letter  from  a 
girl  called  Grace  Bedell  advising  me 
to  wear  whiskers,  as  she  thought  it 
would   improve   my   looks.' 

"He  said  the  character  of  the  let- 
ter was  unique  and  so  different  from 
the  many  self-seeking  and  threaten- 
ing ones  he  was  daily  receiving  that 
it  came  to  him  as  a  relief  and  a  plea- 
sure.' 

"When  the  train  reached  Westfieln 
Mr.  Lincoln  made  a  short  speech 
from  the  platform  of  the  car  and  in 
conclusion  said  he  had  a  correspon 
dent  there  relating  the  circumstance 
and  giving  my  name,  and  asking  if  I 
were  present  altho  in  the  crowd,  I 
had  neither  seen  nor  heard  the  speak- 
er, hut  a  gentleman  helped  me  for- 
ward and  Mr.  Lincoln  stepped  down 
to  the  platform  where  I  stood,  shook 
my  hand,  kissed  me  and  said,  'You  see 
I  let  these  whiskers  grow  for  you 
Grace.' 

"The  crowd  cheered,  Mr.  Lincoln 
re-entered  the  car  and  I  ran  quickly 
home  looking  at  and  speaking  to  no 
one.  -    > 

I  learned  only  last  fall  my  originaK 
etter  to  Mr.  Lincoln  asking  him  to 
grow  a  beard  was  in  the  Lincoln  fam- 
ily for  70  years  ami  is  now  in  the 
possession  of  Mr.  George  A.  Dondero, 
Royal  Oak,  Michigan.  \_J 

"Sincerely 
"Grace  Bedell  Billings." 
In  its  account  of  the  Lincoln's  birth- 
day banquet  of  the  Abraham  Lincoln 
association,  the  Illinois  State  Journal 
said* 

"On  the  121st  anniversary  of  the 
birth  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  Spring- 
field heaped  additional  honors  on  his 
memory  and  life  woi'k. 

While  patriotic  societies  and  citi- 
zens generally  observed  the  clay  by 
closing  public  offices  and  schools,  the 
principal  commemorative  meetings 
were  held  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Abraham  Lincoln  association. 
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Fashion   effects  on   Lincoln 

IT  MAY  be  of  interest  to  note  the 
effect  of  these  mass  changes  in  taste 
as  they  affected  our  best   known 
American,    Abraham   Lincoln.    He 
was  born  in  1809.  When  he  was  20 
years  old,  in  1829,  smooth  shaving 
had   become  the   fashion.   Lincoln 
grew  up  with  this  fashion  and  all 
hi-  early  pictun  -  >how  him  beard- 
Abraham  Lincoln  was  probably 
never  much  interested  in  si  \  le.  I  le 
was  said  to  have  been  careless  in 
his  dress  and  personal  appearance. 
It  is  probable  that  he  was  not  even 
conscious    of    any    ot     the    mass 
changes  in  taste  which  occurred  din- 
ing his  time.  When  he  was  elected 
to  the  Presidency  in   1860  he  was 
still   smooth   shaven,    although    by 
this  time  a  great  many  prominent 
men    had    begun   to   grow   beards. 
Several    members   of    his    Cabinet 
were  heavily  bearded.  It  was  not 
until  1862  that  Abraham  Lincoln  began  to  grow  a  beard. 
Pictures  of  Lincoln  may  be  dated  as  made  before  or  after 
1862  by  the  lack  or  the  presence  of  whiskers. 

What  caused  Abraham  Lincoln  to  change  his  custom  of 
shaving  and  to  go  with  the  fashion  of  men  in  1862  in  grow- 
ing full  beards?  An  eight-year-old  girl,  so  that  story  has  been 
told,  was  one  of  the  many  people  who  wrote  to  the  President 
in  the  dark  days  of  the  Civil  War.  At  the  close  of  this  letter, 
she  wrote:  "Dear  Uncle  Abe,  I  love  you  very  dearly  but  I 
would  love  you  still  more  if  you  had  a  full  beard  like  my 
Uncle  Henry's." 
Lincoln  showed  this  letter  to  members  of  his  family  and 
even  to  members  of  the  Cabinet.  It  was  t'_    occasion  for 
many  a  smile  but  not  long  afterward,  Lincoln  began  to  grow 
a  beard  which  he  wore  until  his  death. 

In  passing,  it  may  be  noted  that  what  men  have  considered 
most  attractive  in  masculine  appearance  has  likewise  been 
considered  most  attractive  by  women.  Bearded  cavaliers 
would  not  get  far  with  the  sophisticated  debutantes  of  today, 
yet  the  bearded  gallants  of  the  1870's  and  1880's  led  the 
cotillions. 


Lincoln  grew  up  when  the  smooth- 
shaven  face  was  the  popular  style 


"The  Letter  from  a  Little  Girl  that  Made  Lincoln  Grow  a  Beard" 

Copy:    THE  DETROIT  NEWS,  SUNDAY,  February  8,  1931 

By  George  A.  Dondero,  Royal  Oak,  Michigan,  Attorney. 

According  to  the  legend,  a  little  girl  one©  wrote  to  Abraham  Lincoln 
and  advised  him  to  fill  out  his  gaunt  face  by  wearing  whiskers. 
Whiskers  would  improve  his  looks,  she  told  him. 

Lincoln  was  then  running  for  president  for  the  first  time;  his  enemies 
were  poking  fun  at  his  ungainly  form  and  thin  features,  just  becoming 
familiar  to  the  country  at  large.   Cartoonists  found  Lincoln  an  easy 
subject  to  caricature. 

It  was  just  like  the  big-hearted  Lincoln,  so  the  story  went  on,  to 
ponder  over  this  childish  suggestion  instead  of  ignoring  it  as  a  silly 
impertinence.   He  decided  that  the  little  girl  was  right  and  let  his 
whiskers  grow  after  that. 

The  story,  it  turns  out,  is  not  just  a  pretty  legend.   It  now  appears 
that  Lincoln  did  consent  to  a  radical  change  in  his  personal  appearance 
upon  the  suggestion  of  a  child.   And  this  letter  from  the  child  is  in 
my  possession.   I  received  it  from  the  hands  of  Mrs.  Robert  T.  Lincoln, 
daughter-in-law  of  the  martyred  president,  about  a  year  ago.   It  is 
reproduced  on  this  page  today,  the  first  time  it  has  been  published. 
For  69  years  it  had  been  hidden  away. 

Abraham  Lincoln  not  only  took  the  trouble  to  reply  promptly  and  sympa- 
thetically to  little  Grace  Bedell's  letter,  but  he  carried  the  letter 
with  him  from  his  home  in  Springfield  to  Washington.   Still  more  remark- 
able, he  preserved  the  letter  during  the  busy,  troubled  years  at  the 
White  House.   Grace  Bedell,  herself,  now  Mrs.  Billings,  living  at 
Delphos,  Kansas,  was  a  most  surprised  person  when  I  visited  her  about 
a  year  ago  and  informed  her  that  her  impulsive  missive  penned  before 
the  Civil  War,  was  still  in  existence. 

Now  let  us  go  back  to  the  beginning  of  the  incident.   In  October,  1860, 
N0rman  Bedell,  a  foundryman  living  at  Westfield,  Chautauqua  County, 
N.  Y. ,  went  to  the  county  fair  and  brought  home  a  campaign  poster  of 
Lincoln  and  Hamlin,  Republican  candidates  for  President  and  Vice- 
President. 

Bedell  was  an  ardent  admirer  of  Lincoln  and  his  enthusiasm  was  communi- 
cated to  his  little  daughter,  Grace,  11  years  old.   She  drank  in  the 
stories  her  father  told  about  Lincoln.   But  her  two  grown  brothers 
could  not  "see"  Lincoln  at  all. 

"Just  look  what  a  funny  face  he  has,"  the  brothers  jeered.   "He's  just 
a  backwoodsman.   He  looks  too  ugly  ever  to  get  enough  votes  to  be 
President . " 

Little  Grace,  hero-worshipping,  romantic,  with  a  capacity  for  deep 
feeling,  was  greatly  grieved  when  her  school  mates  also  made  caustic 
remarks  about  her  gaunt  idol.   She  insisted  that  while  his  face  did 
show  some  deep  lines,  he  was  not  homely,  only  sad-looking.   But  her 
intuitively  correct  appraisal  did  not  make  any  headway  against  her 
sneering,  much  louder  brothers  and  playmates. 


In  discussing  the  problem  with  her  mother,  Grace  ventured  the  opinion 
that  if  Lincoln  wore  whiskers  he  would  look  much  better.   His  face 
would  broaden  out;  the  deep  lines  would  be  partly  hidden.   Whiskers 
would  win  votes  for  her  hero,  Grace  thought. 

The  letter  dated  October  15,  1860,  Is  herewith  published  for  the 
first  time: 


Since  this  letter  was  never  published  until  today,  how  did  the  story 
about  it  gain  circulation?   The  answer  is  through  the  fact  that  Lincoln 
replied  to  it.   Mrs.  Billings  has  the  yellowed  original  of  the  Lincoln 
letter  framed  on  the  wall  of  her  living  room  at  Delphos,  Kansas.   It 
has  been  known  to  collectors  of  Lincoln  source  material  for  some  years. 

Within  four  days  Grace  had  a  reply  in  the  great  Lincoln's  own  handwriting 
Busy  every  moment  with  the  many  details  of  his  campaign,  Lincoln  was  not 
too  busy  to  respond  to  the  naive,  frank  outpouring  of  the  heart  of  a 
little  girl.   He  answered  "right  off"  as  Grace  requested,  marking  the 
letter  "private." 

Incidentally,  they  must  have  had  pretty  good  mail  service  in  the  days 
before  "efficiency"  was  touted.   One  would  do  well  todey  to  write  a 
letter  from  New  York  to  Illinois  and  have  a  reply  back  inside  of  four 
days . 

Here  is  Lincoln's  reply: 

The  facsimile  of  this  letter  reproduced  on  this  page  is  marred  by  spots 
and  blotches  that  are  not  present  in  the  copy  shown  in  William  E. 
Barton's  book,  "The  Women  Lincoln  Loved."   Barton's  copy  was  retouched; 
this  facsimile  exactly  represents  how  the  letter  looks  as  it  hands  on 
Mrs.  Grace  Bedell  Billings'  wall. 

There's  a  story  behind  those  blotches.   Lincoln  was  neat  in  his  writing 
as  always,  but  Grace  when  she  opened  the  letter  at  the  Westfield  post 
office  became  so  excited  that  she  darted  out  of  the  door  and  ran  all 
the  way  home,  with  the  letter  held  open  in  her  hand. 


Snow  was  falling,  so  that  the  ink  became  wet  and  blurred, 
therefore  are  the  last  remains  of  1860  snowf lakes. 


Those  spots 


Grace's  tendency  to  run  home  under  the  stress  of  excitement  revealed 
itself  again  on  that  day  of  days  when  the  great  President-elect's  train 
stopped  at  Westfield,  N.  Y. ,  on  Feb.  16,  1861.   After  making  a  short 
speech  from  the  rear  of  the  train,  the  President  told  the  crowd  that  he 
had  a  youthful  correspondent  in  their  village  and  desired  to  meet  her. 

"The  character  of  her  le  tter  was  so  unique  and  so  different  from  the 
many  self-seeking  and  threatening  ones  I  was  receiving  daily,"  Lincoln 
remarked,  "that  it  came  to  me  as  a  relief  and  a  pleasure.   If  she  is 
present,  will  she  please  step  forward?"   "Who  is  it?"  several  asked. 
"Grace  Bedell,"  replied  the  President. 
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Grace  was  far  out  on  the  outskirts  of  the  crowd;  her  sister's  "beau" 
made  a  lane  for  her  through  the  crowd  to  the  low  platform.   The  President 
shook  her  hand,  then  stooped  down  and  kissed  her  before  all  those 
hundreds  of  people.   "vou  see,  I  let  these  whiskers  grow  for  you,  Grace," 
Lincoln  said,  pointing  with  his  hand  to  his  full-grown  beard.   The 
crowd  cheered  and  Lincoln  re-entered  the  train.   Again  Grace  became  so 
excited  that  she  dodged  in  and  out  between  horses  and  buggies,  looking 
neither  to  the  right  or  to  the  left,  and  ran  as  fast  as  she  could  until 
she  reached  home.   She  had  taken  a  bouquet  of  roses  down  to  the  train 
to  give  to  the  President  soon  to  be  inaugurated,  but  when  he  kissed  her 
she  became  so  flustered  that  she  forgot  all  about  her  flowers.   In 
running,  all  the  petals  were  shaken  off,  so  Grace  reached  home  with 
only  the  bare  stems  left.   "As  he  bent  down  to  kiss  me,"  Mrs.  Billings 
recalled  to  me  a  year  ago,  "he  seemed  so  very  kind,  but  looked  very  sad." 
William  H.  Herndon,  Lincoln's  last  law  partner,  later  wrote  to  Mrs. 
Billings:  "You  were  a  fortunate  little  one  to  receive  the  imprint  of 
those  pure  lips." 

Lincoln  in  his  reply  to  Grace  did  not  promise  to  alter  his  features;  in 
fact  he  gave  the  impression  that  he  did  not  intend  to  follow  her  advice. 
His  later  statement  at  Westfield,  however,  indicates  that  further  con- 
sideration had  prompted  him  to  do  just  that. 

Dr.  William  E.  Barton,  in  one  of  his  last  books  about  Lincoln  wrote: 
"Almost  from  the  very  day  of  her  letter,  he  (Lincoln)  decided  he  would 
wear  a  beard.   He  would  have  done  so  if  he  had  had  a  little  daughter 
and  she  had  asked  him  to  do  so;  and  he  did  it  at  this  little  girl's 
request.   "Perhaps,"  continues  Barton,  "this  is  as  strange  a  story  as 
can  be  truthfully  related  of  any  President  or  presidential  candidate 
in  the  history  of  the  United  States  —  that  he  consented  to  £o  radical 
a  change  in  his  personal  appearance  at  the  suggestion  of  a  little  girl. 

"All  the  portraits  taken  in  Springfield  and  Chicago  had  been  beardless; 
and  the  Brady  photographs,  made  in  New  York  when  Lincoln  was  there  to 
deliver  his  Cooper  Union  address,  had  come  to  be  recognized  throughout 
the  country.   So  far  as  is  known,  no  Senator  or  Governor  or  prospective 
Cabinet  member  told  Mr.  Lincoln  that  he  ought  to  wear  a  beard,  but  he 
gave  the  matter  serious  consideration  when  a  little  girl  wrote  and 
suggested  it.   Before  he  left  Springfield  he  was  twice  photographed 
with  a  beard.   In  one  of  those  pictures  the  black  whiskers  were  just 
sprouting;  the  other,  the  McNulty  photograph,  is  now  one  of  the  most 
prized  and  valuable  and  is  the  one  used  for  the  engraving  of  Lincoln's 
face  on  the  (old)  ten-dollar  bills." 

One  more  fact  will  be  of  interest  and  that  is  how  I  happened  to  get  hold 
of  a  letter  whose  existence  was  not  even  known.   I  am  not  a  colle  ctor, 
but  was  a  personal  friend  of  Robert  Todd  Lincoln,  the  President's  son, 
who  died  July  26,  1926.   For  some  years  I  visited  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lincoln 
every  summer,  either  at  their  home  in  Georgetown,  Washington,  D.  C,  or 
at  their  summer  home,  Manchester,  Vt.   Once  while  talking  to  Mrs. 
Lincoln  I  referred  to  the  Grace  Bedell  incident  and  told  Mrs.  Lincoln 
how  I  had  located  Grace  in  a  small  Kansas  town.   Her  face  lighted  up 
and  she  replied:  "Would  you  like  to  see  the  original  that  that  little 
girl  wrote?"   I  was  amazed  to  learn  that  the  letter  was  still  in 
existence.   Mrs.  Lincoln  said  she  had  found  it  among  some  papers  that 
had  remained  in  the  Lincoln  family  since  the  Civil  War.   It  was  in  the 
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vault  at  Manchester.   On  my  visit  to  Vermont  in  1929  Mrs.  Lincoln  not 

only  showed  me  the  letter,  but  turned  it  over  to  me  to  deliver  to 

Mrs.  Billings  (Grace  Bedell).   Mrs.  Billings  in  turn  presented  it  to  me, 

I  also  have  been  a  frequent  guest  at  the  Helm  estate,  Lexington,  Ky. 
Mrs.  Emily  Todd  Helm,  who  died  only  a  few  years  ago,  was  the  sister-in- 
law  of  Abraham  Lincoln.   Katherine  Helm,  Mr.  Lincoln's  niece,  still 
occupies  the  mansion  on  an  estate  of  500  acres.   In  this  old  house  are 
many  interesting  books  annotated  in  the  margins  by  Abraham  Lincoln, 
then  a  rising  young  lawyer,  uhen  he  was  calling  on  Mary  Todd. 

I  once  asked  Robert  Lincoln  which  of  the  many  biographies  of  his  father 
he  considered  best.   "That  of  Judge  Isaac  Arnold,  by  all  odds,"  I,'Tr. 
R.  Lincoln  replied.   I  thereupon  searched  out  a  copy,  found  it  was  pub- 
lished in  1885  by  a  Chicago  historian  who  had  personally  known  Lincoln 
for  20  years. 

Instead  of  collecting  Lincoln  relics,  I  have  made  it  a  point  to  get 
acquainted  with  Lincoln's  relatives,  those  almost  extinct  persons  who 
knew  him  and  those  writers  who  have  gathered  biographical  material 
about  him.   Thus  I  met  Grace  Bedell  Billings  (who,  by  the  way,  is  the 
aunt  of  L.  E.  Bedell,  Romeo,  Mich.,  banker),  the  Helms,  Henry  B. 
Rankin,  the  last  surviving  student  who  studied  in  Lincoln's  office, 
William  H.  Townsend  and  others. 
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17,     1932. 

Lincoln's  Beard 


I  Grace  Bedell   Still   Treasures   Letter 
the  Candidate  Wrote  to  Her. 

To  the  Editor  or  The  Sun— Sir: 
In  The  Sun  of  this  evening  I  noticed 
a  communication  from  J.  W,  Redway 
of  Mount  Vernon  regarding:  the 
whisker-growing  episode  in  the  life  of 
Abraham  Lincoln.  I  am  inclosing  a 
verbatim  copy  of  the  letter  Mr.  Lincoln 
wrote  my  aunt  in  1860. 

My  aunt  was  then  a  child  of  12  living 
with  her  parents,  Norman  and  Amanda 
Bedell,  in  Westfield.  N.  Y.  My  grand- 
father brought  a  lithograph  of  Mr. 
Lincoln  home  with  him  in  that  Presi- 
dential campaign  and  the  entire  family 
commented  upon  Lincoln's  appearance. 
But  my  aunt  did  more  than  comment; 
she  wrote  him  that  she  "thought  he 
would  be  handsomer  if  he  wore 
whiskers."  Then,  doubtless  thinking 
her  frankness  might  hurt  his  feelings, 
she  added  that  she  "thought  the 
fence"  (behind  which  Mr.  Lincoln  was 
standing),  was  "real  pretty."-  Unknown 
to  the  rest  of  the  family  my  aunt  sent 
this  letter,  addressing  it  to  "The  Kon. 
Abraham  Lincoln  Esq." 

Could  anything  better  illustrate  the 
kindliness  of  this  man  than  the  reply 
he  sent  to  my  aunt?  Even  in  the  heat 
and  battle  of  the  political  events  of 
that  period  he  paused  long  enough  to 
answer  this  childish  letter. 

When  he  passed  through  Westfield 
on  his  way  to  the  White  House  and  to 
his  death,  as  the  train  stopped  he 
stepped  on  the  platform  to  address  a 
few  words  to  the  crowd  at  the  station 
and  he  said:  "I  have  a  little  friend 
living  in  this' town— Miss  Gracie  Bedell 
—if  she  is  present  I  would  like  to 
see  her." 

She  was  present  on  the  outskirts  of  j 
the  crowd  and  some  one  saw  and 
recognized  her  and  lifted  her  up  over 
the  heads  of  the  people  and  sat  her 
down  on  the  platform  by  Lincoln's 
side.  He  lifted  her  in  his  arms  and 
kissed  her  and,  pointing  to  his  beard, 
he  said,  "You  see,  I  have  followed 
your  advice,  Gracie." 

Mv  aunt  is  still  living  and  as  re- 
cently as  three  years  ago  was  guest  of 
honor  at  a  Lincoln  celebration  at 
Snringfield. 

Her  name  Is  now  Mrs.  Grace  Bedell 
Billings  and  her  home  is  in  Del- 
phos,  Kan. 

I  have  a  photographic  copy  of  the 
inclosed  letter.  My  aunt,  of  course, 
has  the  original,  for  which  she  has 
received  many  tempting  offers  from 
historical  societies  and  from  private 
individuals.  (Miss)  Belle  Fawcett. 
New  York,  February  15. 


Ltncot.Vs  Letter  to  a  Twelve-Year-old  Gibi. 
Who   Advised   Him   to   Grow   a   Eeakd. 

PRIVATE. 

Springfield,  111.,  Oct.  19,  1860. 
Miss  Grace  Bedell, 

My   Dear   Little    Miss: 

Your  very  agreeable  letter  of  the 
15th  is  received. 

I  regret  the  necessity  of  saying  I 
have  no  daughters.  I  have  three 
sons— one  17  and  one  9  and  one  7. 
They,  with  their  mother,  constitute 
my  whole  family. 

As   to   the   whiskers,    having  never 
worn    any,    do    you    not    think    people 
w-ould  call  it  a  piece  of  silly  affecta- 
tion if  I  were  to  begin  It  now? 
Your  very  sincere  well-wisher, 

A.  Lincoln. 


Before  President  Lincoln's  special  train  arrived  at  Westfield,  IT.  Y., 
Mr.  Lincoln  is  said  to  have  asked  Hon.  Geo.  W.  Patterson  whose  home  was 
in  Westfield  if  he  knew  a  family  there  named  Bedell.  Mr,  Patterson  replied, 
in  the  affirmative  whereupon  Mr.  Lincoln  told  him  that  he  had  received  a 
letter  from  a  little  girl  named  Grace  Bedell  in  which  she  had  advised  him 
to  wear  whiskers,  thinking  it  woiild  improve  his  looks.  He  said,  "The  char- 
acter of  the  letter  was  unique,  so  different  from  the  many  self-seeking  and 
threatening  ones  I  was  receiving  every  day  that  it  came  to  me  as  a  relief 
and  a  pleasure." 

I  was  at  the  station  with  my  two  sisters  and  a  Mr.  McCormack  who  had 
escorted  us  there  when  the  president's  train  arrived.  In  my  hand  was  a 
bouquet  of  roses  which  a  niehgbor  had  furnished  so  that  I  might  give  them 
to  the  president.  The  crowd  was  so  large  and  I  was  so  little  that  I  could 
not  see  the  president  as  he  stood  on  the  rear  platform  of  his  train  making 
his  address.  But  at  the  end  of  a  short  speech  He  announced,  "I  have  a 
little  correspondent  in  this  place,  and  if  she  is  present  will  s  he  please 
come  forward?^ 

"Who  is  it?— What  is  her  name?"  shouted  a  chorus  of  voices  from  the 
crowd. 

"Grace  Bedell,"  answered  Mr.  Lincoln. 

Taking  my  hand,  the  gentleman  who  had  escorted  us  to  the  station  made 
a  lane  through  the  crowd  and  led  me  to  the  low  platform  beside  the  train. 
The  president  stepped  down  from  the  car,  shook  my  hand,  and  kissed  me.   "You 
dee,"  he  said,  indicating  his  beard,  "I  let  these  whiskers  grow  for  you, 
Grace." 

The  crowd  cheered  and  the  president  reentered  his  car.  I  was  so  sur- 
prised and  embarassed  by  the  president's  unexpected  conduct  that  I  ran  home 
as  fast  as  I  could,  dodging  in  and  out  between  horses  and  buggies  and  once 


II 


once  crawling  -under  a  wagon,  S$ch  was  my  confusion  that  I  completely  forgot 
the  "bouquet  of  roses  that  I  was  going  to  give  to  the  great  man  to  whom  I  had 
offered  such  rare  advice,  and  when  I  arrived  home  I  had  the  stems,  all  that 
remained  of  the  bouquet,  still  tightly  clutched  in  my  hand. 

It  seemed  to  me  as  the  president  stooped  to  kiss  me  that  he  looked 
very  kind,  yes,  and  sad. 


(Cut  Line) 


From  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Railroad  Tracks  at  Westfield,  New  York 
The  Lincoln  inaugural  train  stopped  at  Westfield,  Chautauqua 
County,  New  York  on  February  16,  1861.  Grace  Bedell  went  to 
the  railroad  station  to  see  the  President-elect,  accompanied 
by  two  older  3isters,  one  of  whom  had  an  escort  by  the  name 
of  KcCormack.  Lincoln  could  be  heard,  but  because  of  the 
crowd  Grace  got  only  a  few  glimpses  of  the  new  President. 
Once  she  heard  him  inquire  for  her,  she  took  the  hand  of  her 
sister's  beau  who  made  a  line  through  the  crowd  and  led  her 
to  a  low  nlatform  along  the  track  beside  the  train. 
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Why  Lincoln  Grew  A  Beard 
by 

Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren 
Director  of  the  Lincoln 
National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne ,  Indiana 

Scene  1.   The  living  room  in  the  Bedell  Home  in  Westfield,  New  York,  on 
the  15th  of  October,  i860.   Mrs.  Bedell  is  seated  in  a  chair  by  a  table  busily 
knitting,  and  on  the  other  side  of  the  table  her  11  year  old  daughter,  Grace,  is 
cutting  out  paper  dolls. 

Mrs.  Bedell:   "Your  father  said  he  would  be  home  from  the  Fair  before 
dark,  but  unless  he  comes  very  soon  he'll  not  make  it." 

Grace:   "Are  the  boys  coming  home  with  him,  Mother?" 

Mrs.  Bedell:   "No,  they  said  they  would  come  later  in  the  evening  with  the 
rest  of  the  young  people, " 

Grace:   "Don't  you  like  this  doll  dress,  Mother?  It  looks  like  a  dress 
you  made  for  me  last  Easter. " 

(Grace  holds  up  a  paper  doll  dress  for  her  mother  to  see,  and  just  as  she 
does  so  the  door  opens  and  Mr.  Bedell  walks  in). 

Mr.  Bedell:   "Hello,  everybody,  (he  looks  around  the  room)  where  is  the 
baby?" 

Mrs.  Bedell:   "Why  she  has  been  asleep  now  for  an  hour." 

Grace:   "What  is  that  long  roll  of  paper  in  your  hand,  Daddy?" 

Mr.  Bedell:   "Oh,  a  picture  of  Lincoln,  one  of  the  presidential 
candidates.   I  got  it  at  the  Fair  this  afternoon.   (He  hands  the  picture  over  to 
Grace,  who  unrolls  it).   Everyone  at  the  Fair  today  was  talking  politics  and  there 
were  several  fine  speeches.   It  seemed  to  me  that  most  of  the  people  there  were  for 
Lincoln. " 

Grace:   "Who  are  you  going  to  vote  for,  Daddy?" 

Mr.  Bedell:   "I  guess  I'll  go  for  Lincoln." 

Grace:   "Lincoln  has  an  awful  thin  face,  hasn't  he,  Mother?"   (Grace  in 
the  meantime  has  taken  the  picture  over  and  shown  it  to  her  mother). 

Mrs.  Bedell:   "Yes,  he  looks  very  sad." 

Grace:   "Don't  you  think  he  would  look  better  if  he  wore  a  beard  like 
Daddy?" 

Mrs.  Bedell:   "I  like  to  see  men  wear  beards.   It  makes  them  look  more 
dignified. " 

Grace.:   "Daddy,  I  wonder  why  Mr.  Lincoln  doesn't  wear  a  beard?" 

Mr.  Bedell:   "I  don't  know,  why  don't  you  write  and  ask  him?" 

Grace:   "Really,  Daddy,  do  you  think  I  ought  to?" 

Mr,  Bedell:   "Oh,  I  was  just  fooling." 

Mrs.  Bedell:   "I  do  not  know  as  it  would  do  any  harm  for  Grace  to  send 
him  a  letter.   She  writes  real  well  for  a  girl  eleven  years  old.   I  do  not  expect, 
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though,  that  a  great  man  like  Mr.  Lincoln  would  pay  any  attention  to  it." 

Grace :   "Can  I  write,  Mother?  Can  I?  Can  I?" 

Mrs.  Bedell:   "Just  as  your  father  thinks  about  it." 

Grace:   "Can  I  write,  Daddy?" 

Note  -  There  is  no  royalty  charged  for  the  performance  of  this  play.  It  may  not 
he  produced,  however,  without  the  announcement  that  the  script  is  made  available 
through  the  courtesy  of  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company* 

Mr.  Bedell:   "Why,  yes,  if  you  want  to.   You  might  tell  him  he  is  sure 
of  getting  three  votes  from  our  family  and  possibly  one  or  two  more." 

Grace:   "Can  I  write  the  letter  now,  Mother?" 

Mrs.  Bedell:   "Yes,  if  you  won't  take  so  long  that  it  will  keep  you  up 
too  late.   You  can  take  it  to  the  Post  Office  in  the  morning." 

Mr.  Bedell:   "Well,  wife,  I  wouldn't  mind  if  I  had  a  snack  to  eat." 

Mrs.  Bedell:   "I  have  something  already  prepared  for  you  out  in  the 
kitchen."   (Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bedell  leave  from  one  side  of  the  room  and  Grace  goes  out 
with  her  paper  from  the  other  side.) 

Scene  II 


Living  room  in  the  Lincoln  home  at  Springfield,  Illinois  on  October  19, 
i860.   Mrs.  Lincoln  is  reading  a  story  to  Willie  and  Tad  9  and  J   years  of  age, 
respectively.   Both  boys  are  leaning  on  her  chair,  one  on  one  side  and  one  on  the 
other.   Mrs.  Lincoln  stops  reading  abruptly. 

Mrs.  Lincoln:   "I  think  I  heard  your  father  come  up  the  steps."   (All 
three  listen  attentively  a  moment  or  two,  when  Mr.  Lincoln  opens  the  door  and  steps 
into  the  room.   The  two  boys  make  a  dash  for  him,  shouting. ) 

Willie  and  Tad,  in  unison:   "Hello,  Dad." 

(The  boys  begin  searching  in  Lincoln's  coat  pockets) 

Mr.  Lincoln:   "Here  you  young  hyenas,  don't  tear  my  coat  off  of  my  back." 

(Willie  finds  a  bag  of  candy  and  starts  off  with  it,  with  Tad  after  him) 

Tad;   "Come  on,  give  me  some;  don't  be  a  pig." 

(Mr.  Lincoln  takes  off  his  coat,  throws  it  down  on  the  seat  of  a  chair 
and  puts  his  stove  pipe  hat  on  top  of  it.) 

Mrs.  Lincoln:   "How  many  more  threatening  letters  did  you  get  today?" 

Mr.  Lincoln:   "Oh,  about  the  usual  number,  but  I  received  a  mighty  sweet 
one  from  a  young  lady, " 

(During  this  conversation  Willie  and  Tad  are  seated  on  the  floor,  both 
making  away  with  the  candy. ) 

Mrs.  Lincoln:   "I  suppose  it  was  from  another  one  of  those  autograph 
hunters, " 

Mr.  Lincoln:   "No,  this  correspondent  wasn't  asking  for  anything,  but  she 
gave  me  what  appears  to  be  some  pretty  good  advice.   She  seems  to  think  if  I  will 
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follow  out  her  instructions  there  will  he  no  question  about  my  heing  elected  to  the 
presidency  next  month." 

Mrs,  Lincoln:   "Oh,  I  see,  one  of  those  political  busy-bodies." 

Mr.  Lincoln;  "Again  you  are  wrong,  Mary,  but  since  I  have  your  curiosity 
sufficiently  aroused,  I  expect  I'd  better  read  the  letter  which  I  brought  home  with 
me.   I  think  probably  the  boys  would  like  to  hear  it,  too." 

(At  this  statement,  the  boys  jump  up  from  the  floor  and  gather  about  the 
chair  where  Mr.  Lincoln  has  seated  himself.   In  the  meantime  he  takes  out  the  letter, 
puts  on  his  glasses  and  starts  reading. ) 

Mr.  Lincoln:   "Westfield,  Chatauqua  County,  New  York,  October  15,  i860, 
Honorable  A.  B.  Lincoln.   Dear  Sir:   My  father  has  just  come  home  from  the  Fair,  and 
brought  home  your  picture  and  Mr.  Hamlin's.   I  am  a  little  girl  only  eleven  years 
old. 

(Here  Willie  interrupts.   He  has  been  closely  observing  the  letter.) 

Willie:   "She's  a  pretty  good  writer,  isn't  she,  Daddy?" 

Mr.  Lincoln:   "Yes,  and  she's  only  about  a  year  older  than  you  are. 
You've  got  a  birthday  coming  pretty  soon,  now,  and  then  you'll  be  ten." 

Mrs.  Lincoln:   "Willie,  you  shouldn't  interrupt  your  father  right  in  the 
midst  of  reading  the  letter." 

Mr.  Lincoln:   "I'll  begin  again.   'I  am  a  little  girl  only  eleven  years 
old  but  want  you  should  be  President  of  the  United  States  very  much,  so  I  hope  you 
won't  think  me  very  bold  to  write  to  such  a  great  man  as  you  are. '" 

(Here  Tad  interrupts  and  looks  up  at  his  father.) 

Tad:   "Are  you  a  great  man,  Daddy?" 

Mr.  Lincoln:   "No,  my  boy,  I  guess  not.   Sometimes  I  feel  as  if  I'm  about 
the  humblest  man  in  Springfield  -  just  a  poor  country  lawyer." 

Mrs,  Lincoln:   "Will  you  two  boys  please  let  your  father  read  that  letter? 
I  want  to  hear  what  this  young  lady  of  eleven  years  has  to  say." 

Mr.  Lincoln:   "Well,  I'll  continue  where  I  left  off.   'Have  you  any  little 
girls  about  as  large  as  I  am?   If  so,  give  them  my  love,  and  tell  them  to  write  to 
me  if  your  cannot  answer  this  letter.'"' 

(Willie  interrups  again. ) 

Willie:   "I'll  answer  it,  Daddy.   We  haven't  any  little  girls  in  our 
family."  - 

(Mr.  Li-roln  and  Mrs.  Lincoln  pay  no  attention,  and  Mr. Lincoln  continues). 

Mr.  Lincoln:   "I  have  got  four  brothers  and  part  of  them  will  vote  for  you 
anyway,  and  if  you  will  let  your  whiskers  grow  I  will  try  and  get  the  rest  of  them 
to  vote  for  you,  for  you  would  look  a  great  deal  better,  for  your  face  is  so  thin. " 

(At  this  point  Mr.  Lincoln  laughs  heartily  and  Mrs.  Lincoln  smiles  and 
looks  over  at  Abraham) . 

Mrs.  Lincoln:   "You  know,  I  think  there  may  be  something  to  that,  Abraham." 
Mr.  Lincoln:   "I'm  afraid  you  spoke  too  soon,  Mary.  Listen  to  this." 
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(Mr.  Lincoln  now  continues  with  the  letter) 

Mr.  Lincoln:   "All  the  ladies  like  whiskers." 

Mr.  Lincoln  pauses  -  looks  over  at  Mary  and  says:   "You  are  so  jealous  of 
me  now,  Mary,  what  will  it  come  to  if  I  improve  my  good  looks  "by  wearing  whiskers?" 

Mrs.  Lincoln:   "Read  on." 

Mr.  Lincoln:   "All  the  ladies  like  whiskers  and  they  would  tease  their 
husbands  to  vote  for  you,  and  then  you  would  he  President." 

(Tad  interrupts  again) 

Tad:   "Is  that  so,  Daddy?  Would  you  he  President  if  you  wore  whiskers?" 

Mrs.  Lincoln:   "I  wish  you  hoys  would  let  you  father  finish  this  letter." 

(Mr.  Lincoln  is  smiling) 

Mr.  Lincoln:   "My  father  is  going  to  vote  for  you,  too,  hut  I  will  try  and 
get  everyone  to  vote  for  you  that  I  can.   I  think  that  rail  fence  around  your 
picture  makes  it  look  very  pretty.   I  have  got  a  little  hahy  sister.   She  is  nine 
weeks  old  and  is  just  as  cunning  as  can  he.   When  you  direct  your  letter  direct  it 
to  Grace  Bedell,  Westfield,  Chatauqua  County,  New  York.   I  must  not  write  any  more. 
Answer  this  letter  right  off.   Good-hye.   Grace  Bedell." 

(Mr.  Lincoln  concludes  letter,  folds  it  up,  puts  it  in  his  pocket,  and 
addresses  wife. ) 

Mr.  Lincoln:   "Now,  mother,  what  do  you  think  of  that?" 

Mrs.  Lincoln:   "Well,  I'd  rather  think  it  over  before  I  tell  you  whether 
or  not  you  should  grow  a  heard. " 

Willie;   "Daddy,  can  I  answer  the  letter  as  long  as  we  have  no  little 
girls?" 

Mr.  Lincoln:   "I  am  sorry,  Willie,  hut  I've  already  answered  the  letter 
and  have  the  reply  in  my  pocket.   You  know  your  mother  has  made  a  rule  that  she 
must  see  any  correspondence  I  have  with  young  ladies.   I  answered  this  letter  right 
away  as  the  little  girl  suggested,  and  here  it  is.   You  can  read  it  for  us,  Willie, 
and  your  mother  can  listen  to  see  if  it  is  all  right." 

(Willie  takes  the  letter  from  his  father,  goes  over  to  his  mother ' s  chair 
so  that  she  can  look  on  with  him,  and  starts  reading. ) 

Willie:   "Springfield,  Illinois,  Octoher  19,  i860.   Miss  Grace  -  'how  do 
you  pronounce  that  word,  mother?'   (He  spells  it  out)  B-E-D-E-L-L. " 

Mrs.  Lincoln:   "Bedell." 

(Willie  looks  up  at  his  mother.   He  doesn't  pronounce  the  word  which  has 
been  too  much  for  him,  but  goes  on  reading. ) 

Willie:   "My  dear  little  Miss.   Your  very  agreeable  letter^dfr  the  15th  is 
received.   I  regret  the  necessity  of  saying  I  have  no  daughter^   I  have  three  sons; 
one  Y],    one  9>  and  one  7." 

(Tad  interrupts  again  after  Willie  says  7) 

Tad:   "That's  me,  daddy,  I'm  7." 

Willie:   "Didn't  you  hear  what  Mother  said  ahout  talking." 

Tad:   "Yes,  hut  that  was  when  Daddy  was  reading. " 
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( Willie  continues  the  letter) 

Willie:   "years  of  age.   They,  with  their  mother  constitute  my  whole  family. 
As  to  the  whiskers,  never  having  worn  any,  do  you  not  think  people  would  call  it  a 
piece  of  silly  — " 

(Willie  stops  again  and  looks  up  at  his  mother  and  points  at  the  word) 

Mrs.  Lincoln:   "Affection." 

(Willie  continues  to  read.) 

Willie:  "silly  affection  if  I  were  to  begin  it  now?  Your  very  sincere 
well  wisher.  A.  Lincoln." 

(Willie  hands  the  letter  back  to  his  father,  who  puts  it  in  his  pocket, 
and  removes  his  glasses.) 

Mr,  Lincoln:   "Now  Mary,  do  you  approve  of  my  answer?" 

Mrs.  Lincoln::  "Well,  I  don't  know  whether  it  would  be  silly  or  not  for 
you  to  grow  whiskers  if  it  would  make  you  look  more  dignified.  Perhaps  we  could 
talk  more  about  it  later  as  I  expect  supper  is  ready  by  this  time." 

(At  the  word  supper,  both  Tad  and  Willie  bolt  out  followed  by  Mrs.  Lincoln, 
who  picks  up  Abraham's  hat  and  coat  as  he  drags  along  behind.) 

Scene  III 

The  railroad  depot  platform  at  Westf ield,  Chatauq-ua  County,  New  York  on 
February  l6,  l86l.   (A  sign  might  be  printed  showing  the  word  "Westfield  Depot" 
which  would  give  the  proper  atmosphere.)   If  the  play  is  being  given  in  a  school 
room,  the  entire  group  might  serve  as  the  crowd  waiting  at  the  depot  for  the 
appearance  of  the  special  train  on  which  Mr.  Lincoln  and  his  family  are  traveling 
on  to  Washington  for  the  inaugural.   Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bedell  and  their  daughter,  Grace, 
are  on  the  platform  waiting. ) 

Mr.  Bedell:   "We  are  here  in  time  all  right,  but  it's  lucky  we  didn't 
wait  much  longer  or  we  never  would  have  made  it  through  that  crowd. " 

Mrs,,  Bedell:  "During  all  the  time  I've  lived  here  I  have  never  seen  so 
many  people  in  Westfield. " 

Grace:   "Do  you  think  I  will  be  able  to  see  him  from  here,  Daddy?" 

Mr.  Bedell:   "You  needn't  worry  about  that,  everybody  will  see  Mr.  Lincoln, 
because  he  is  taller  than  nearly  anyone  else." 

Grace:   "He  must  have  grown  a  beard,  Daddy,  for  so  many  people  voted  for 
him. " 

Mr.  Bedell:   "Well,  it  won't  be  long  now  before  we  find  out.   The  people 
up  the  track  seem  to  be  shifting  about.   Yes,  they  are  starting  to  cheer." 

(Have  the  audience  cheering  for  the  approaching  train  bearing  the 
President-Elect  of  the  United  States,  saying:  "Here  he  comes.'"   "Hurrah  for  Abe," 
etc. ) 

Mrs.  Bedell:   "You  hold  on  to  my  hand,  now,  Grace,  so  you  won't  get  pushed 
under  that  train.   It  looks  as  if  the  last  car  is  going  to  stop  right  out  there  in 
front  of  us . " 


*  '  "  -6- 

Grace:   "Mother,  there  are  two  small  boys  looking  out  the  train  window. 
I  wonder  if  they're  Mr.  Lincoln's  boys?" 

Mrs.  Bedell:   "The  paper  says  Mrs.  Lincoln  and  the  boys  are  travelling 
with  him. " 

(The  train  comes  to  a  stop  and  Mr.  Lincoln  appears.) 

Grace:   "There  he  is.'   There  he  is,  Mother,  and  he  has  done  it.'   He  has 
grown  a  beard  Mother,  he  has.'" 

(Mr.  Lincoln  addresses  the  people) 

Mr.  Lincoln:   "Ladies  and  Gentlemen.   I  am  not  vain  enough  to  believe  that 
you  are  here  with  any  wish  to  see  me  as  an  individual,  but  because  I  am  for  the  time 
being  the  representative  of  the  American  people.   I  could  not,  if  I  would,  address 
you  at  any  length.   I  have  not  the  strength,  even  if  I  had  the  time,  for  a  speech 
at  each  of  these  many  interviews  that  are  afforded  me  on  my  way  to  Washington.   I 
am  here  merely  to  see  you  and  to  let  you  see  me  and  to  bid  you  farewell.   I  hope 
it  will  be  understood  that  it  is  not  from  any  disinclination  to  oblige  anybody 
that  I  do  not  address  you  at  greater  length.   -  During  the  campaign  just  passed  I 
received  a  letter  from  a  young  girl  of  this  place  in  which  I  was  kindly  admonished 
to  do  certain  things  and  among  others,  to  let  my  whiskers  grow,  and  as  I  have  actdd 
upon  that  piece  of  advice,  I  would  be  glad  to  welcome  my  fair  correspondent  if  she 
is  among  the  crowd. " 

(Voices  from  the  crowd  -  "What's  her  name?  Who  is  it?") 

Mr.  Lincoln:   "Grace  Bedell  is  her  name." 

Mrs.  Bedell:   "Grace,  he  wants  to  see  you.   The  President  of  the  United 
States  wants  to  see  you. " 

Mr.  Bedell:   "Just  think,  Abraham  Lincoln  wants  to  see  you.   You're  not 
afraid,  are  you?"   Grace:   "Oh,  no,  he  looks  so  good  and  kind." 

(Grace  steps  up  to  meet  the  President,  who  grasps  both  her  hands  in  his. ) 
Mr.  Lincoln:   "So  this  is  little  Grace  Bedell.   You  see,  Grace,  I  have 
let  my  whiskers  grow  for  you.  " 


DEATHS   OF  A   DAY 

Grace  B.  Billints 


Kansas  Woman  Said  to  Have  In- 
spired   Lincoln's    Beard 

Delphos,  Kan.,  Nov.  3.— (AP)  — 
Mrs.  Grace  Bedell  Billints,  88,  who 
as  a  girl  was  reputed  to  have  in- 
duced Abraham  Lincoln  to  grow  a 
heard,  died  yesterday. 

During  the  election  campaign  of 
1860,  Mrs  Billints,  then  an  11-year- 
old  girl  living  in  Westfleld,  N.  Y., 
noticed  some  election  poster  por- 
traits of  Lincoln. 

"Shocked,"  as  she  described  it,  by 
his  smooth-shaven  face,  she 
scrawled  this  letter  to  the  Repub- 
lican Presidential  nominee: 

"Dear  Mr.  Lincoln:  I  think  you 
would  look  better  with  whiskers 
Two  of  my  brothers  are  Repub- 
licans, two  are  Democrats.  I  think 
I  coulci  get  my  Democratic  broth- 
ers to  vote  for  you  if  you  wore  a 
beard.  The  rail  fence  around  your 
picture  in  the  poster  is  very  pretty 
Have  you   any   little   girls?" 

Four  days  later  she  received  this 
answer  from  Lincoln: 

"My  dear  Grace  Bedell:  Your 
very  agreeable  letter  of  the  15th  re- 
ceived. I  regret  to  say  I  have  no 
little  girl.  I  have  three  sons,  one 
17  years  old,  one  9  and  one  7. 
Speaking  of  whiskers,  don't  you 
think  people  would  call  it  a  silly 
affectation  if  I  should  begin  wear- 
ing whiskers?" 

At  the  time  of  her  death  Mrs. 
Billints  still  had  the  letter  she  re- 
ceived from  Lincoln. 


w^ 


LINCOLN'S    BEARD 

\N  American  sculptor  who  is  carv- 
ing a  head  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
wants  to  denude  him  of  his  beard  on 
the  plea  that  he  did  not  grow  it  until 
he  became  President. 

The  argument  is  unsound.  What 
would  Nelson.be  with  two  eyes  and 
two  arms  ;  Disraeli  without  his  eye- 
glass ;  Boadicea  minus  her  javelin  ; 
Oliver  Cromwell   vvartless  ? 

These  things  help  to  keep  the  great 
upon  their  pedestals. 
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Wbiskerfnos  Will 

I  Honor  Lincoln 

The  memory  of  Abraryim  Lincoln 
'will    he     hoiuwed     el    a     Lincoln's 
: Birthday  pt/fcijfm  if  thy*  Sacramen- 
to   Junior    cutmge   atrflitorium    Fri- 
day  night,    Fepruary   10th,    by    the 
Whiskerinos  m  the»  World. 

Why  Lincoln  Grew  a  Beard,  an 
authentic  one  act  play,  will  be 
presented  by  the  Sacramento  Com- 
munity  Players. 

Other  features  are  being  planned, 
including  a  contest  for  the  best 
Lincoln   type   beard. 

Must    Be    Real    Whiskers 

Whiskerinos  of  the  entire  Sacra- 
mento Valley  are  eligible  to  com- 
pete. The  only  requirement  is  that 
the  whiskers  must  be  real.  The 
man  selected  to  portray  Lincoln  in 
the  play  will  not  be  allowed  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  contest. 

Local  Whiskerino  officials  say 
there  are  several  good  specimens  in 
Sacramento,  one  at  Diamond 
Springs  and  one  at  Auburn. 

Rehearsals    Are    Planned 

Rehearsals  for  the  play,  directed 
by  Artie  Lane,  are  to  be  started 
immediately.  Try  outs  will  be  held 
for  the  Lincoln  actor  who  will  be 
chosen   within   a  day  or   two. 

The  play  will  be  produced 
through  the  courtesy  of  the  Liiux*+» 
National  Life  Foundation.  It  will 
be  the  nrst  'presentation  on  the 
Pacific   Coast. 

Dr.  Roscoe  Clark,  director  of  the 
Whiskerinos  of  the  World,  is  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  arrange- 
ments. George  von  Ilagel,  director 
of  instrumental  music  for  the  city 
schools,  will  have  charge  of  the 
music. 

Boy    Scouts    will    usher    1 
performance. 


of    the 
for  j/ne 


SACRAMENTO.  CALIF.. 
FEBRUARY  10, 1939 

Lincoln  Double 
Will  Be  Chosen 
ByWhiskerinos 

The  best  Abraham  Lincofij  double 
will  be  selected  topighj;  at  the  Sac- 
ramento Junior  College  auditorium 
at  a  contest  sponsored  by  the  Whis- 
kerinos  of  ttyfe  World. 

The   contest    will    climax    a    Lin- 
coln's birthday  program  starting  at 
!8  o'clock.   Admission   to  the   public 
is  free 

Chief  Whiskerino  R.  L.  Moore  an- 
I  nounced  approximately  fifteen  men 
with  beards  resembling  that  of  Lin- 
coln already  have  entered  the  com- 
petition. 

Boy  Scouts  To  Assist 
The  program  will  open  with  the 
presentation  of  patriotic  exercises 
by  Troop  1  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of 
America,  directed  by  Scoutmaster 
Wesley  Hetherington. 

This  will  be  followed  by  a  drama- 
tization of  a  significant  period  of 
early  California  history  featuring 
John  Fremont  and  Kit  Carson. 
Special  authentic  Indian  costumes 
are  to  be  worn  by  the  actors. 

The  curtain  will  then  rise  for  a 
play,  Why  Lincoln  Grew  A  Beard, 
presented  by  the  Sacramento  Com- 
munity Players.  Paul  Lagergren 
will  portray  Lincoln.  Others  in  the 
cast  are  Velma  Burns,  Albert  Ba- 
bayco,  Albert  Engel,  Victor  Burns, 
Irene  Johnston  and  Yvonne  Filbert. 
Contest  To  Be  Held 
Afte/  the  conclusion  of  the 
dram/^  the  stage  will  be  cleared 
for  /the  contest.  Superior  Judge 
Pelfr  J.  Shields,  Justice  R.  L. 
TJffompson  of  the  third  district 
urt  of  appeal,  President  J.  B. 
illaid  of  the  junior  college,  Rob- 
ert E.  Murphy,  general  agent  of 
the  Lincoln,  Nalitfual  Life  Insurance 
Company  and  Moore  are  the  judges. 
Contestants  will  be  judged  on  the 
basis  of  the  appearance  of  their 
face  and  beard,  hight,  weight  and 
carriage  and  clothes. 

Natural  growing  wiskers  are  re- 
quired. The  entries  do  not  have  to 
belong  to  the  Whiskerinos  of  the 
World. 

Musical  selections  will  be  played 
during  the  evening  by  the  Sacra- 
mento High  School  band,  directed 
by  George  von  Hagel.  Dr.  Roscoe 
Clark  is  chairman  of  the  commit^ 
tee  on  arrangements.  / 


Woman  Who  Told  Lincoln 
To  Grow  Beard  Dies    A 


Last  rites  for  Mrs.  Ella  Virginia 
Shearer  Bushnell,  90,  who,  as  a 
girl,  advised  Abraham  Lincoln  to 
grow  a  beard,  wore  to  ho  hold  at 
3  p.m.  today  at  the  Brown  & 
Wiget  Mortuary.  735  \V.  Wash- 
ington Blvd.  Interment  will  be 
in  Albion,  N.  Y.,  where  Mrs.  Bush- 
nell was  born  June  3,  1830. 

Mrs.  Bushnpll  died  Wednesday 
at  the  home  of  her  son,  Harry  M. 
Shearer  Sr.,  1238' 2  N.  Sycamore 
A\'e.  She  came  here  from  Albion 
18  years  ago. 

Mrs.  Bushnell  was  a  descendant 
of  a  Quaker  family  which  came 
from  England  and  settled  on  Long 
Island  in  New  York  in  1656.  She 
was  the  granddaughter  of  Capt. 
Samuel  Hill,  who  fought  in  the 
war  of  1812.  Her  first  husband, 
Dr.  Franklin  B.  Shearer,  was  an 
officer  in  the  Eighth  Cavalry  of 
New  York  in  the  Civil  War.  Her 
son  served  in  the  Spanish  Ameri- 


"P,«i«e    <•    tht    britt    diet    /or    u» 
after  all." 

— Rev.  S.  Smith, 

Watchmaker  fr  (jernoio^isf 

GEORGE  SCHNEIDER 

1649  North  Hudson  Ave. 
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as    did    her    son-in-law, 
Lowell    Smith    of    New 


can  Wai 
the  late 
York. 

One  grandson,  Harry  M.  Shear- 
er Jr.,  is  serving  in  the  quarter- 
master corps  of  the  United  States 
Army.  Another  grandson,  Ken- 
neth Shearer,  plans  to  enter  the 
United  States  Air  Corps  when  he 
graduates  from  the  University  of 
California  this  Spring. 

She  also  leaves  two  other  grand- 
sons, Milton  L.  Smith,  an  aircraft 
company  employe,  and  Albert 
Kingsley  of  Los  Angeles;  a  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Alice  S.  Smith  of  Ingle- 
wood,  and  a  granddaughter,  Doro- 
thy F.  Shearer,  a  Hollywood  High 
School  senior. 

Twice  widowed,  her  second  hus- 
band was  the  late  Porter  K.  Bush- 
nell, a  close  relative  of  the  builder 
of  the  Civil  War  Monitor. 

While  a  student  at  a  girls'  sem- 
inary in  Albion,  Mrs.  Bushnell  and 
a  chum  went  to  the  railroad  sta- 
tion to  hear  Candidate  Abraham 
Lincoln  speak.  Afterward  they 
wrote  to  him  and  suggested  he 
would  improve  his  appearance  by 
growing  a  heard.  Lincoln  acknowl- 
edged their  letter,  and  followed  the 
suggestion. 

Mrs.  Bushnell  was  active  in  pa- 
triotic societies  for  many  years. 
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An  article  a  day  of  enduring  significance,  in  condensed  permanent  booklet  form 
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The  little-known  true  story  of  a 
schoolgirl's  letter 


Why  Lincoln  Grew  a  Beard 

Condensed  from  "Lincoln's  Little  Correspondent" 
Hertha  Pauli 

""hioicn  he  wore  his  heard  only  Grace  Bedell  sat  in   her  little 

lour    years,    today    we    cannot  attic  room  looking  at  the  picture  her 

think  of  Abraham  Lincoln  without  father  had  brought  irom  the  fair.  It 

whiskers.  He  often  talked  about  the  was  not  a  drawing  and  it  was  not  a 

little  girl  in  upstate  New  York  who  painting;  there  were  neither  lines  nor 

was    responsible     for     the     famous  colors  in  it,  and  vet  you  could  make 

beard.  Few  know  her  name;  there  out  every  hair  on  Mr.  Lincoln's  head 

is  no  mention  of  n-year-old  Grace  and  every  crease  in  his  clothing.  It 
Bedell  in  some  of  the  thickest  Lin- 
coln books.  But  Abraham  Lincoln 
himself  would  tell                    ■   . 


the  story  with 
relish  and  add, 
with  a  chuckle, 
"How  small  a 
thing  will  some- 
times change  the 
whole  aspect  of 
our  lives!" 


was  the  first  photograph  Grace  had 
ever  seen.  It  gave  her  an  uncanny 
feeling  that  the 
gaunt  man  him- 
self was  looking 
at  her. 

Grace's  dingy 
oil  lamp  drew 
strange,  shadowy 
patterns  on  the 
black-and-white 


'Lincoln'. i  Kittle  Correspondent,"  profusely  illustrated  by  Fritz  Krcelcl.  will  be  published  early 
in  t(jy2  at  $2.50  by  DoubUday  &  Co.,  hie,  S75  Madison  Ave.,  New  V'or^  22,  N,  Y. 
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And  it  was  not  long  afterward  that 
Grace  got  the  following  letter: 

Private 
Springfield,  111.  Oct.  19.  r86o 

Miss  Grace  Bedell 
Westfield,  N.  Y. 

My  dear  little  Miss, 

Your  very  agreeable  letter  oJ  the 
151I1  is  received.  1  regret  the  necessity 
of  saying  1  have  no  daughters.  1  have 
three  sons,  one  seventeen,  one  nine,  and 
one  seven  years  of  age.  They,  with  their 
mother,  constitute  my  whole  family. 
As  to  the  whiskers,  having  never  worn 
any,  do  you  not  think  people  would  call 
it  a  piece  of  silly  affection  il  1  were  to 
liegin  it  now? 

Your  very  sincere  well-wisher, 
A.  Lincoln 

Word  came  that  on  February  16 
a  special  train  carrying  the  newly 
elected  Mr.  Lincoln  to  the  White- 
House  would  stop  at  a  station  near 
Westfield.  The  Bedell  family  ar- 
rived to  find  "Hail  to  the  Chief" 
spelled  out  in  big  letters  on  a  streamer 
across  the  tracks  and  the  Star-Span- 
gled Banner  Hying  from  the  roof. 

As  Grace  looked  around  at  the 
swarms  of  strange  people,  there  was 
a  sudden  hush.  A  thousand  cars 
strained  to  listen.  "Here  she  comes!" 

Grace  stretched  as  high  on  her 
toes  as  she  could  and  saw  the  top  of  a 
black  funnel  pass  slowly  behind  many 
heads,  hissing  and  puffing  smoke,  and 
then  the  flat  roof  of  a  car,  and  an- 
other, and  a  third  with  the  Stars  and 
Stripes  fluttering  over  the  platform. 

A  very  tall,  very  black  hat,  quietly 
sticking  out  of  a  lot  of  fidgety  black 
hats —  this  was  all  Grace  could  see. 


GREW  A  BEARD  3 

Cries  of  "Speech!  Speech!"  rose 
above  the  din,  and  Grace  held  her 
breath.  All  around  there  suddenly 
was  dead  silence. 

"Ladies  and  gentlemen,"  someone 
said,  "1  have  no  speech  to  make  and 
no  time  to  speak  in.  I  appear  before 
you  that  I  may  see  you,  and  that  you 
may  see  me." 

Grace  felt  ice-cold.  It  was  he.  His 
voice,  lie  was  up  there  on  the  plat- 
form. She  stretched  so  that  it  hurt, 
but  all  she  saw  was  the  wrinkled 
stovepipe  hat. 

"And  I'm  willing  to  admit  that  so 
far  as  the  ladies  are  concerned  I  have 
the  best  of  the  bargain." 

Laughter  rippled,  swelled,  burst 
through  the  crowd  as  though  a  spell 
were  broken. 

Lincoln  was  speaking  again.  "1 
have  but  one  question,  standing  here 
beneath  the  flag  of  our  country:  Will 
you  stand  by  me  as  I  stand  by  the  Hag?" 

I  lands  and  hats  and  women's  hand- 
kerchiefs rose  into  the  air  amid  thun- 
dering echoes:  "Yes  —  ves  —  wc  sure 
will,  Abe!" 

Once  more  she  heard  the  voice- 
that  made  you  feel  you  had  heard  11 
all  your  life.  "1  have  a  little  core- 
spondent in  this  place,"  he  said. 
"This  little  lady  saw  from  the  first 
what  great  improvement  might  be 
made  in  my  appearance.  If  she  is 
present,  I  would  like  to  speak  to  her." 

"Tell  us  the  name!"  people 
shouted.  "The  name!" 

And  Mr.  Lincoln  replied  distinctly : 
"Her  name  is  Grace  Bedell." 

Her  father  took  Grace's  hand  and 
led  her  forward.  She  went  without 


Nevi  York  Uorld-Telefram 
February  11,   19^9 


HearAboui 

Lincoln's 

Whiskers? 


WASHINGTON,  Feb.  11.— 
Because  an  admiring  little  girl 
told  him  "you  would  look  a 
great  deal  better"  with  whis- 
kers, Abraham  Lincoln  grew 
the  beard  that  is  so  much  a 
part  of  America's  image  ol  its 
16th  President. 

It  happened  in  the  fall  of 
I860,  in  the  closing  days  of  a 
bitter  Presidential  campaign 
in  the  shadow  of  the  oncom- 
ing Civil  War.  It's  an  oft-told 
story,  recalled  today  on  the 
eve  of  Lincoln's  150th  birthday 
anniversary. 

In  upstate  New  York,  11- 
year-old  Grace  Bedell  pondered 
a  picture  of  Abe  Lincoln,  the 
Republican  candidate.  Her 
father  had  brought  her 
picture  from  a  fair. 

After  a  while,  Grace 
down  and  wrote  to  Mr.  Lin- 
coln, saying  she  wanted  "you 
should  be  Px*esident  of  the 
United  States  very  much." 

"I  have  got  four  brothers 
and  part  of  them  will  vote  for 
you  anyway,"  Grace  confided. 
She  promised  that  "If  you  will 
let  your  whiskers  grow  I  will 
try  to  get  the  rest  of  them  to 
vote  for  you." 


the 


sat 


Mr.  Lincoln  got  the  letter  at 
his  home  in  Springfield,  111. 
Despite  the  heavy  demands  of 
the  campaign,  the  President-to- 
be  replied  at  once. 

He  wrote  Grace  he'd  never 
worn  any  whiskers,  and  asked 
her  in  a  gently  humorous  vein: 
"Do  you  not  think  people 
would  call  it  a  piece  of  silly 
affection  (sic)  if  I  were  to 
begin  it  now?" 

But  Grace's  advice  took,  be- 
cause Mr.  Lincoln  began  grow- 
ing his  beard  immediately. 
And,  whether  or  not  this  had 
anything  to  do  with  the  out- 
come, he  was  elected  several 
weeks  later. 

In  February,  1861,  Mr.  Lin- 
coln began  his  slow  train  trip 
to  Washington,  stopping  along 
the  way  for  rear  platform 
talks  to  crowds  that  turned 
out  to  see  him.  One  stop  was 
at  Westfield,  N.  Y.,  where 
Grace  lived. 

Mr.  Lincoln  had  not  forgot- 
ten her  letter.  He  told  her 
fellow  townsmen  about  it  and 
asked  if  she  was  in  the  audi-i 
ence. 

Bashfully,       Grace       camel 
through   the   crowd.   Mr.  Lin- 
coln   stooped    down   from    his 
great   height   and   kissed   her. 

Then  the  train  pulled  out 
and  the  President  headed  for 
the  great  cares  ahead. 


Union-Sun  &  Journal 
Lockport,   New  York 
February  11,   1959 


Lincoln  Took  Advice 
Of  Girl,  Grew  Beard 


WASHINGTON  (AP)  -  Because 
an  admiring  little  girl  told  him 
"you  would  look  a  great  deal  bet- 
ter" with  whiskers,  Abraham  Lin- 
coln grew  the  beard  that  is  so 
much  a  part  of  America's  image 
of  its  16th  president. 

It  happened  in  riie  fall  of  l&x), 
in  the  closing  days  of  a  bitter 
presidential  campaign  fought  in 
the  shadow  of  oncoming  civil  war. 
It's  an  oft-told  story,  recalled  to- 
day on  the  eve  of  Lincoln's  150th 
birthday  anniversary. 

In  Upstate  New  York,  11-year- 
old  Grace  Bedell  pondered  a  pic- 
ture of  Abe  Lincoln,  the  Republi- 
can candidate.  Her  father  had 
brought  her  the  picture  from  a 
fair. 

After  a  while,  Grace  sat  down 
and  wrote  to  Lincoln,  saying  "yju 
should  be  president  of  the  Uni'ed 
i  States  very  much." 

"I  have  got  four  brothers  and 


part  of  them  will  vote  for  you' 
anyway,"  Grace  confided.  She! 
promised  that  "if  you  will  letj 
your  whiskers  grow  I  will  try  to 
get  the  rest  of  them  to  vote  for 
you." 

"You  would.  ux>k  a  great  cjal 
better  tor  your  tace  is  so  tniii." 
The  little  New  York  girl  told 
Lincoln.  Then  she  added  this  per- 
suader: 

"All  the  ladies  like  whiskers 
and  they  would  tease  their  hus- 
bands to  vote  for  you  and  then  youj 
would  be  president." 

Lincoln  got  the  letter  at  his; 
home  in  Springfield,  111.  Despite! 
the  heavy  demands  of  the  cam-j 
paign,  the  president-to-be  replied 
at   once. 

He  wrote  Grace  he'd  never  worn 
any  whiskers,  and  asked  her  in  a 
gently  humorous  vein:  "Do  you 
not  think  people  would  call  it  a 
piece  of  silly  affection  (sic)  if  I 
were  to  begin  it  now?" 

But  Grace's  advise  took,  be- 
cause Lincoln  began  growing  his 
beard  immediately.  And  whether 
or  not  this  had  anything  to  do 
with  the  outcome,  he  was  elected 
several  weeks  later. 

In  February  1861,  Lincoln  began 
his  slow  train  trip  to  Washington, 
stopping  along  the  way  for  rear 
platform  talks  to  crowds  that 
turned  out  to  see  him. 

One  stop  was  at  Westfield,  N.  Y. 
where  Grace  lived. 

Lincoln  had  not  forgotten  her 
letter.  He  told  her  fellow  towns- 
men about  it  and  asked  if  she  was 
in  the  audience. 

Bashfully,  Grace  came  through 
the  crowd.  Lincoln  stooped  from 
his  great  height  and  kissed  her. 


Cleveland  Plain  Dealer 
February  12,  1959 


Wearing  glasses  as  he  read,  Feb.  9,   1864.  to 
his  favorite  son.  Tad. 

Hair  on  Lincoln  Chin 
Only  as  President 

By  PAT  GAKLING 

The  most  familiar  likenesses  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
show  him  wearing  a  beard. 

Yet,  oddly  enough,  Lincoln  was  clean  shaven  for 
all  of  his  life  except  the  last  five  years. 

But  because  he  deigned  to  enter  the  president's 
office  with  whiskers,  that  is  the  way  America  and  the 
world  remember  him  best. 


Lincoln  was  rearing  his  52nd 
birthday  and  had  just  been 
elected  president  in  November, 
1860,  when  the  first  young 
sprouts  began  to  appear  on  his 
chin. 

His  campaign  photos  had  all 
shown  him  clean  shaven,  just 
as  had  all  known  previous  pic- 
tures of  Lincoln.  But  his  beard 
began  to  appear  after  he  had 
received  a  letter  from  a  little 
girl,  Grace  Bedell  of  Westfield, 
N.  Y.,  on  Oct.  15,  1860. 

Miss  Bedell  wrote  that  "all 
the  ladies  like  whiskers  and 
they  would  tease  their  husbands 
to  vote  for  you  and  then  you 
would  be  president.". 


On  Oct.  19,  Lincoln  answered: 

"As  to  the  whiskers,  having 
never  worn  any,  do  you  not 
think  people  would  call  it  a 
piece  of  silly  affectation  if  I 
were  to  begin  it  now?"  he 
asked. 

But  he  took  her  advice,  it 
appears.  Thereafter  he  was 
bearded,  sometimes  permitting 
his  whiskers  to  grow  ear  to  ear 
and  at  other  times  trimming 
them  down  to  nothing  more 
than  a  fairly  heavy  chin  orna- 
ment, as  his  photographs  show. 

And  he  was  the  first  U.S. 
president  ever  to  go  into  office 
with  a  beard. 


The  appearance  of  the  beard 
was  a  catas trophy  to  Milton 
Bradley,  a  pioneer  lithographer 
in  1860. 

Bradley,  according  to  a 
school  supply  company  bearing 
his  name  in  Springfield,  Mass., 
had  received  a  signed  photo- 
graph of  Lincoln  from  Samuel 
Bowles,  editor  and  owner  of 
the  Springfield  Republican,  who 
had  obtained  it  directly  from 
the  Republican  presidential 
nominee. 

Feeling  he  had  a  business 
scoop  and  could  also  contrib- 
ute greatly  to  Lincoln's  cam- 
paign, Bradley  lithographed  j 
thousands  of  copies  of  the  | 
beardless  Lincoln  for  sale  and 
was  stuck  with  thousands  of 
beardless  Lincolns  when  the 
president-elect  decided  to  grow 
whiskers. 

Disheartened  and  threatened 
with  bankruptcy,  Bradley 
turned  instead  to  the  manufac- 
ture of  school  and  home  teach- 
ing aids  and  became  known  as 
the    "father    of    Ihe    American 


kindergarten,"      the      company 
has   reported. 

The  Bradley  company  er- 
roneously reported  that  Lincoln 
grew  his  beard  before  begin- 
ning hs  campaign.  This  is  ob- 
viously wrong  in  view  of  the 
letters  exchanged  in  October, 
I860,  between  Lincoln  and  Miss 
'Bedell.  Also,  there  is  no 
photographic  evidence  to  sup- 
port the  company's  statement, 
supplied  by  a  public  relations 
firm. 
Photographed   With    Spectacles 

Of  the  known  photographs 
of  the  great  president,  only  one 
shows  him  wearing  spectacles. 
This  was  taken  Feb.  9,  1864,  as 
Lincoln  read  to  his  favorite 
son,  Tad. 

At  the  same  time  and  place 
the  photograph  reproduced  on 
all  five-dollar  bills,  probably 
his  most  familiar  likeness,  was 
taken.  The  photographer  was 
the  famous  Matthew  Brady. 

Lincoln  came  to  Ohio  twice 
as  a  practicing  attorney,  both 
times  to  Cincinnati.  The  years 
were  1849  and  1855,  according 
to  the  Ohio  Lincoln  Ses- 
ouicenUnnial  Committee. 

In  1859  he  made  a  more  ex- 
tended ■'tip  into  the  state  as  a 
vote-getting  speaker  for  the 
Republicans. 


Five-dollar  bill. 


Four-cent  stamp. 


He  came  to  Cleveland  twice, 
but  the  second  time  in  death. 

His  first  visit  here  was  on 
Feb.  15,  1861,  en  route  to  Wash- 
ington for  his  first  inaugural. 
His  train  arrived  at  4  p.m.  at 
the  "Euclid  Street  Depot,"  and 
a  reception  followed  at  the 
Weddell  House,  where  he  spoke 
briefly  to  a  waiting  crowd.  He 
stayed  at  the  hotel  overnight. 
Mrs.  Lincoln  was  with  him. 

Four  years  later,  on  April  28, 
1865,  at  daybreak  in  the  wake 
of  a  "gentle  rain,"  his  funeral 
train  arrived  at  Cleveland 
"Union  Depot."  One  hundred 
thousand  persons  viewed  his 
body  in  a  pavilion  erected  in 
Public   Square. 

At  midnight  the  funeral  train 
left  Cleveland  for  Columbus  in 
a  heavy  rainstorm. 

A  check  of  the  authenticity 
of  this  account  and  photo- 
graphs was  made  with  Albert 
A.  Woldman,  Juvenile  Court 
judge  and  well-known  Lincoln 
scholar. 


Pittsburgh  Sun-Tele praph 
February  1?,   19r9 


History  Was  Shaped 

Lincoln  Grew  Beard 
To  Please  Girl  of  11 

WASHINGTON  —  (AP.)  —  Because  an  admiring 
little  girl  told  him  "You  would  look  a  great  deal  better" 
with  whiskers,  Abraham  Lincoln  grew  the  beard  that  is 
so  much  a  part  of  America's  image  of  its  sixteenth 
President.  | 

It  happened  in  the  fall  of! Lincoln.  Then  she  added  this 
1860,  in  the  closing  days  of  a  j  persuader: 
bitter  presidential  c  a  m  p  a  ign  |  "All  the  ladies  like  whiskers  j 
fought  in  the  shadow  of  on-;and  they  would  tease  their 
coming  Civil  War.  It's  an  oft-  husbands  to  vote  for  you  and 
told  story,  recalled  today  on 'then  you  would  be  President." 
the  eve  of  Lincoln's  150th  birth-  He  wrote  Grace  he'd  never 
day  anniversary.  jworn  any  whiskers,  and  asked 

In  upstate  New  York,  11-  her    in    a     gently     humorous 

year-old  Grace  Bedell  pondered  vein:   "Do  you   not  think  peo- 

la  picture  of  Abe  Lincoln,  Ihe'pie   woukl    call    it    a    piece   of 

Republican  can  dida  t  e.  Merely  affection    (sic)   If  I  were 

father    had    brought    her    the 'to  begin  it  now?" 

(picture  from  a  fair.  j— 


AFTER  A  WHILE,  Grace 
sat  down  and  wrote  to  Lincoln, 
saying  she  wanted  "you  should 
be  President  of  the  United 
States  very  much. 

"I  have  got  four  brothers 
and  part  of  them  will  vote  for 
you  anyway,"  Grace  confided. 
She  promised  that  "if  you  will 
let  your  whiskers  grow  I  will 
try  to  get  the  rest  of  them  to 
vote  for  you. 

"You  would  look  a  great  deal 
better  for  your  face  is  so  thin," 
the  little  New  York  girl   told 


Dayton  Daily  News 
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Chicago  Daily  News 
July  30,  I960 


THOSE  PRESIDENTIAL   WHISKERS 


How  Lincoln  Faced  Up 
To  a  Little  Girl's  Plea 


THE  FACE  of 
the  future 
might  well  be 
changed  by  a  little 
girl — if  history  lives 

up  to  the  claim  that  it  re- 
peats itself. 

Exactly  100  years  ago  next 
Oct.  15,  a  little  girl  caused 
such  a  change.  The  straight 
razor  industry  lost  a  valued 
customer — and  America  won 
its  most  famous  profile. 

*  *    * 

ON"  THAT  day,  11-year-old 
Grace  Bedell  of  Westfield, 
IS.Y.,  penned  a  letter  to  the 
Republican  nomine  e  for 
President  —  Abraham  Lin- 
coln. Lincoln  had  been  nom- 
inated in  Chicago  the  pre- 
vious May. 

Like  today's  presidential 
hopefuls,  Lincoln  was  beard- 
less, and  Grace  feared  he 
wouldn't  win  "for  your  face 
is  so  thin."  Grace  wanted  to 
change  this. 

'AH  the  ladies  like  whisk- 
ers," she  wrote  in  a  tight, 
neat  hand,  "and  they  would 
tease  their  husbands  to  vote 
for  you  and  then  you  would 
be  President.  My  father  is 
agoing  to  vote  for  you  and 
if  I  was  a  man  I  would  vote 
for  you  to  (sic)." 

•  *    • 

IN  THE  guileless  way  of 
a  child,  Grace  not  only  fore- 
saw the  face  of  the  future 
but  even  seemed  to  sense 
the  judgment  of  history  con- 
cerning the  lawyer  from 
Springfield.  She  wrote: 


y     ■  .    -.  —    V     ■ 
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A  little  girl's  suggestion  that  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  (left)  grow  a  beard  gave 
America  its  most  famous  profile.   Look 


what  would  happen  if  Richard  Nixon 
(center)  and  John  Kennedy  followed  the 
same  suggestion.  Would  you  like  them? 


"I  .  .  .  want  you  should 
be  President  of  the  United 
States  very  much  so  I  hope 
you  won't  think  me  very 
bold  to  write  to  such  a  great 
man  as  you  are." 

Four  days  later  a  letter 
marked  "private"  acknowl- 
edged her  "agreeable  letter." 

"As  to  the  whiskers,"  Lin- 
coln replied,  "having  never 
worn  any,  do  you  not  think 
people  would  call  it  a  piece 
of  silly  affectation  if  I  were 
to  begin  it  now — ?" 
*    *    • 

THE  ELECTION  came  and 
Lincoln  won — without  a 
beard  to  charm  the  ladies. 
But  a  few  weeks  later,  the 
image  by  which  the  world 


now  knows  Lincoln  began 
to  form,  having  first  been 
sculptured  in  a  child's  mind. 

Lincoln  let  his  whiskers 
sprout. 

»    •    • 

EN  ROUTE  to  Washing- 
ton for  his  inauguration  a 
few  months  later,  Lincoln 
ordered  his  train  to  stop  at 
Westfield.  There  he  asked 
to  meet  "my  little  corre- 
spondent." 

The  frightened  rhild  was 
pushed  through  the  crowd, 
and   the  President-elect   sat 


down  with  her  on  the  edge 
of  the  station  platform.  Ha 
passed  his  hands  over  the 
stubby  growth. 

"You  see,"  he  said  quietly, 
"I've  grown  these  whiskers 
for  you,  Grace." 

When  Mrs.  Grace  Bedell 
Billings  died  in  193G,  her 
most  beloved  possession 
were  a  faded  three-part^- 
graph  letter  written  to  her 
76  years  earlier  .  .  .  and  her 
memories  of  a  visit  on  the 
edge  of  a  railroad  station 
platform. 


The  Louisville  Times 
October  22,  1963 


in  the  NEWS 


A   Beardless   Wonder 

Clean  -  shaven     Gov.     Olto 

Kernel-  of  Illinois  is  using 
a  beardless  Abraham  Lincoln 
to  interest  German  industrial 
leaders  in  the  Midwestern 
state.  Kerner  passed  out  sou- 
venir busts  of  the  beardless 
President,  explaining:  "Lin- 
coln  only  grew  a  beard  once 
he  was  elected  president  and 
left  Illinois."  Kerner  and  78 
fellow  citizens  are  in  Ger- 
many to  promote  Illinois  ex- 
ports and  tourism. 


Lincoln 


Detroit  News 
Detroit,  Mich. 
2-12-64 


EX-REP.  DONDERO 


Girl's  Lincoln  Note 
Owned  by  Dondero 


Every  schoolchild  knows  taht 
a  little  girl's  letter  persuaded 
President  Abraham  Lincoln  to 
grow  a  beard. 

That  original  letter  by  Grace 
Bedell  is  the  treasured  posses- 
sion of  Royal  Oak's  unofficial 
elder  statesman,  80 -year -old 
former  Congressman  George  A 
Dondero.  a  gift  of  Robert  Todd 
Lincoln's  widow. 

In  a  tribute  to  Lincoln  s  birth- 
day, the  Royal  Oak  Public  Li- 
brary   is    showing    the    letter 
along  with  other   Lincoln  me- 
mentoes. The  exhibit  has  been 
placed  in  a  $1,000  display  case 
which  Dondero  donated.  The 
case  has  been  placed  near  the 
library's  circulation  desk. 
CHERISHED  GIFTS. 
Among    Dondero's    priceless 
treasures  are  a  conceited  check 
bearing  Mr.  Lincoln's  signature 
and    dated    1859;    his    clothes- 
brush,  Mrs.  Lincoln's  fan  —  all 
gifts  from  the  Lincoln  family  to 
since  childhood.  Dondero's  third 
child,  born  during  the  week  in 
1923  when  Dondero  first  visited 
Robert  Todd  Lincoln,  is  named 
Robert  Lincoln  Dondero.      ( 

Dondero  is  not  a  true  '  co  - 

lector"  since  he  does  not  seek 

out  and  buy  memorabilia  of  the 

Civil    War    president.    But    his 

mementoes    are    all    the    more 

priceless    because    they    came 

from  Mr.  Lincoln's  family. 

RECALLS  INSPIRATION 

Now  retired  from  50  years  in 

public  office,   the  white-haired 

attorney  still  works  daily  in  his 

Washington  Square  Building  law 

office  where  Lincoln  treasures 

and  mementoes  honoring  Don- 

dero'i  public  service   line   the 

wall.  . .       . . 

As  a  poor  boy  working  his 
own  way  through  school  while 
his  parents  farmed  in  what  is 
now  Oak  Park.  Dondero  recalls 
that  his  mother  used  the  rally- 
ing cry,  "Look  what  Lincoln 
did!"  whenever  he  became  dis- 


couraged.  He  thought  of  it  often 
through  the  years. 

Few  men  have  lived  the  his- 
tory of  a  growing  community  as 
completely  as  Dondero. 

Born  in  Greenfield  Township 
of  Wayne  County,  Dondero  was 
one  year  old  when  his  family 
moved  to  what  he  terms  the 
poorest  farming  land  in  Oakland 
County,"  320  acres  between 
Eight  and  Nine  Mile  roads  from 
Scotia  to  Wyoming.  His  father 
and  uncle  hacked  Scotia  (then 
called  Dondero  road)  through 
the  woods. 


HIRED  BY  VILLAGE 

Dondero  worked  for  his  room 
and  board  during  his  high 
school  days  in  Royal  Oak  (pop- 
ulation then  468)  and  in  1903 
was  the  only  boy  among  the 
four  members  of  the  village 
graduating  class.  He  taught 
school  four  years  in  Oxford  and 
Troy,  then  entered  night  school 
at   Detroit   College   of   Law. 

Dondero's  first  public  job 
was  in  1905  as  the  $25  a  year 
Royal  Oak  village  clerk.  He  be- 
came township  treasurer  in 
1907,  village  assessor  in  1909. 

He  graduated  from  law  school 
in  1910  and  became  the  first 
lawyer  in  the  village,  opening 
an  upstairs  office  on  South  Main 
street  Two  weeks  later  he  was 
elected  to  the  Royal  Oak  board 
of  education  where  he  served 
18  years.  The  high  school  built 
during  his  presidency  was  he- 
named  Dondero  High  School  in 
1955  in  his  honor. 


ELECTED  MAYOR 

Dondero  also  was  village  at- 
torney from  1911  to  1921,  and 
assistant  Oakland  County  pros- 
ecuting attorney  in  IB  18  and 
1920.  .        . 

Royal  Oak  incorporated,  andj 
in  1921  George  A.  Dondero  be- 
came first  mayor  of  the  Uty' 
of  Royal  Oak. 

In   1933,  redisricting  created 
a   new   congressional   post  and 
27  candidates  ran  for  the  office. 
Dondero  won  and  served  as  a 
Republican     representative     in 
Congress  24  years    retiring  vol- 
untarily in  1957  at  the  age  o   73. 
Naming    of    the    Hrmile-long 
Wiley-Dondero   Channel    honors 
his    House    sponsorship    of    the 
legislative    act    assuring    con- 
struction of  the  U.S.  portion  of 
the  St.  Lawrence  Seaway. 

Interest  in  President  Lincoln 
was  highlighted  in  1923  when 
through  a  Pleasant  Ridge  friend, 
it  was  arranged  that  Dondero 
vsit  the  Georgetown  home  ot 
the  President's  oldest  son,  Rob- 
ert Todd  Lincoln.  Two  more 
visits  were  made  before  the  lat- 
ter's  death  in  1926,  and  contact 
with  the  Lincoln  family  has  con- 
tinued since. 

With  Mrs.  Dondero  in  poor 
health,  they  live  quietly  in  their 
home  at  426  East  Seventh  Their 
children  are  Oakland  Circuit 
Judge  Stanton  G.  Dondero  and 
Robert  Lincoln  Dndero.  both  of 
Royal  Oak  and  Mrs.  Marion 
Wilson,  of  Grand  Blanc. 

Dondero  continues  active  with  i 
his  private  law  practice  and  is 
president  of  the  Abraham  Lin- 
coln Civil  War  Round  Table  of 
Michigan.  .  . 

Lincoln's  Birthday  finds  his 
schedule  filled  with  speaking 
engagements  before  groups  re- 
questing to  learn  more  about  the 
Civil  War  presient  from  Don- 
dero's knowledge  of  the  family. 
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Through  History  With  J.  Wesley  Smith 
President  Lincoln,  that  little  girl  who  asked  you 
to  groxc  a  beard  now  wants  you  to  shave  it  off.' 
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Feb.  11,  1966 


Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Ind 

Dear  Sir 

I  have  your  letter  of  February  9th  concerning 
the  Grace  Bedell -Lincoln  letter. 

This  autograph  has  been  consigned  to  Charles 
Hamilton  Autographs,  2£  E.  £3rd  Street  and  it 
will  be  on  sale  at  the  Astor  Galleries  (or  Suite) 
at  the  Waldorf  March  22nd. 

It  might  be  added  that  I  refused  a  cash  offer 
of  $2§,000  from  Chicago  recently. 

Thank  you  for  your  interest.  Hamilton  will  send 
you  notice  of  this  sale. 


Sincerely 


/ 

Roger  B.  Billings 
Pres 
RB/s 


$1,000,000    Viltibj   Bonl,    W.mLr    3  jb.  1  C 


Iiiiiu,\T)ol  is 
February/  1^,   is)6fi 


City  Man  to  Sell 
Lincoln  Letter 

•       •••  ••*• 

REPLY  TO  BEARD  REQUEST 


Associated  Press 

An  Abraham  Lincoln  letter 
on  the  virtues  of  a  presiden- 
tial beard  has  been  placed  on 
sale  by  an  Edina  man. 

George  D.  Billings,  4632 
Bruce  Av.,  Friday  announced 
the  decision  to  sell  the  let- 
ter, originally  written  to  his 
grandmother. 


"As  time  goes  on,  we  real- 
;  ized  ties  become  a  little  less 
[but  the  historic  importance 
!  of  the  letter  increases  in 
lvalue,"  said  Billings,  one  of 
1  three  brothers  who  own  the 
letter. 

Grace  Bedell,  his  father's 
mother,  was  11  years  old 
when  she  wrote  to  Lincoln 
in  1860.  She  told  the  presi- 
dential candidate  she  would 
try  to  influence  her  brothers' 
votes  if  Lincoln  would  grow 
a  beard. 

"You  would  look  a  great 
deal  better,  for  your  face  is 
so  thin." 

Lincoln  replied  on  Oct.  19, 
1860.  In  the.  letter  the  Bill- 
ings brothers  are  having  auc- 
tioned  for   them   by   a    New 


PRESIDENT  LINCOLN 

Before,  after  letter 


LINCOLN 

Continued  from  Page  One 

York  firm,  Lincoln  thanked 
their  grandmother  for  a  "very 
agreeable  letter. 

"As  to  the  whiskers,  hav- 
ing never  worn  any,  do  you 
not  think  people  would  call 
it    a   piece   of   silly   affecta-  0 
tion?"  a 

Four  months  later,  Presi-  c 
dent  Lincoln,  with  a  beard, 
traveled  through  Grace's 
hometown,  and  when  she 
mounted  the  train  platform 
at  his  request,  he  kissed  her 
and  said: 

"You  see,  I  let  these  whis- 
kers grow  for  you,  Grace." 
Billings  said  he  hoped 
someday  the  Lincoln  letter 
would  be  owned  by  the  same 
person  or  institution  that  has 
his  grandmother's  letter.  He 
last  knew  of  her  note  in  the 
hands  of  Michigan  Lincoln 
collector  and  expert,  George 
Dondero,  about  40  years  ago. 

At  that  time,  Dondero's  of- 
fer to  give  the  letter  back  to 
Billings'  grandmother  was  re- 
fused. Dondero  was  given 
the  letter  by  Lincoln's 
daughter-in-law,  Mrs.  Robert 
Todd  Lincoln.  _^- 


City  Maffo  Well 

Lincoln  Letter 


Associated  Press 

An  Abraham  Lincoln  letter 
on  the  virtues  of  a  presiden- 
tial beard  has  been  placed  on 
sale  by  an  Edina  man. 

George  D.  Billings,  4632 
Bruce  Av.,  Friday  announced 
the  decision  to  sell  the  let- 
ter, originally  written  to  his 
grandmother. 

"As  time  goes  on,  we  real- 
ized ties  become  a  little  less 
but  the  historic  importance 
of  the  letter  increases  in 
value,"  said  Billings,  one  of 
three  brothers  who  own  the 
letter. 

Grace  Bedell,  his  father's 
mother,  was  1 1  years  old 
when  she  wrote  to  Lincoln 
in  1860.  She  told  the  presi- 
dential  candidate   she   would 


PRESIDENT  LINCOLN 

Before,  after  letter 


I  try  to  influence  her  brothers' 
votes  if  Lincoln  would  grow 
a  beard. 

"You  would  look  a  great 
deal  better,  for  your  face  is 
so  thin." 

Lincoln  replied  on  Oct.  19, 
1860.  In  the  letter  the  Bill- 
ings brothers  are  having  auc- 
tioned for  them  by  a  New 
York  firm,  Lincoln  thanked 
their  grandmother  for  a  "very 
agreeable  letter. 

"As  to  the  whiskers,  hav- 
ing never  worn  any,  do  yon 
not  think  people  would  call 
it  a  piece  of  silly  affecta- 
tion?" 

Four  months  later,  Presi- 
dent Lincoln,  with  a  beard, 
traveled  through  Grace's 
hometown,  and  when  she 
mounted    the    train    platform 

Continued  from  Page  One 

at  his  request,  he  kissed  her 
and  said: 

"You  see,  I  let  these  whis- 
kers  grow   for   you,  Grace." 

Billings  said  he  hoped 
someday  the  Lincoln  letter 
would  be  owned  by  the  same 
person  or  institution  that  has 
his  grandmother's  letter.  He 
last  knew  of  her  note  in  the 
hands  of  Michigan  Lincoln 
collector  and  expert,  George 
Dondero,  about  40  years  ago. 

At  that  time,  Dondero's  of- 
fer to  give  the  letter  back  to 
Billings'  grandmother  was  re- 
fused. Dondero  was  given 
the  letter  by  Lincoln's 
daughter-in-law,  Mrs.  Robert 
Todd  Lincoln. 


Indianapolis  News 
Indianapolis,  Indiana 
February  13,  1966 


Letter  On  Abes 
Beard  For  Sale 


MINNEAPOLIS,  Minn.  (AP) 
— Abraham  Lincoln's  letter  in 
reply  to  a  little  girl  who  sug- 
gested he  grow  a  beard  will 
be  offered  for  sale,  a  grand- 
son of  the  recipient  said  to- 
day on  the  Civil  War  presi- 
dent's birthday. 

The  plan  for  the  sale  was 
announced  by  George  Billings, 
a  Minneapolis  businessman, 
who  with  two  brothers  owns 
the  letter. 

Their  grandmother,  Grace 
Bedell  Billings,  wrote  Lincoln 
from  Westfield,  N.Y.,  Oct.  15, 
I860,  that  the  presidential 
candidate  would  look  better 
if  he  let  his   whiskers  grow. 

"You  would  look  a  great 
deal  better,  for  your  face  is 
so  thin,"  the  11-year  old  girl 
advised. 


Lincoln  wrote  back  from 
Springfield,  111.,  Oct.  19,  1860. 
Of  the  whiskers,  he  said,  "hav- 
ing never  worn  any,  do  you 
not  think  people  would  call  it 
a  piece  of  silly  affectation?" 

Four  months  later,  the 
bearded  president-elect  trav- 
eled by  train  through  West- 
field  and,  when  a  crowd  greet- 
ed him  at  the  station,  asked 
for  Grace. 

He  kissed  her,  she  later 
told  her  grandsons,  and  said: 
"You  see,  I  let  these  whiskers 
grow  for  you,  Grace." 

Billings'  brothers  are  Roger 
B.,  a  banker  at  Delphos,  Kan., 
and  Dr.  Arthur  G.,  an  econo- 
mics professor  at  Indiana 
State  University,  Terre  Haute. 

Editorial  Page  8 


Lincoln 
Letter  Sold 

for  $20,000 

i 

An  Abraham  Lincoln  letter 
owned  by  an  Edina  man  was 
sold  for  $20,000  at  an  auc- 
tion in  New  York,  the  Asso- 
ciated Press  reported  Wed- 
nesday. 

The  buyer  was  David  Wol- 
per,  Los  Angeles,  a  television 
producer. 

The  sellers  of  the  letters 
were  three  brothers,  includ- 
ing George  D  Billings,  4632 
Bruce^TTv.f  Lama? 

The  brothers'  grandmother, 
the  former  Grace  Bedell,  then 
living  in  VVestport,  N.Y., 
wrote  to  Lincoln  that  if  he 
would  grow  a  beard  she 
would  try  to  get  her  rela- 
tives to  vote  for  him  for 
president. 

Lincoln,  then  a  candidate; 
for  the  White  House,  wrote 
back,  on  Oct.  15,  I860,  thank- 
ing her  for  her  interest  and 
saying:  "As  to  the  whiskers,  | 
having  never  worn  any,  do 
you  not  think  people  would 
call  it  a  piece  of  silly  affec- 
tation?" 

Some  time  after  the  ex- 
change of  letters,  Lincoln, 
having  been  elected  presi- 
dent, saw  the  11-year-old  girl 
at  the  station  platform  when 
his  train  passed  through  her 
town.  He  picked  her  up. 
kissed  her  and  said:  "You 
see,  1  let  those  whiskers 
"row  for  you.   Grace." 


New  York  I  uios 
Xc\.-  York,   !tow  York 


lardi   23, 


1966 


A  LINCOLN  LETTER 
SOLD  FOR 420,000 

Wolper  of  TV   Buys   Reply 
to  Girl  About  Whiskers 


Abraham  Lincoln's  letter  to 
an  11-year-old  girl  who  sug- 
gested that  he  grow 
was  sold  at  auction  last 
for  $20,000.  The  purchaser  was 
David  L.  Wolper  of  Hollywood, 
whose  Wolper  Productions  pro 
duces  documentary  films 
television. 


letter  by  President  Kennedy. 
He  later  revealed  that  he  had 
been  collecting  for  20  years, 
principally  Civil  War  memora- 
The  Lincoln  letter  was  to 
Grace  Bedell  of  Westfield,  N.  Y., 
in  October,  1860.  She  had  writ- 
ten the  candidate  that  if  he 
grew  whiskers  the  women 
"would  tease  their  husbands  to 
vote  for  you  and  then  you 
would  be  President." 

In  his  reply,  Lincoln  wrote: 

whiskers'     "As   to  tne  whiskers,  having 

...  never    worn    any,    do    you    not 

11 '^     'think    people    would    call    it    a 

piece  of  silly  affection   Lsic]   if 

I  were  to  begin  now?" 

Harlow   Billings,    the   son   of 

for'  Grace    Bedell,    later    recounted 

'that   when   Lincoln   stopped   in 

1  Westfield  in  1861  on  his  way  to 

The    price    was    the    reserve jWashington  to  be  inaugurated, 

(opening)  figure,  and  there  was. he  asked  for  Grace  Bedell  from 

jonly  one  bid,  Mr.  Wolper's.  The  his  train  platform. 

I  auction,    conducted    by   Charles'     "Grace,  you   see,   I   let   them 

grow  for  you,"   he  is  reported 


j  Hamilton    Autographs    of    New 

York,  was  held  at  the  Waldorf;  A  liandwritten  outline  by 
Astoria  Hotel.  The  price  was  President  Kennedy  of  a  chapter 
somewhat  of  a  surprise  because  in  his  Pulitzer  Prize-winning 
[before  the  auction  it  was  pre-jbook  "Profiles  in  Courage"  was 
j  dieted  th*  letter  would  not  sold  for  $1,200  to  the  Abraham 
[bring  even  the  reserve  figure.  Lincoln  Bookstore  in  Chicago, 
relatively 


high  sums  at  an  auction  that 
brought  $83,380  from  a  small 
circle  of  rare-book  dealers  and 
collectors.  This  sale  was  held 
at  the  Parke-Bernet  Galleries, 
980  Madison  Avenue. 

Sherlock  Holmes  proved  as 
popular  in  the  auction  room  as 
in  print  and  film.  A  manuscript 
of  more  than  9,000  words  in 
Sir  Arthur  Conan  Doyle's  hand- 
{ writing  fetched  $5,400  from  the 
[ House  of  El  Dieff.  The  tale, 
."The  Adventure  o.  the  Abbey 
iGrange,"  was  one  of  the  13 
Holmes  adventure  stories  and 
first  appeared  in  1904  in  The 
Strand  magazine. 

George  Washington  was  not 
far  behind,  and  with  less  effort. 
His  signature  in  the  book  "The 
Conduct  of  France  Towards 
Great  Britain"  (London,  1793), 
with  a  presentation  inscription 
by  William  A.  Miles,  the 
author,  largely  explained  the 
$5,000  paid  by  Charles  Sessler 
of  Philadelphia. 


Mr.    Wolper    was 
'unknown    as    a    collector    here 
until   January,    1965,    when   he 
purchased  for  $2,700  a  boyhood 


The  auction  brought  a  total 
of  $73,945. 

Earlier  in  the  day,  celebrated 
names  in  fact  and  fiction  drew 
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Lincoln  Letter 

A  letter  from  ABRAHAM 
LINCOLN  to  an  11-year-old 
girl  who  advised  him  he 
could  become  President  if 
he  let  his  beard  grow  was 
sold  at  auction  in  New  York 
last  night  to  Los  Angeles 
tek-vision  producer  DAVID 
WOLPER.  After  growing  a 
full  beard  LINCOLN  won  the 
election  of  1860  and  later  told 
little  GRACE  BEDELL  of 
West  field,  N.  Y.,  in  person 
that  she  had  sold  him  on 
making  the  change.  WOL- 
PER  said  he  bought  the  let- 
ter because  "1  happen  to  be 
a  LINCOLN  fan.  As  a  col- 
lector and  from  an  emotional 
point  of  view  it's  worth  $20,- 
000  to  me."tt  U^J^^L^ 
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George  A.   Dondero 
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Harry  W.  Jones 
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Stephen  W.  Jones 


Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry,  Director 
The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
1301  South  Harrison  Street 
Port  Wayne,  Indiana  46801 

Dear  Gerald: 

I  have  your  letter  of  the  5th  inquiring  about  the  Bedell 
letter.   I  shall  answer  the  questions  as  presented  in 
your  letter. 

1.  The  letter  is  not  in  the  archives  of  the  Library 
of  Congress.   It  is  here  in  a  vault. 

2.  I  do  not  have  the  original  envelope.   The  envelope 
shown  In  the  photograph  no  doubt  was  picked  up  at 
random  by  John  Hay,  and  the  letter  was  placed  in 
it  for  safekeeping.   The  envelope  is  a  campaign 
envelope  of  1860  and  has  no  connection  with  the 
history  of  the  letter.   You  will  notice  that  the 
word  "answered"  is  written  across  the  end  of  the 
envelope.   I  took  the  original  with  me  to  Spring- 
field, Illinois,  and  showed  it  to  Logan  Hay  some 
years  ago  who  I  believe  was  a  cousin  of  John  Hay. 

I  asked  him  if  he  could  throw  any  light  on  the 
word  "answered"  and  whether  or  not  it  was  written 
by  John  Hay.   He  carefully  compared  each  letter  of 
"answered"  with  other  letters  which  he  had  received 
and  stated  that  without  a  doubt  the  word  was  written 
by  John  Hay,  Lincoln's  secretary.   Prom  this  I  think 
we  can  fairly  assume  that  after  Lincoln  had  read  the 
letter,  he  turned  it  over  to  John  Hay  for  safe- 
keeping.  The  campaign  was  over  and  Hay  no  doubt 
picked  up  the  first  available  envelope  and  put  the 
Bedell  letter  in  it. 

3.  I  received  the  letter  in  that  form  from  Mrs.  Robert 
T.  Lincoln  at  Hildene  in  Manchester,  Vermont. 

4.  I  am  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Grace  Bedell 
Billings  in  1929  which  is  self-explanatory.   I 
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might  add  that  I  took  the  letter  to  Delphos,  Kansas, 
and  showed  it  to  Grace  Bedell  Billings  and  stayed 
overnight  with  her  and  her  husband.   Mr.  Billings 
was  president  of  the  local  bank  at  that  time. 

I  shall  be  looking  forward  to  your  article  in  the  November  1967 
issue  of  Lincoln  Lore.   As  you  requested,  I  am  returning  here- 
with the  facsimile  document  of  the  letters  in  question. 


Kindest  personal  regards, 


George  A.  Dondero 

GADtbw 

Enc. 
P.  S.  Please  remember  me  to  Dr.  Warren. 

Also,  I  am  enclosing  a  copy  of  The  Detroit  News  article 
of  February  8,  1931,  which  may  be  helpful  to  you. 

G.A.D. 
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Reference  Department 
Manuscript  Division 

September  8,  1967 


Dear  Gerald: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  September  1. 

The  answer  to  three  of  your  questions  is  "yes."  So 
far  as  I  know,  George  Dondero  still  owns  the  letter  of  Grace 
Bedell.  We  have  a  negative  photocopy  (but  no  envelope),  and 
I  have  asked  the  Photodupli cation  Service  to  make  a  positive 
photostat  for  you. 

In  your  story  of  the  beard  you  may  also  want  to  use 
Grace • s  letter  to  Herndon,  December  lU,  1866  in  the  Herndon 
Weik  Collection,  and  the  letter  from  the  "True  Republicans" 
of  New  York,  which  antedated  the  Bedell  letter  by  three  days, 
suggesting  that  Lincoln  "cultivate  whiskers  and  wear  standing 
collars."  The  latter  is  in  the  RTL  Collection. 

Faithfully  yours, 

David  C.  Mearns 

Chief 

Manuscript  Division 

Mr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  VJayne,  Indiana 
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Lincoln  Putting  On  (H)eirs 
By 
P..  Gere  Id  KsMttrtry,     Director 
The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Abraham  Lincoln  was   the  first  President  of  the  United  States  to  wear- 
8  beard,    and   in  the  late  months  of  1860   and  tha  early  months  of  1861  prac- 
tically everybody  was   talking   about  this   "noble  hirsute  appendage"  which 
ths  President-sleet  had   affected,     """hen  Linooln,s  beard  first  started  to 
grow,   a  newspaper  reporter  with  a  whimsical  sense  of  humor  wrote  that  "the 
President  was  putting  on  (h)airs.1* 

Those   close   to  Lincoln  in  the  Republican  party  were  quick  to  point 
out  that  bearded  men  of  action  mere  now  destined    to   take  over   the  reigns 
of  government  from  clean-shaven  men  who  dressed   in  broadcloth   and  whose 
chief  attribute  was  oratory.      The  opposition  press   sat*  "something  supremely 
ridiculous,. ,in  having   a  °resident-elect. ..devote  his  energies  to  cultiva- 
ting whiskers."     Nevertheless,   beards  were  becoming  popular   in  the  1360's. 

Perhaps  there  «ere   several  good  reasons  why  Lincoln  grew  a  beard 
while  waiting  to  assnms  office*     Lincoln  had  no  illusions  about  his 
Ropenrenee,   but  no  one  knows  for  certain  that  he  grew  whisker?  to  cov 

lis  homeliness*      Some  cla  ims  have  been  advanced   that  influential 
political   leaders   in  the  Republican  party  advised   a  beard   to  give  the  in- 
coming President  a  look  of  distinction. 

It  was   eleven  year  old  Grace  Bedell  of  L'estfield,  New  York,  who 
forthrightly  broached  the  subject.      She  wrote  Lincoln,   according  to  original 
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doouments   in  the   Archives  of  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation,    tv 
her  father  had  brought  Lincoln's  picture  home  from  the  fair   along  -with 
that  of  Mr.   H«al la  (Lincoln's  vice-presidential  running  mate).      She  dis- 
cretely pointed  out  in  her   letter   that   "Til   the   ladies   like  whiskers   *nd 
they  would   tease   their  husbends  to  vote   for  you... if  you  would   let  your 
whiskers  grow."     Grace  was  convincing.      She  wrote   that  "I  have  got  four 
brothers  and  part  of  them  will  vote   for   you  anyway  and   if  you  will   let 
your  whiskers  grow  I  will  try  to  get  the  rest  of  them  to  vote  for  you." 
She   continued   that  nYou  would   look  a  great  deal  better  for  your   face   is 
so  thin."     Lincoln's  eleven  year  old  correspondent  assured  Lincoln  that 
"My  father   is  going  to  vote   for  you"   and   she  wrote   that  "if  I  was   a  man  I 
would  vote  for  you  to  but  I  will  try  to  get  everyone  to  vote  for  you   that 
I   can." 

Lincoln  replied   to  Grace  on  October   19,   I860   that  "As  to   the  whiskers, 
having  never  worn  any,   do  you  not  think  people  would  call  it  a  piece  of 
silly  affection  (sic)   if  I  were  to  begin  now?" 

Shortly  after  this  correspondence  Lincoln  let  his  whiskers  grow  and 
thereby  mnd^  obsolete  all   the  paintings,    lithograohs   and  engravings   that 
had  been  published  and  widely  circulated  during  his   1860  presidential   cam- 
paign.     Many  people  wondered  how  the  beard   could  have  grown  so  rapidly 
when  they  first  saw  the  President-elect  on  his  Inaugural  Tour  enroute  to 
Washington,   D.C. 

To  be  sure,  the  whiskers  stirred  up  much  ridicule  in  the  contemporary 
press.  Even  Vanity  Fair,  March  16,  1861,  published  a  cartoon  of  a  bust  of 
Lincoln  with   a  heard  exhibited   in  an   "Agency  For  The  Lincoln  "niskerooherous." 
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The   clerk   in  the  cartoon  advised  his  customer   to   "Try  one  of  these  pots. 
Sir,    end    in  three  weeks  you  will  be  as  hairy  and  handsome   ti  he   is," 

However,    it  was  The  New  York   Illustrated  News,   deted  March  2,    1361, 
thpt  made  what  appears  to  be  the  official  announcement  of  Lincoln's  beard; 
"Now  that  kings,    statesmen,    end  even  handsome  priests,  -whilst 
preaching  of  heavenly  glories   in  general,    end  of  their  own  glories 
in  particular,  have  edopted  the  patriercb.pl  fashion  of  beards  end 
whiskers,    as  their  highest  and  manliest  adornment,    there   is  no 
wonder   tfoftt  ambitious  Americans  -  desirous  of  emulating   such 
distinguished  company  -   should   cultivete   their    'mustaches'    ?r\d 
♦whislceronders* . 

"Our  good  President-elect,    'Honest  Old  Abe'    sets  us  ■ 
brave  example   in  this  respect,   which  all  gentlemen,  beardless  from 
principle  hitherto,   would  do  well  to   adopt.      'Honest  Abe'   has 
cultivated  his  whiskers,   and   looks  as  big   and  handsome  now  ps 
the  best  end  greatest  of  his   contemporaries.     Hi  have  the  honor 
of  presenting  our   readers  with  the  first  portrait  of  him  taken 
with  his  new  facial   appointments  end  we  hope   all  patriotic 
ladies  will   fell   in  love  with  him." 

This  same  newspaper  ran  a   second  article  entitled,    "Hirsute 
Luxuriance" : 

"Everyone  is  talking  about  the  newly-grown  whiskers  of 
President  Lincoln.      It  has  become   the  topic  of  the  day.      A 
few  weeks   ego  Mr,   Lincoln's   cheeks   and  chin  -were   innocent  of 
anything   spproaching   (a)   beard,    «nd   looked  as  though  it  ma 
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impossible  to  produce  on  them  the  noble  hirsute  appendages  of 
menhood.   A  young  lady  in  Buffalo  ('r>stfield),  who  transferred 
his  portrait  to  her  sorepbook  accidentally  discovered  that  her 
political  hero  presented  a  much  more  dignified  appearance  when 
whiskers  were  penciled  on  his  visage;  so  she  wrote  him  to  Hist 
effect.  He  at  once,  like  a  sensible  man,  took  the  hint,  and  as 
time  was  precious,  he  resolved  to  ascertain  what  heir-producing 
preparation,  there  was  in  existence  which  he  could  most  confidently 
oall  on.   Accordingly  he  obtained  a  large  box  of  a  "Stimulating 
Onguent1  known  as  Bellinghnm's.  vrith  this  extraordinary  p*ste  he 
soon  started  the  manly  adornment  which  is  at  present  the  theme 
of  ell  classes  of  society.  By  adopting  this  plan  Mr .  Lincoln 
has  in  a  few  weeks  so  changed  his  countenance  that  all  portraits 
which  have  been  treasured  up  as  representing  him  have  to  be 
discarded  Ml  not  any  longer  likenesses.   Mr.  Lincoln  in  doing 
this  is  wisely  imitating  the  taste  and  the  practice  of  rll  Hie 
truly  great  men  of  his  era.  We  are  as  a  people  very  properly 
returning  to  the  custom  of  the  ancients  -  to  -the  example  of  the 
Apostle 3  and  their  Gracious  Guide  -  to  the  fashions  of  men  in 
the  first  and  innocent  ages,  as  well  as  to  their  boast  in  what 
are  styled  the  heroic  periods.  See  advertisement  on  the  out- 
side page.* 

There  is  no  evidence  that  Lincoln  used  Bellingham' s  Stimulating 
Onguent  in  growing  his  beard.   In  all  likelihood  the  advertisement  in 
The  New  York  Illustrated  News  was  unauthorised.  However j  the  Horace 
L.  Hegeman  Company,  (ha  manufeturers  of  the  unguent,  made  the  wast  of 
Lincoln1 8  beard  with  advertisements  in  the  above  newspaper,  the  New  York 
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Herald  (March  3,   1861)   end  other  news  media. 

T'.'as  Lincoln's  appearance  improved?     Some  people  thought  the  beard 
implied  responsibility  like   "a   sea-captain  handling  a   ship   in  a   storm 
on  a   starless  night."     Perhaps  the  whiskers  gave  Lincoln  "a  more  sober 
and  serene  outlook. . .like  a  serious  farmer  with  crops  to  look  after,   or 
a   church  sexton  in  charge  of  grave  sf fairs." 

Regardless  of  whether  or  not  the  beard   improved  Lincoln's   appearance, 
the  promoters  of  Bellingham'  s  Stimulating  Onguent  had   e.  Madison  Avenue 
approach   to   an  unlimited  market. 


A 


Mr.  Lincoln's  Whiskers 


Abraham  Lincoln  was  the  first  President  of  the  United 
States  to  wear  a  beard,  and  in  the  late  months  of  I860 
and  the  early  months  of  1861  practically  everybody  was 
talking  about  this  "noble  hirsute  appendage"  which  the 
President-elect  had  affected.  When  Lincoln's  beard 
first  started  to  grow,  a  newspaper  reporter  with  a  Whim- 
sical 3ense  of  humor  wrote  that  "the  President  was  putting 
on  (h)airs." 

Those  close  to  Lincoln  in  the  Republican  party  were 
quick  to  ooint  out  that  bearded  men  of  action  were  now 
destined  to  take  over  the  reigasoft  government  from  clean- 
shaven men  who  dressed  in  broadcloth  and  whose  chief 
attribute  was  oratory.   The  opposition  press  saw  "some- 
thing supremely  ridiculous  ...  in  having  a  President- 
elect .  .  .  devote  his  energies  to  cultivating  whiskers." 
Nevertheless,  beards  were  becoming  popular  in  the  1860s. 

Perhaps  there  were  several  good  reasons  why  Lincoln 
grew  a  beard  while  waiting  to  assume  office.   Lincoln 
had  no  Illusions  about  his  appearance,  but  no  one  knows 
for  certain  that  he  grew  whiskers  to  cover  up  his  home- 
liness.  Some  influential  political  leaders  in  the 
Republican  party  advised  a  beard  to  give  the  incoming 
President  a  look  of  distinction.   In  the  Robert  Todd 
Lincoln  papers  of  the  Library  of  Congress,  there 
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letter  addressed  to  Lincoln,  by  the  True  Republicans, 
suggesting  that  he  should  "cultivate  whiskers  and  wear 
standing  collars."  The  letter,  dated  October  12,  i860, 
(three  days  before  Grace  Bedell  wrote  Lincoln)  follows: 

October  12,  i860 

t    To  the  Hon.  Abm.  Lincoln 
Dear  Sir 

Allow  a  number  of  very  earnest  Republicans 
to  Intimate  to  you,  that  after  oft-repeated 
views  of  the  daguerreotypes;  which  we  wear  as 
tokens  of  our  devotedness  to  you;  we  have  come 
to  the  candid  determination  that  these  medals 
would  be  much  inroroved  in  apoearance,  provided 

;'  r  you  would  cultivate  whiskers  and  wear  standing 

\ 

V,  collars. 

Believe  us  nothing  but  an  earnest  desire 
that  "our  candidate"'  should  be  the  best  looktigg 
as  well  as  the  best  of  the  rival  candidates, 
would  induce  us  to  trespass  upon  your  valued 
time. 

Your  most  sincere  and  earnest 

well  wishers 
True  Republicans 
P.  S.  We  really  fear  votes  will  be  lost  to 
"the  cause"  unless  our  "rrentle  hints"  are 
attended  to. 

T.  R. 
Address  in  reply  box  1444,  New  York  City. 

C.  D.  L. 


It  was  eleven-year-old  Grace  Bedell  of  Westfield, 
New  York,  who  forthrightly  broached  the  subject.   She 
wrote  Lincoln  that  her  father  (Norman  Bedell,  a  foundry 
iran)  had  brought  Lincoln's  picture  home  from  the  fair, 
along  with  that  of  Mr.  Hamlin  (Lincoln's  vice-presidential 
running  mate).  She  discreetly  pointed  out  in  her  letter 
that  "all  the  ladies  like  whiskers  and  they  would  tease 
their  husbands  to  vote  for  you  ...  if  you  would  let 
your  whiskers  grow."  Grace  was  convincing.  She  wrote, 
"I  have  got  four  brothers  and  part  of  them  will  vote 
for  you  anyway  and  if  you  will  let  your  whiskers  grow 
I  will  try  to  get  the  rest  of  them  to  vote  for  you.M 
She  continued,  "You  would  look  a  great  deal  better 
for  your  face  is  so  thin."  Lincoln's  eleven-year-old 
correspondent  assured  him,  "My  father  is  going  to 
vote  for  you  ...  if  I  was  a  man  I  would  vote  for 
you  to  but  I  will  try  to  get  everone  to  vote  for  you 
that  I  can." 

Lincoln  replied  to  Grace  on  October  19 i  I860,  "As 
to  the  whiskers,  having  never  worn  any,  do  you  not 
think  people  would  call  it  a  piece  of  silly  affection 
(sic)  if  I  were  to  begin  now?" 

Sometime  after  this  correspondence,  Lincoln  let 
his  whiskers  grow  and  thereby  made  obsolete  all  the 
paintings,  lithopraphs  and  engravings  that  had  been 
published  and  widely  circulated  during  his  i860 
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presidential  campaign.  The  first  photograph  of  Lincoln 
with  a  beard  (0-40)  was  made  by  Samuel  G.  Alschuler, 
Chicago,  Illinois,  on  Sunday,  November  25,  i860.  The 
first  photograph  of  Lincoln  with  a  full  beard  (0-41) 
was  made  for  the  Ohio  sculptor,  Thomas  D.  Jones,  by 
C.  S.  Gerwan  of  Springfield,  Illinois.  The  photo  was 
probably  taken  on  Sunday,  January  13»  1861. 

Several  years  ago  State  Senator  Norman  G.  FLriggi 
of  Illinois,  found  an  old  letter,  written  by  an  ancestor 
while  visiting  Springfield.  The  letter  reported  that 
"Old  Abe  I 3  raising  whiskersMmd  la  not  as  ugly  as  he 
was."  The  date  was  January  1,  1861,  midway  between 
the  election  and  the  Inauguration. 

Many  people  wondered  how  the  beard  could  have 
grown  so  rapidly  when  they  first  saw  the  President- 
elect on  his  inaugural  tour  en  route  to  Washington,  D.C. 
On  February  16,  1861  an  interesting  incident  in  connec- 
tion with  Lincoln's  beard  occurred  in  Westfield,  New 
York.  An  early  account  of  what  happened  has  perhaps 
been  best  related  in  a  letter  Grace  Bedell  wrote  to 
William  H*  Herndon  on  December  14,  1866.  Writing 
from  Albion,  Orleans  County,  New  York,  she  addressed 
the  lawyer-biographer  incorrectly  as  Ron.  L.  R.  Herndon: 
"Hearing  that  you  wer«  preparing  for  press,  the  life  of 
the  noblest  of  men,  and  that  you  wished  all  unpublished 
letters  of  his  composing  sent  to  you,  I  concluded  that 
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I  would  ask  if  a  letter  which  he  once  wrote  me  would 
prove  acceptable.   I  do  not  know  that  it  would  answer 
your  purpose  or  I  would  send  a  copy  of  it  now,  however, 
I  will  tell  you  its  subject  and  you  shall  judge.  Before 
Mr.  Lincoln's  election  in  i860,  I,  then  a  child  of  eleven 
years,  was  presented  with  his  lithograph.  Admiring  him 
with  my  whole  heart,  I  thought  still,  that  his  appearance 
would  be  much  improved  should  he  cultivate  his  whiskers. 
Childish  thoughts  must  have  utterance,  so  I  proposed 
that  idea  to  him,  expressing  as  well  as  I  was  able,  the 
esteem  in  which  he  was  held  ajpong  honest  men.  A  few 
days  after  I  received  an  answer  to  my  oomrounioation,  a 
kind  and  friendly  letter,  which  is  still  in  my  possession. 
It  appears  that  I  was  not  forgotten  for,  after  his  elec- 
tion to  the  presidency,  while  on  his  journey  to  Washing- 
ton, the  train  stopped  at  Westfield,  Chautauqua  Co.,  at 
which  place  I  then  resided.  Mr.  Lincoln  said  'I  have 
a  correspondent  in  this  place  a  little  girl,  her  naree 
is  Grace  Bedell  and  I  would  like  to  see  her. *  I  was 
conveyed  to  him,  he  stepped  from  the  oars  extending 
his  hand  and  saying  *  You  see  I  have  let  these  whiskers 
grow  for  you  Grace,*  kissed  me  shook  me  cordially  by  the 
hand,  and  was  pone.  Afterward  I  was  frequently  assured 
of  his  remembrance.  If  this  letter  would  be  of  any 
service  in  completing  your  book,  I  should  be  pleased  to 
send  you  a  copy." 
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Apparently,  Herndon  requested  a  copy  of  Mr.  Lincoln's 
letter  as  one,  in  Oraee  Bedell's  handwriting,  is  to  be 
found  in  the  Iierndon-Weik  collection  in  the  Library  of 
Conrress.  Miss  Bedell  was  a  very  poor  copyist.  She 
left  out  the  word  "Private"  and  her  arrangement  of 
Lincoln's  words  to  the  line  are  different,  3he  also 
left  out  three  words,  "years  of  age",annd  changed 
"affection''  to  read  "affectation."  Her  closing  lines 
were  unlike  those  written  by  Lincoln,  and  it  appears 
that  she  furnished  Herndon  with  a  copy  of  the  latter 
written  frorr  memory. 

A  mere  complete  account  of  the  Westfield  incident 
was  prepared  by  vrs.  Grace  Bedell  Billings  to  be  read 
at  the  dedication  of  the  Foundation's  Lincoln  Library- 
Museum  on  February  11,  1931-  Mr.  Billings,  then  53 
years  of  age,  recalled  the  most  exciting  episode  of  her 
entire  life: 

"Before  President  Lincoln's  special  train 
arrived  at  Westfield,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Lincoln  is 
said  to  have  asked  Hon.  Tec  '.'.  Patterson  whoe 
home  was  in  Westfield  if  he  knew  a  family  there 
named  Bedell.  Mr.  Patterson  replied  in  the  affirma- 
tive whereupon  Mr„  Lincoln  told  him  that  had  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  a  little  girl  named  Qrace 
Bedell  in  which  she  had  advised  him  to  wear  whiskers, 
thinking  it  would  imorove  his  looks.  He  said,  "The 


character  of  the  letter  was  unique,  so  different 
from  the  many  self-seeking  ind  threatening  ones 
I  wa3  receiving  every  day  that  it  came  to  me  as 
a  relief  and  a  pleasure. ' 

"I  was  at  the  station  with  my  two  sisters  and 
a  Mr.  KcCormaok  who  had  escorted  us  there  when 
the  president's  train  arrived.   In  my  hand  was 
a  bouquet  of  roses  which  a  neighbor  had  furnished 
so  that  I   might  <dve  them  to  the  president.  The 
crowd  was  so  large  and  I  was  so  little  that  I 
could  not  see  the  president  as  he  stood  on  the 
rear  platform  of  his  train  making  his  address, 
but  at  the  end  of  a  short  sDeech  h©  announced, 
•I  have  a  little  correspondant  in  this  place, 
and  if  she  is  present  will  she  please  come  for- 
ward?' 

"•Who  is  it? What  is  her  name?'  shouted  a  c 

chorus  of  voices  from  the  crowd. 

""Grace  Bedell,'  answered  Mr.  Lincoln. 

"Taking  my  hand,  the  gentleman  who  had  es- 
corted us  tc  the  station  made  a  lan.^  through 
the  crowd  and  led  me  to  the  low  platform  be- 
side the  train.  The  president  stepped  down  from 
(the)  car,  shook  my  hanl,  and  kissed  me.   'You 
see,'  he  said,  indicating  his  beard,  'I  let 
these  whiskers  grow  for  you,  Grace. ' 

"The  crowd  sheered  and  the  oresident  reentered 
his  car.   E  was  so  surprised  3nd  embarrased  by 
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the  president's  unexpected  conduct  that  I  ran 
home  as  fast  as  I  could,  dodping  in  and  out  be- 
tween horses  on^  buggies  and  once  crawling  under 
a  wagon.   Such  wss  my  confusion  that  I  comoletely 
forgot  the  bouquet  of  roses  that  I  wis  foing  to 
(TivG  to  the  great  man  to  vhom  I  had  offered  such 
rare  •advice,  and  when  I  arrived  home  I  had  the 
stems,  all  thnt  remained  of  the  bouauet,  still 
tightly  clutched  in  my  hand. 

"It  seemed  to  me  as  the  president  stooped  to 
kiss  me   that  he  looked  very   kind,  yes,  and  sad." 

This  statement  was  roost  appropriate  for  the 
Foundation* s  Lincoln  Library-Museum  dedication  as 
the  short  play  "Why  Lincoln  Grew  A  Beard"  by  Dr.  Louis 
A  Warren  was  presented  to  the  assembled  audience.  Some 
of  the  Foundation  director's  own  children  played  roles 
in  the  skit.  This  dramatic  presentation  was  never  pub- 
lished, but  it  was  widely  distributed  many  years  ago  to 
interested  Lincoln  Lore  subscribers. 

To  be  sure,  the  whiskers  stirred  uo  much  ridicule 
in  the  contemporary  press.  The  newspaper  Atlas  &   Argus 
of  February  ?3,  1861  carried  an  article  copied  from 
The  Orleans  Republican  as  follows;  "There  seems  to  be 
something  supremely  ridiculous  in  these  troubled  times, 
when  our  very  national  existence  is  imperilled,  in  having 
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a  President  elect  vrho  devotes  his  energies  to  cultivating 
whiskers,  an-'  otherwise  improving  his  oersonal  appearance." 
Even  Vanity  Fair,  ^arch  16,   1861,  published  a  cartoon  of 
a  bust  of  Lincoln  with  a  beard  exhibited  in  ar.  "Agency 
For  The  Lincoln  'Jhiskerouherous. "  The  clerk  in  the  car- 
toon advised  h5 a  customer  to  "Try  one  of  these  pots, 
Sir,  and  in  three  weeks  you  will  be  as  hairy  and  hand- 
some  as  he  is.  " 

However,  it  was  The  New  York  Illustrated  News, 
dated  March  2,  1861,  that  made  what  appears  to  be  the 
official  announcement  of  Lincoln's  beards 

"Nov;  that  kings,  statesmen,  and  even 
handsome  priests,  whilst  preaching  of  heaven- 
ly glorias  in  general,  and  of  their  own 
glories  in  particular,  have  adopted  the 
patriarchal  fashion  of  beards  and  whiskers, 
as  their  highest  and  manliest  adornment, 
there  is  no  wonder  that  ambitious  Americans — 
desirous  of  emulating  such  distinguished 
company— should  cultivate  their  'mustaches' 
and  •  wh  i  sk  er  an  d  er  s ' . 

"Our  crnort  Presidentelect,  'Honest  Old 
Abe-  sets  us  a  brave  example  in  this  respect, 
which  .'all  gentlemen,  beardless  from  principle 
hitherto,  would  do  well  to  adont.   'Honest 
Abe'  has  cultivated  his  whiskers  and  looks 
as  handsome  wow  as  the  best  an  1  greatest  of 
his  contemooraries.  We  have  the  honor  of 
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presenting  our  readers  with  the  first  por- 
trait of  him  taken  with  his  new  facial 
appointments  and  we  hope  all  patriotic 
ladies  wiU  fall  in  love  with  him." 

This  sane  newspaper  ran  a  second  article  entitled, 
Hirsute  Luxuriance"! 

1 Fveryone  is  talking  about  the  newly- 
grown  whiskers  of  President  Lincoln.  It 
has  become  the  topic  of  the  day.  A  few 
weeks  ago  Hr.  Lincoln* s  cheeks  and  chin 
were  innocent  of  anything  a^roaching  (a) 
beard,  and  looked  as  though  it  was  impossible 
to  proiuce  on  them  the  noble  hirsute  appen- 
dages of  manhood.  A  young  lady  in  Buffalo 
(Westfield),  who  transferred  his  portrait 
to  her  serapbook  accidentally  discovered 
that  her  political  hero  presented  a  much 
mors  dignified  appearance  when  whiskers 
were  penciled  on  his  visage;  ^o  she  xrrote 
him  to  that  effect.   He  at  once,  like  a 
sensible  man,  took  the  hint,  and  as  time 
was  precious,  he  resolved  to  ascertain 
what,  hair-producing  preparation  there  was 
in  existence  which  he  could  most  confidently 
call  on.   Accordingly  he  obtained  a  large 
box  of  a  'stimulating  onguent'  known  as 
Bellingharr^s.  With  this  extraordinary  oaste 
he  soon  started  the  manly  adornment  which 
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ls at  present  the  thome  of  all  class©"?  of 
society.  By  adopting  this  pl->n  Mr.  Lincoln 
has  in  a  few  weeks  so  changed  his  coun- 
tenance that  all  portraits  whioh  have  been 
treasured  up  as  reorienting  him  have  to  be 
discarded  as  not  any  longer  likenesses.  Mr. 
Lincoln  in  doing  this  is  wisely  imitating  the 
taste  and  the  rractice  of  all  the  truly  srreat 
men  of  his  era.  We  are   as  a  oeople  very 

properly  returning  to  the  custom  of  the 

*■ 
ancients— to  the  example  of  the  Apostles 

and  their  Gracious  Guide— to  the  fashions 
of  men  in  the  first  and  innocent  ages,  as 
well  as  to  their  boast  in  what  are  styled 
the  heroic  oeriods.  See  advertisement  on 
the  outside  pap;e. " 

There  is  no  evidence  that  Lincoln  used  Bellinghara's 
Stimulating  Onguent  in  growing  his  beard.     In  all  like- 
lihood the  advertisement  in  The  ?Jew  York  Illustrated 
News  was  unauthorised.     However,   the  Horace  L.   Hege- 
man  Company,   the  manufacturers  of  the  onguent,   made  the 
most  of  Lincoln's  beard  with  an  advertisement  in  the 
above  newsoaoer. 

The  New  York  Herald  of  Sunday,  March  3,   1861  also 
carried  a  full  newspaper  column  on  TCellingham's  Onguent. 

Only  a  condensed  version  of  this  unauthorized  advertise- 
ment is  here  given: 
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The  Union  Safe I 


Noble  Example  of  Old  Abe! 


Mr,    Lincoln 
Going  Through 
A 
Course  of  Sprouts 


Magical  Effects 
of 

A  Young  Lady's  Remark 


Beards  and  Whiskers 

On  The  Rise 

Beauty  In  The  Ascendant 


That  Young  Lady  of  Ton    In  Chicago 
Who  Told  Mr.  Lincoln, 


"Fetch  Out  lour  Beard  and  Whiskers" 
Gave  Him  Good  Advice 


For  The  Union 
of 
Beauty  with  Manhood 
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And  When  Mr,   Lincoln  Purchased 
A  Box 
of 
Dr.   Belli ngham's 
Infallibly  Stimulating  Oncruent 
The  Results 
Told  To  The  World 
This  Great  Truth 
That 
Belllngham's  Stimulating  Onguent 

The  Most  Efficacious 
And 
The  ?'ost  Pleasing  and  Healthy 
Article  of  The  Kind 
Compounded  Upon 
Physiological  Principles 
And   Sold  For 
Only  One  Dollar  A  Box 


Let  All  Our  Toung  Men 

Be  Up  And  Doing 

Mr.  Lincoln  *",   Brilliant  Example 
Shows  That 
None  But.  The  Brave  (Bearded) 
Deserve  The  Fair 
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No  Sxcusa  Now 

For 

A  Bald  Head  or  a  Bare  Face 

When 
A  Really  Scientific  Article 
Is  Placed 
With  The  Reach 
of 
All  Classes  of  People 
But 
Particularly  Those 

Who  Desire 
Shakesperean  Beards 
Captivating  Whiskers 
Lovely  Mustaches 
Beautiful  Imperials 

of 
A  Fine  Head  of  Hair 

(Statement  regarding  the  realiability  of  the  product) 

No  Mistake 

at  2k  William  Street 

Corner  of  Exchange  Place 

Mew  York 

(Statement  regarding  the  genuine  article) 
For  Sale  By  All  Druggists 

(Statement  regarding  availability  of  the  product) 
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Horace  L.  Hegeman  4  Co. 
Druggists,  *  C 
No.  24  William  Street,  Comer  of  Exchange  Place,  New  York. 

Was  Lincoln  really  homely?  William  Burger  of  Bloomfield, 
New  Jersey  heard  Lincoln  deliver  his  first  Inaugural  Andreas. 
He  wrote  to  his  brother  Eben  H.  from  Washington,  D,  C.  on 
March  8,  1861  and  among  other  things  made  the  statement, 
"The  photographs  of  him  all  lie.  He  is  not  'Old  Abe';  neither 
is  he  ugly.  I  was  much  surprised  at  his  youthful  looks.   In- 
stead of  being  a  long,  lean,  lank^.  clumsy  individual,  he  i3 
very  genteel,  easy  and  graceful  in  his  manners,  and  delivered 
his  address  in  the  style  of  an  accomplished  orator." 

Was  Lincoln's  aopearanoe  improved  by  the  beard?  Gome 
people  thought  the  beard  implied  responsibility  like  'a 
sea-captain  handling  a  ship  in  a  storm  on  a  starless  night. M 
Perhaps  the  whiskers  gave  Linooln  "A  more  sober  and  serene 
outlook  .  .  .  like  a  serious  farmer  with  crops  to  look  after, 
or  a  church  sexton  in  charge  of  grave  affairs." 

Regardless  of  whether  or  not  the  beard  imoroved  Lincoln's 
appearance,  the  promoters  of  Bellingham's  Stimulating  Onguent 
had  a  Madison  Avenue  approach  to  an  unlimited  market. 

(For  further  information  concerning  the  Horace  L.  Hegeman  A 
Company  advertisement a  see  Lincoln  Lore.  Number  1514,  "Lincoln 
Testimonials,"  April,  1964.) 


(Cut  Line) 


Frrnr~tb4^-Jc4HWoiri--National  Life  Foundation 

Grace  Bedell  wrote  Mr.  Lincoln  that  "My  fnther  has  just 
(come)  home  from  the  fair  and  brought  home  your  picture  and 
Mr.  Hamlin's."  Further  on  in  her  letter  she  made  the  comment 
that  "your  face  is  so  thin."  Undoubtedly  she  was  referring 
to  the  "National  Republican  Chart"  featuring  the  Presidential 
Campaign  of  I860.  This  broadside,  measuring  28"  x  36",  was 
copyrighted  in  i860  by  H.  H.  Llayd  and  Co. ,  Inc.  through  the 
Clerk1 s  Office  of  the  District  Court  for  the  Southern  District 
of  New  York.  In  a  letter  to  H.  W.  Fay  of  DeKalb,  Illinois, 
dated  April  3,  1890  Mrs.  Billings  stated  that  "a  glance  at  the 
huge  and  gaudy  poster  brought  us  children  by  our  father  was 

rather  disappointing "  This  political  broadside  in  color 

is  perhaps  one  of  the  most  valuable  to  be  found  today  in  any 
Lincoln  collection.  The  Foundation  has  owned  an  excellent 
copy  for  many  years.  In  1965  a  copy  sold  for  $500. 


October  12 #  1860 

To  the  lion.  Abraham  Lincoln 

Dear  Sir 

Allow  a  number  of  very  earnest  Republicans  to  inti- 
mate to  you,  that  after  oft  -  repeated  views  of  the  da- 
guerreotypes; which  wo  wear  as  tokens  of  our  devotedness 
to  you;  we  have  come  to  the  candid  determination  that 
these  medals  would  be  much  improved  in  appearance,  pro- 
vided you  would  cultivate  whiskers  and  wear  standing 
collars. 

Believe  us  nothing  but  an  earnest  desire  that  "our 
candidate*'  should  be  the  best  looking  as  well  as  the 
best  of  the  rival  candidates,  v^ndi  imaim.)  to  trespass 
upon  your  valued  time. 

Your  most  sincere  and  earnest 

well  wishes 
True  Republicans 

P.  S.  We  really  fear  votes  will,  lost  to  'the  caused  un- 

less  'gentle  hints"  are  attended  to. 

A 

T.  R. 

Address  in  reply  box  1444,  New  York  City. 

C.  D.  L. 
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Abraham  Lincoln  was  the 
first  President  of  the  United 
States  to  wear  a  beard,  and 
in  the  late  months  of  1860 
and  the  early  months  of 
1861  practically  everybody 
was  talking  about  this 
"noble  hirsute  appendage" 
which  the  President  -  elect 
had  affected.  When  Lincoln's 
beard  first  started  to  grow, 
a  newspaper  reporter  with 
a  whimsical  sense  of  humor 
wrote  that  "the  President 
was  putting  on    (h)airs." 

Those  close  to  Lincoln  in 
the  Republican  party  were 
quick  to  point  out  that 
bearded  men  of  action  were 
now  destined  to  take  over 
the  reins  of  government 
from  clean-shaven  men  who 
dressed  in  broadcloth  and 
whose  chief  attribute  was 
oratory.  The  opposition 
press  saw  "something  su- 
premely ridiculous  ...  in 
having  a  President-elect . .  . 
devote  his  energies  to  culti- 
vating whiskers."  Neverthe- 
less, beards  were  becoming 
popular  in  the  1860s. 

Perhaps  there  were  sev- 
eral good  reasons  why  Lin- 
coln grew  a  beard  while 
waiting  to  assume  office. 
Lincoln  had  no  illusions 
about  his  appearance,  but 
no  one  knows  for  certain 
that  he  grew  whiskers  to 
cover  up  his  homeliness. 
Some  influential  political 
leaders  in  the  Republican 
party  advised  a  beard  to 
give  the  incoming  Presi- 
dent a  look  of  distinction. 
In  the  Robert  Todd  Lincoln 
papers  of  the  Library  of 
Congress,  there  is  a  letter 
addressed  to  Lincoln,  by  the 
True  Republicans,  suggest- 
ing that  he  should  "culti- 
vate whiskers  and  wear 
standing  collars."  The  let- 
ter, dated  October  12,  1860, 
(three  days  before  Grace 
Bedell  wrote  Lincoln)  fol- 
lows: 

October    12.    1H60 
To  the  Hon.   Abm.    Lincoln 
Dear    Sir 

Allow  a  number  of  very 
earnest  Republicans  to  in- 
timate    to     you.      that      after 


Mr.    Lincoln's  Whiskers 


NATIONAL  'REPUBLICAN  'CHART 


8f  fills  m%  n£ 


From   the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 


Grace  Bedell  wrote  Mr.  Lincoln  that  "My  father  has 
just  (come)  home  from  the  fair  and  brought  home  your 
picture  and  Mr.  Hamlin's."  Further  on  in  her  letter  she 
made  the  comment  that  "your  face  is  so  thin."  Undoubt- 
edly she  was  referring  to  the  "National  Republican  Chart" 
featuring  the  Presidential  Campaign  of  1860.  This  broad- 
side, measuring  28"x36",  was  copyrighted  in  1860  by  H. 
II.  Lloyd  and  Co.,  Inc.  through  the  Clerk's  Office  of  the 
District  Court  for  the  Southern  District  of  New  York.  In 
a  letter  to  II.  W.  Fay  of  DcKalb,  Illinois,  dated  April  3, 
1890  Mrs.  Billings  stated  that  "a  glance  at  the  huge  and 
gaudy  poster  brought  us  children  by  our  father  was  rather 
disappointing  .  .  ."  This  political  broadside  in  color  is 
perhaps  one  of  the  most  valuable  to  be  found  today  in 
any  Lincoln  collection.  The  Foundation  has  owned  an 
excellent  copy  for  many  years.  In  1965  a  copy  sold  ftir 
$500. 


oft-repeated  views  of  the 
daguerreotypes :  which  we 
wear  as  tokens  of  our  de- 
voted ness  u>  you  :  we  have 
come  to  the  candid  determin- 
ation that  these  medals  would 
be  much  improved  in  appear- 
ance, provided  you  would  cul- 
tivate whiskers  and  wear 
standing    collars. 

Believe  us  nothing  but  an 
earnest  desire  that  "our  can- 
didate" should  be  the  best 
looking  as  well  as  the  best  of 
the  rival  candidates,  would 
induce  us  to  trespass  upon 
your   valued    time. 

Your    most    sincere    and 
earnest     well     wishers 

True    Republicans 
P.S.   We  really  fear  votes  will 
be    lost   to   "the   cause"    unless 
our  "gentle  hints"  are  attend- 
ed   to. 

T.  R. 
Address     in     reply     box     1444. 
New    York     City. 

C.   D.    L. 

It  was  eleven  -  year  -  old 
Grace  Bedell  of  Westfield. 
New  York,  who  forthright- 
ly  broached  the  subject.  She 
wrote  Lincoln  that  her  fath- 
er (Norman  Bedell,  a  foun- 
dry man)  had  brought  Lin- 
coln's picture  home  from 
the  fair,  along  with  that  of 
Mr.  Hamlin  (Lincoln's  vice- 
presidential  running  mate). 
She  discreetly  pointed  out 
in  her  letter"  that  "all  the 
ladies  like  whiskers  and 
they  would  tease  their  hus- 
bands to  vote  for  you  .  .  . 
If  you  would  let  your 
whiskers  grow."  Grace  was 
convincing.  She  wrote,  "I 
have  got  four  brothers  and 
part  of  them  will  vote  for 
you  anyway  and  if  you  will 
let  your  whiskers  grow  I 
will  try  to  get  the  rest  of 
them  to  vote  for  you."  She 
continued,  "You  would  look 
a  great  deal  better  for  your 
face  is  so  thin."  Lincoln's 
eleven-year-old  correspon- 
dent assured  him.  "My  fath- 
er is  going  to  vote  for  you 
...  if  I  was  a  man  I  would 
vote  for  you  to  but  I  will 
try  to  get  everyone  to  vote 
for  you  that   I   can." 

Lincoln  replied  to  Grace 
on  October  19.  1860.  "As  to 
the  whiskers,  having  never 
worn  any.  do  you  not  think 
people  would  call  it  a  piece 
of  silly  affection  (sic)  if  I 
were  to  begin  now?" 
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From  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
This  two  page  letter,  preserved  by 
President-  Lincoln,  came  into  the  pos- 
session of  Robert  Todd  Lincoln  on 
April  15,  1865.  Upon  his  death  July 
26,  1926  at  Manchester,  Vermont,  the 
letter  became  the  property  of  Mary 
Harlan  Lincoln.  Mrs.  Lincoln,  think- 
ing the  letter  should  become  the  prop- 
erty of  Mrs.  Grace  Bedell  Billings, 
gave  the  document  to  the  Hon.  George 
A.  Dondero,  a  congressman  from 
Royal  Oak,  Michigan,  to  deliver.  Mr. 
Dondero,  upon  offering  the  letter  to 
Mrs.  Billings,  received  a  letter  from 
her  in  1929  in  which  she  made  the 
following  comment:  "It  seems  quite 
wonderful  that  the  letter  written  al- 
most sixty  nine  years  since  should  yet 
be  in  existence.  I  think  you  should 
retain  it  if  you  really  wish,  with  my 
thanks  for  your  interest  in  it."  Mr. 
Dondero  accepted  the  gift ;  however, 
he  took  the  letter  to  Delphos,  Kansas 
and  showed  it  to  Mrs.  Billings. 

The  original  letter  is  today  in  a 
vault  in  Royal  Oak,  Michigan.  Mr. 
Dondero,  in  his  article  "Why  Lincoln 
Wore  a  Beard,"  which  appeared  in  the 
July,  1931  issue  of  the  Journal  of  The 
Illinois  State  Historical  Society,  has 
provided  a  great  deal  of  information 
concerning  the  Bedell  family;  namely, 
that  Grace's  two  Republican  brothers, 
Stephen  and  Frank,  voted  for  Lincoln, 
but  her  two  Democratic  brothers,  Le- 
vant and  George,  voted  for  Stephen  A. 
Douglas.  The  "little  baby  sister"  was 
Eunice  Bedell  who  grew  to  woman- 
hood and  died  in  1890.  Of  the  ten 
children  born  to  Norman  Bedell  and 
Amanda  Bedell,  five  boys  and  five 
girls,    Grace   outlived   them    all. 

On  March  17,  1931,  Mrs.  Grace 
Bedell    Billings    wrote    Dr.    Louis    A. 


Warren  from  Delphos,  Kansas,  "It 
seems  so  remarkable  that  the  letter 
sent  to  Mr.  Lincoln  should  still  be  in 
existence,  a  fact  of  which  I  was  ignor- 
ant until  a  little  more  than  a  year 
ago." 


Westfield,  Chautauqua  Co.,  N.Y. 
Oct.    15,   1860. 
Hon.  A.  B.  Lincoln, 
Dear  Sir: 

My  father  has  just  home  from 
the  fair  and  brought  home  your 
picture  and  Mr.  Hamlin's.  I  am  a 
little  girl  only  eleven  years  old, 
but  want  you  should  be  President 
of  the  United  States  very  much  so 
I  hope  you  won't  think  me  very 
bold  to  write  to  such  a  great  man 
as  you  are.  Have  you  any  little 
girls  about  as  large  as  I  am  if  so 
give  them  my  love  and  tell  her  to 
write  me  if  you  cannot  answer  this 
letter.  I  have  got  four  brothers 
and  part  of  them  will  vote  for  you 
any  way  and  if  you  let  your  whisk- 
ers grow  I  will  try  and  get  the 
rest  of  them  to  vote  for  you  you 
would  look  a  great  deal  better  for 
your  face  is  so  thin.  All  the  ladies 
like  whiskers  and  they  would  tease 
their  husbands  to  vote  for  you  and 
then  you  would  be  President.  My 
father  is  a  going  to  vote  for  you 
and  if  I  was  a  man  I  would  vote 
for  you  to  but  I  will  try  to  get 
every  one  to  vote  for  you  that  I 
can.  I  think  that  rail  fence  around 
your  picture  makes  it  look  very 
pretty.  I  have  got  a  little  baby 
sister,  she  is  nine  weeks  old  and  is 
just  as  cunning  as  can  be.  When 
you  direct  your  letter  direct  to 
Grace  Bedell,  Westfield  Chautau- 
qua County,  New  York.  I  must 
not  write  any  more.  Answer  this 
letter  right  off. 

Good  Bye, 
GRACE   BEDELL. 


Sometime  after  this  correspon- 
dence, Lincoln  let  his  whiskers  grow 
and  thereby  made  obsolete  all  the 
paintings,  lithographs  and  engravings 
that  had  been  published  and  widely 
circulated  during  his  1860  presidential 
campaign.  The  first  photograph  of 
Lincoln  with  a  beard  (0-40)  was  made 
by  Samuel  G.  Alschuler,  Chicago, 
Illinois,  on  Sunday,  November  25, 
1860.  The  first  photograph  of  Lincoln 
with  a  full  beard  (0-41)  was  made  for 
the  Ohio  sculptor,  Thomas  D.  Jones, 
by  C.  S.  German  of  Springfield,  Illi- 
nois. The  photo  was  probably  taken 
on  Sunday,  January  13,  1861. 

Several  years  ago  State  Senator 
Norman  G.  Flagg,  of  Illinois,  found 
an  old  letter,  written  by  an  ancestor, 
while  visiting  Springfield.  The  letter 
reported  that  "Old  Abe  is  raising 
whiskers  and  is  not  as  ugly  as  he 
was."  The  date  was  January  1,  1861, 
midway  between  the  election  and  the 
inauguration. 

Many  people  wondered  how  the 
beard  could  have  grown  so  rapidly 
when  they  first  saw  the  President- 
elect on  his  inaugural  tour  en  route 
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From  a   Lincoln  National  Life 
Foundation  photograph 

This  original  letter  was  sold  for  $20,- 
000  to  David  L.  Wolper  of  Hollywood, 
California  at  the  Charles  Hamilton 
Autograph  Auction,  held  at  The  Wal- 
dorf Astoria  in  New  York  City  on 
March  22,  1966.  Mr.  Wolper,  a  long- 
time collector  of  Civil  War  documents, 
heads  up  Wolper  Productions  which 
produces  documentary  films  for  tele- 
vision. 

This  letter,  marked  "Private"  at  the 
top  of  the  page,  is  said  to  have 
changed  "the  face"  of  history  and  it 
is  one  of  the  most  publicized  in  all 
Lincolniana.  It  is  quoted  in  many  ele- 
mentary school  text  books,  and  numer- 
ous books  and  pamphlets  have  fea- 
tured it  because  of  its  human  interest 
aspect. 

For  many  years  this  letter  has  been 
retained  as  the  property  of  Grace  Be- 
dell (Billings')  family.  It  was  kept 
in  a  bank  vault  in  Delphos,  Kansas 
and  exhibited  only  on  special  occa- 
sions. The  Billings  family  received 
many  offers  for  the  letter  over  the 
years  from  historical  societies,  private 
individuals,  institutions  and  dealers. 
The  offers  were  always  declined  until 
it  was  finally  decided  to  place  the  let- 
ter at  auction  in  March,  1966. 
In  Charles  Hamilton's  Auction  Cata- 
logue, Number  12,  the  physical  con- 
dition of  the  manuscript  is  described : 
"This  letter  is  matted  and  slightly 
browned.  The  center-fold  is  strength- 
ened with  tissue  on  blank  verso,  and 
there  are  several  very  small  tears. 
Some  of  Lincoln's  writing  is  smudged, 
and  there  are  numerous  water-stains, 
caused,  as  Grace  Bedell  related,  by 
falling  flakes  of  snow  as  she  opened 
Lincoln's  letter,  'a  slight  skiff  of  snow 
was  falling  .  .  .  and  it  melted  as  it 
fell  .  .  .  flakes  of  snow  fell  on  it  as 
a  very  excited  little  girl  was  trying 
to  read  a  letter  and  run  home  as  fast 
as  she  could  at  the  same  time.'  " 
This  is  said  to  be  the  most  famous 
and  valuable  Lincoln  letter  ever  to  be 
offered  at  auction.  In  an  interview 
with  the  press  (New  York  Times)  "Mr. 
Wolper  said  he  bought  the  letter  be- 
cause I  happen  to  be  a  Lincoln  fan. 
As  a  collector  and  from  an  emotional 
point  of  view  it's  worth  $20,000  to 
me." 


LINCOLN     LORE 


3 


to  Washington,  D.C.  On  February  16, 
1861  an  interesting  incident  in  con- 
nection with  Lincoln's  beard  occurred 
in  Westfield,  New  York.  An  early  ac- 
count of  what  happened  has  perhaps 
been  best  related  in  a  letter  Grace 
Bedell  wrote  to  William  H.  Herndon 
on  December  14,  1866.  Writing  from 
Albion,  Orleans  County,  New  York, 
she  addressed  the  lawyer-biographer 
incorrectly  as  Hon.  L.  R.  Herndon: 
"Hearing  that  you  were  preparing 
for  press,  the  life  of  the  noblest  of 
men,  and  that  you  wished  all  unpub- 
lished letters  of  his  composing  sent 
to  you,  I  concluded  that  I  would  ask 
if  a  letter  which  he  once  wrote  me 
would  prove  acceptable.  I  do  not  know 
that  it  would  answer  your  purpose  or 
I  would  send  a  copy  of  it  now,  how- 
ever, I  will  tell  you  its  subject  and 
you  shall  judge.  Before  Mr.  Lincoln's 
election  in  1860,  I,  then  a  child  of 
eleven  years,  was  presented  with  his 
lithograph.  Admiring  him  with  my 
whole  heart,  I  thought  still,  that  his 
appeai-ance  would  be  much  improved 
should  he  cultivate  his  whiskers. 
Childish  thoughts  must  have  utter- 
ance, so  I  proposed  that  idea  to  him, 
expressing  as  well  as  I  was  able,  the 
esteem  in  which  he  was  held  among 
honest  men.  A  few  days  after  I  re- 
ceived an  answer  to  my  communica- 
tion, a  kind  and  friendly  letter,  which 
is  still  in  my  possession.  It  appears 
that  I  was  not  forgotten  for  after  his 
election  to  the  presidency,  while  on 
his  journey  to  Washington,  the  train 
stopped  at  Westfield,  Chautauqua  Co., 
at  which  place  I  then  resided.  Mr. 
Lincoln  said  'I  have  a  correspondent 
in  this  place  a  little  girl,  her  name 
is  Grace  Bedell  and  I  would  like  to  see 
her.'  I  was  conveyed  to  him,  he 
stepped  from  the  cars  extending  his 
hand  and  saying  'You  see  I  have  let 
these  whiskers  grow  for  you  Grace,' 
kissed  me  shook  me  cordially  by  the 
hand,  and  was  gone.  Afterward  I  was 
frequently  assured  of  his  remem- 
brance. If  this  letter  would  be  of  any 


From    Life  of  Abraham   Lincoln 

by   Clifton  M.   Nichols 

Mast,    Crowell   &    Kirkpatrich,    1890,    page    11,1 

Grace    Bedell    Billings 

Grace  Bedell  was  married  in  1867  to 
George  N.  Billings,  a  veteran  of  the 
Civil  War,  having  served  in  the  8th 
New  York  Heavy  Artillery  under  Gen- 
eral Grant.  In  1870  Billings  went  to 
Greeley,  Colorado,  but  not  liking  the 
soil  of  that  region  he  returned  by 
stage  coach  to  Kansas,  where  he  took 
up  a  homestead  near  Delphos  in  the 
Salomon  River  Valley.  There  Mrs. 
Billings  joined  him.  He  later  became 
identified  with  the  banking  business. 
The  grandsons  of  Grace  Bedell  are 
presently  engaged  in  the  banking 
business  (The  State  Bank  of  Delphos) 
where  they  hold  positions  of  President, 
Vice  President  and  Cashier.  Mrs.  Bill- 
ings died  at  the  age  of  88  vears  on 
November  2,    1936. 


service  in  completing  your  book,  I 
should  be  pleased  to  send  you  a  copy." 
Apparently,  Herndon  requested  a 
copy  of  Mr.  Lincoln's  letter  as  one, 
in  Grace  Bedell's  handwriting,  is  to  be 
found  in  the  Herndon-Weik  collection 
in  the  Library  of  Congress.  Miss  Be- 
dell was  a  very  poor  copyist.  She  left 
out  the  word  "Private"  and  her  ar- 
rangement of  Lincoln's  words  to  the 
line  are  different.  She  also  left  out 
three  words,  "years  of  age",  and 
changed  "affection"  to  read  "affecta- 
tion." Her  closing  lines  were  unlike 
those  written  by  Lincoln,  and  it  ap- 
pears that  she  furnished  Herndon  with 
a  copy  of  the  letter  written  from 
memory. 

A  more  complete  account  of  the 
Westfield  incident  was  prepared  by 
Mrs.  Grace  Bedell  Billings  to  be  read 
at  the  dedication  of  the  Foundation's 
Lincoln  Library-Museum  on  February 
11,  1931.  Mrs.  Billings,  then  83  years 
of  age,  recalled  the  most  exciting 
episode  of  her  entire  life. 

"Before  President  Lincoln's  spe- 
cial train  arrived  at  Westfield,  N.Y. 
Mr.  Lincoln  is  said  to  have  asked 
Hon.  Geo.  W.  Patterson  whose  home 
was  in  Westfield  if  he  knew  a  fam- 
ily there  named  Bedell.  Mr.  Patter- 
son replied  in  the  affirmative  where- 
upon Mr.  Lincoln  told  him  that  he 
had  received  a  letter  from  a  little 
girl  named  Grace  Bedell  in  which 
she  had  advised  him  to  wear  whisk- 
ers, thinking  it  would  improve  his 
looks.  He  said,  'The  character  of  the 
letter  was  unique,  so  different  from 
the  many  self-seeking  and  threat- 
ening  ones    I   was    receiving  even,' 
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From    the    Lincoln    National    Life    Foundation 

Railroad   Tracks   at  Westfield,   New   York 

The  Lincoln  inaugural  train  stopped  at  Westfield,  Chautauqua  County,  New 
York  on  February  16,  1861.  Grace  Bedell  went  to  the  railroad  station  to  see 
the  President-elect,  accompanied  by  two  older  sisters,  one  of  whom  had  an 
escort  by  the  name  of  McCormack.  Lincoln  could  be  heard,  but  because  of  the 
crowd  Grace  got  only  a  few  glimpses  of  the  new  President.  Once  she  heard 
him  inquire  for  her,  she  took  the  hand  of  her  sister's  beau  who  made  a  line 
through  the  crowd  and  led  her  to  a  low  platform  along  the  track  beside  the 
train. 


From    the   -V,  »'    York    Illustrated   X,  ics 

The  newspaper  dated  March  2.  1861 
which  featured  Lincoln's  beard  with  a 
picture  of  the  President-elect  entitled. 
"Mr.  Lincoln  In  His  New  Facial  Ap- 
pointments" and  a  short  article  bear- 
ing the  same  title.  On  page  272  of  this 
same  issue  is  to  be  found  the  Bellinp- 
ham  Onguent  advertisement,  a  pro- 
duct which  Mr.  Lincoln  is  alleged  to 
have  used  to  stimulate  the  growth  of 
his   whiskers. 
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PRESIDENT  LINCOLN. 
PRESIDENT  LINCOLN. 
PRESIDENT    LINCOLN. 

mi)  yoi     y.t:  IKH  * 
DID    YOU    SEE    HIS  MUSTACHE? 
DID    YOU    SEE    HIS   MUS1ACHE? 
DID    YOU    SEE    HIS  MUSTACHE? 
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One  Dollar  a  Box. 
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Front    a   Lincoln   National   Life 
Foundation  Photograph 

This  unauthorized  and  fictitious  adver- 
tisement concerning  Lincoln's  use  of 
a  whisker-growing  concoction  appear- 
ed in  The  New  York  Illustrated  News 
on  March  2,  1861,  just  two  days  be- 
fore he  was  inaugurated  President  of 
the  United  States.  It  is  worth  while 
to  note  that  a  Bellingham  Stimulating 
Onguent  advertisement- was  also  run  in 
the  March  2,  1861  (page  239)  issue 
of  Frank  Leslie's  Illustrated  News- 
papers but  apparently  the  editors  of 
that  journal  would  not  sanction  the 
mention  of  Lincoln's  beard  in  the  ad- 
vertising copy. 


Photograph    from    Vanity    Fair 

The  Vanity  Fair  cartoon  which  lampooned  Lincoln's  whiskers,  taken  from  page 
126  of  the  March  16,  1861  issue.  The  caption  follows:  "Delusive  Druggist.  — 
There's  'is  Heffigy  in  wax,  Sir,  whiskers  and  all.  Try  one  of  them  pots,  and  in 
three  weeks  you'll  be  as  'airy  and  'ansom  as  'im."   (meaning  Lincoln). 


day  that  it  came  to  me  as  a  relief 
and  a  pleasure.' 

"I  was  at  the  station  with  my  two 
sisters  and  a  Mr.  McCormack  who 
had  escorted  us  there  when  the 
president's  train  arrived.  In  my 
hand  was  a  bouquet  of  roses  which 
a  neighbor  had  furnished  so  that  I 
might  give  them  to  the  president. 
The  crowd  was  so  large  and  I  was 
so  little  that  I  could  not  see  the 
president  as  he  stood  on  the  rear 
platform  of  his  train  making  his 
address.  But  at  the  end  of  a  short 
speech  he  announced,  'I  have  a 
little  correspondant  in  this  place, 
and  if  she  is  present  will  she  please 
come  forward?' 

"'Who  is  it?  —  What  is  her 
name?'  shouted  a  chorus  of  voices 
from  the  crowd. 

"  'Grace  Bedell,'  answered  Mr. 
Lincoln. 

"Taking  my  hand,  the  gentleman 
who  had  escorted  us  to  the  station 
made  a  lane  through  the  crowd  and 
led  me  to  the  low  platform  beside 
the  train.  The  president  stepped 
down  from  (the)  car,  shook  my 
hand,  and  kissed  me.  'You  see,'  he 
said,  indicating  his  beard,  'I  let 
these  whiskers  grow  for  you,  Grace.' 

"The  crowd  cheered  and  the  pres- 
ident reentered  his  car.  I  was  so  sur- 
prised and  embarrased  by  the  presi- 
dent's unexpected  conduct  that  I 
ran  home  as  fast  as  I  could,  dodging 
in    and    out    between    horses    and 


buggies  and  once  crawling  under  a 
wagon.  Such  was  my  confusion  that 
I  completely  forgot  the  bouquet  of 
roses  that  I  was  going  to  give  to 
the  great  man  to  whom  I  had 
offered  such  rare  advice,  and  when 
I  arrived  home  I  had  the  stems,  all 
that  remained  of  the  bouquet,  still 
tightly  clutched  in  my  hand. 

"It   seemed   to   me   as   the   presi- 
dent   stooped    to    kiss    me    that   he 
look  very  kind,  yes,  and  sad." 
This  statement  was  most  appropri- 
ate    for     the     Foundation's     Lincoln 
Library-Museum     dedication     as     the 
short    play    "Why    Lincoln    Grew    A 
Beard"  by  Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren  was 
presented  to  the  assembled  audience. 
Some  of  the  Foundation  director's  own 
children  played  roles  in  the  skit.  This 
dramatic  presentation  was  never  pub- 
lished, but  it  was  widely  distributed 
many    years    ago    to    interested    Lin- 
coln Lore  subscribers. 

To  be  sure,  the  whiskers  stirred  up 
much  ridicule  in  the  contemporary 
press.  The  newspaper  Atlas  &  Argus 
of  February  23,  1861  carried  an 
article  copied  from  The  Orleans  Re- 
publican as  follows:  "There  seems  to 
be  something  supremely  ridiculous  in 
these  troubled  times,  when  our  very 
national  existence  is  imperilled,  in 
having  a  President  elect  who  devotes 
his  energies  to  cultivating  whiskers, 
and  otherwise  improving  his  personal 
appearance. 
(To  be  continued  in  the  Jan.,  '08  issue) 


(Cut  Line) 
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From  a  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation  photograph 

This  unauthorized  and  fictitious  advertisement  concerning  Lincoln's 
use  of  a  whisker-growing  concoction  appeared  in  The  New  York 
Illustrated  News  on  March  2,  1861,  just  two  days  before  he  was 
inaugurated  President  of  the  United  States.  It  is  worth  while 
to  note  that  a  Bellingham  Stimulating  Onguent  advertisement 
was  also  run  in  the  March  2,  1861  (page  239)  issue  of  Frank 
Leslie's  Illustrated  Newspapers  but  apparently  the  editors  of 
that  journal  would  not  sanction  the  mention  of  Lincoln's  beard 
in  the  advertising  copy. 


ms§ 


0  N^UEINT 


PRESIDENT    LINCOLN 

PRESIDENT    LINCOLN 

PRESIDENT    LINCOLN 

Did  you  see  him? 

DID  YOU  SEE  HIS  MUSTACHE? 

DID  YOU  SEE  HIS  MUSTACHE? 

DID  YOU  SEE  HIS  MUSTACHE? 

Did  you  see  his  whiskers? 

Did  you  see  his  whiskers? 

Did  you  see  his  whiskers? 

Raised  in  six  weeks  by  the  use  of 
BELLINGHAM'S  ONGUENT 
Send  for  a  box  by  return  mail.     Price 
One  Dollar  a  Box 
HORACE   L.   HEGEMAN   &   CO., 
Druggists,    &c, 
24   William   Street, 
New  York 


(Cut  Line) 


From  Life  of  Abraham  Ljnotln  by  Clifton  M.  Nichols 
Mast,  Crowell  A  Kirkpatrick,  1896,  page  1M, 

Grace  Bedell  Billings 
Grace  Bedell  was  married  in  186?  to  George  N.  Billings,  a 
veteral  of  the  Civil  War,  having  served  in  the  8th  New  York 
Heavy  Artillery  under  General  Grant.  In  18?0  Billings  went 
to  Greeley,  Colorado,  but  not  liking  the  soil  of  that  region 
he  returned  by  stage  coach  to  Kansas,  where  he  took  up  a 
homestead  near  Delphos  in  the  Salomon  River  Valley.  There 
Mrs.  Billings  joined  him.  The  prandsons  of  Grace  Bedell 
are  presently  engaged  in  the  banking  business  (The  State 
Bank  of  Delphos)  where  they  hold  positions  of  President, 
Vice  President  and  Cashier.  Mrs.  Billings  died  at  the  age 
of  88  years  on  November  2,  1936. 


(Cut  line) 

From  a  facsimile  in  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

This  two  page  letter,  preserved  by  President  Lincoln 
came  into  the  possession  of  Robert  Todd  Lincoln  on  April 
15,  186 5.  Upon  his  death  on  July  26,  1926  at  Manchester, 
Vermont,  the  letter  became  the  property  of  Mary  Harlan 
Lincoln.  Mrs.  Lincoln,  thinking  the  letter  should  be- 
come the  property  of  Mrs.  Grace  Bedell  Billings,  gave 
the  document  to  the  Hon.  George  A.  Dondero,  a  congressman 
from  Royal  Oak,  Michigan,  to  deliver.  Mr.  Dondero,  upon 
offering  the  letter  to  Mrs.  Ballings,  received  a  letter 
from  her  in  1929  in  which  she  made  the  following  comments 
"It  seems  quite  wonderful  that  the  letter  written  almost 
sixty-nine  years  since  should  yet  be  in  existence.  I 
think  you  should  retain  it  if  you  really  wish,  with  my 
thanks  for  your  interest  in  It."  Mr.  Dondero  accepted 
the  gift;  however,  he  took  the  letter  to  Delphos,  Kansas 
and  showed  it  to  Mrs.  Billings  and  stayed  overnight  with 
her  husband. 

The  original  letter  is  today  in  a  vault  in  Royal  Oak, 
Michigan.  Mr.  Dondero,  in  his  article  "Why  Lincoln  Wore 
a  Beard,"  which  appeared  in  the  July,  1931  issue  of  the 
Journal  of  The  Illinois  State  Historical  Society,  has 
provided  a  great  deal  of  information  concerning  the 
Bedell  family;  namely,  that  Grace's  two  Republican  bwrthers, 
Stephen  and  Frank,  voted  for  Lincoln,  but  her  two  Democratic 


-£- 


brothers,  Levant  and  George,  voted  for  Stephen  A.  Douglas. 
The  "little  baby  sister"  was  Eunice  Bedell  who  grew  to 
womanhood  and  died  in  1890.   Of  the  ten  children  born  to 
Norman  Bedell  and  Amanda  Bedell,  five  boys  and  give 
girls,  Grace  outlived  them  all. 

On  March  17,  1931,  Mrs.  Grace  Bedell  Billings  wrote 
Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren  from  Delphos,  Kansas,  "It  seems  so 
remarkable  that  the  letter  sent  to  Mr.  Lincoln  should 
still  be  in  existence,  a  fact  of  which  I  was  ignorant 
until  a  little  more  than  a  year  ago." 


(Cut  Line) 


From  the  New  York  Illustrated  News 


The  newspaper  dated  March  2,  1861  which  featured  Lincoln's 
Beard  with  a  picture  of  the  President-elect  entitled,  "Mr. 
Lincoln  In  His  New  Facfcal  Aopointments"  and  a  short  article 
bearing  the  same  title.  On  page  2?2  of  this  same  issue  is 
to  be  found  the  Bellingham  Onguent  advertisement,  a  product 
which  Mr.  Lincoln  is  alleged  to  have  used  to  stimulate  the 
growth  of  his  whiskers. 
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.    „„.  .■efleoUbe  popular 
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firm  self  possessed.  «od  .p^efcred  equt.1  lo  the  itupeu- 
dooj  uik  Vloreblm  He  itemed  I"  rmprw  tbe  peo< 
Die  with  lite  convlc-tlon,  tw  he  rod*  »loog,  ft  id  ft 
ilmpHOfhtl  plftJn,  ItrtJfblfOTWftTd,  hMMtflw.M 
fall  of  d-ep,  WDUt  thooihi.rf  dtreot  ftlopleoeH  of 
pnrpose.  of  Ihoronfh  ?»'Hy  of  motive  ftnd  pfttrloile 
Itupolie  io  woi  npoD  tt.e  maltlwde,  Ibftt  Ibey  boral 
Iniotoch  nknUuieeW,  Irrfpreeetble  cheere  ft>  glftd- 
d.-i,...l  the  be»rt,  ftod  BOUteWd  Ibe  eye,  ftnd  made 
everybody  forirel  tbe  larhnlfiice  »nd  ftn»rtiby. 
■too  end  ll.B0.tt  civil  wer.  uow  reglng  Id  IM  i 
ibelr  Implicit  conflden'le  Id  the  ramlog  meo. 
ABMVAL  AT  THK  AOTOH  HOUSE. 
Loot,  long  before  the  hoor  d-ilgneted  for  President 
I  in. -..Li. '.  ftrrtvel  ftt  the  depot  In  Thirtieth  street,  the 
vtclolty  of  tbe  Aitor  Hon»e  pr-«ented  e,  lleelr  ecene. 
A  Utile  ftfter  1  n'rlork.  C»l't.  llopkloi  of  tbe  Hlxteenth 
Preclnrt  ftppeftred  with  2t>0  men  to  keep  the  apsce 
clear  from  Veeey  to  Marrav  atreet,  a  dlituiee  of  three 
bloeke.  The  crowd  ojoatftnlly  aagmenied,  but  It  waa 
kept  ftway  from  tbe    whole  front  of  th 

tbe  itreet.  A  do«en  or  mere  pollcen 
tbe  entrance  of  the  hotel,  and  penons  apply  lor  for  ftd- 
mlielon  were  aenl  to  the  aide  doore  on  Ve»ey  ftod  B»r- 
Olftl  atreeta,  where,  unleae  tbev  coold-how  tbat  tbey 
bad  other  bnalneai  than  tbe  grat.fl cation  of  curloalty, 
th»v  eoold  not  enter  In 

Tbe  elocki  of  M,  Panl  ftod  THnltv  itrack  fonr,  bat 
It  wfta  eome  time  before  tbe  mounted  policemen  ap- 
peared In  eight,  and  tbe  word  peaied,  "  Here  tbey 
eome;  beretbey  come  "  Of  coone  tbe  pressure  oftha 
crowd  became  greater  than  ever  but  tbe  police  effect- 
ually prevented  tbe  Hn-«  helne  broken.  Tbe  car- 
lioges,  and  tboaa  wbo  oocoplej  tbem,  bava  ajreartj 
been  described.  Tbe  mounted  pollc*  par. ed  Into  two 
dlelslous,  befveen  which  Mr  Lincoln's  carriage  droee 
up.  and  amid  the  plaudits  of  tbe  cr""  d,  Ibe  swinging 
of  bats  and  haodkercbtafs,  be  alltbted  ftod  went  np 
Into  tbe  Aitor  Unase  and  repaired  to  tba  rooms  pro- 
vided forblm.  In  a  few  momenta  after,  ft  levee  was 
bald,  ftnd  tbe  members  of  tbe  Conmci  Council  ftnd 
some  of  our  dlallDgulsbed  elllsens  were  IntmdU'-ed, 
for  ibe  most  part  by  Mr.  Cornell,  tba  Chslrman  of  tba 
Committee,  but  someUnea  by  Mr  bmhb,  Mr.  M*  mi, 
and  otber  Common  Councllmeu.  Among  those  lotro- 
oaced  waa  Superintendent  Kennedy.  On  laa'nlng 
tbat  be  waa  at  Ibe  bead  of  tbe  police  forca,  and  had 
made  the  admirable  arrange m en ta,  which  contrasted 
strongly  with  Mr  Lincoln's  recent  eiperleneee  In  this 
respect,  he  thanked  the  Bnperlntendant  for  the  eseel- 
leot  service.  Upon  Mr  Kennedy's  replying  tbat  he 
bad  but  done  bis  duty,  Mr  Llueoln  said:  "  We'l,  a 
anked  wl 


<ught  to    be  thanked  wht>n*ne   doea  bla  dnty  right 


be  doea  sbake  with  anch  ft  heartiness  tbat  c 
bow  i.c  holds  out  under  It— It  la  a  real  sh*ke,  withon 
any  sbame  about  It— when  be  waa  told  tbat  tbe  cmwi 
without  were  eUmortog  for  bla  appearance  befort 
tbem.  Mr.  Lincoln  showed  an  tocllnarlon  U>  attend  1 
the  i 

Ifcrai 


osr  Cimiki 


and  wltb  no  purpose  of  making  a  speech  "  I  do  not 
propose  making  a  speech  this  ftft.ru  >oo  I  oonld  not 
be  beard  by  anv  but  ft  small  fragment  of  jon  at  beet; 
ftnd,  wbftt  Is  still  worie  ibftn  tbat,  I  have  nothing  Just 
now  to  ssy  th«t  Is  worth  your  rearing  fCbeer*  ]  I 
beg  you  to  believe  that  1  do  not  now  refuse  to  address 
you  from  anv  disposition  to  disoblige  ynu,  but  tba  con- 
trary. At  tbe  same  lime,  I  beg  yon  ail  lo  excuse  ma 
fir  the  present. 

Aftrr  ihr  applan*e  with  wblch  tba  addresi  waa 
grened  bad  p' rtlslly  era  ed,  M.  MhcoIu  telurued  to 
tbnplaeehe  bad  left  In  tbe  reception  room,  and  tba 
baod  sssklog  again  wmroenced.     "It  waa  a  very  good 


A  fat 


lltai 


"  Thai 


If*:"  wa<  the  reply. 

tr    Lincoln  retired.     Mr    Tor 

last  had  n pressed  himself  as 

the  arraugcuianis  along  tba 


sWMiita  Bpncora  at  tub  astor  Boun 

Bhorta    afir-r    Hghi    n'oloci  a  pas  age    was    cleared 

throngll  tbe  ihrong  from  the    f'out   doors  to  tho  r.sr  of 
ths  room    R,r>d   Mr.  Lincoln    was    auonuaced.      He  en. 

.rih.r..rcfll,.  mm,  .»„.  „.  .„.„„„„„„..  k. 


"o  th»  rear  of  tt' 

tbe  crowd      Rome  mile 
In  res'ore  order,  ss  son 

.11-  i, in. !«  Insisted  upon 
Mr    Dslafleld  "rulth,  CI 


■oln 


...tea  Ibei 
>  elamber 

Ittlludesgalu-alu 


i  able  i 


ed   Mr 


...11.1  f'O"  lb"    f>.»o.'.H«  ••«  U.I..  '.bb«.  "  -• 

«  » I,  b.11....  to  fon,  „,  UK,   Iboo.....    J..""' 
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am  I.I 


m  to    Henre  Clay, 
a-eln.       OrulalU 


>,.-  waa  to  Denial  Web 
.i  a  third  Is  now  to 
,  waving  of  bets  and 


lefs  |      Bn 


r,   I'r 


nlgbt.no 
■  ■-.»  oft1 
earth 


and  In 


iana,  and  as  chl 
",'rV"-'  and  most  tlorlona  Kepnbllr  of  the 
.',-  ■--I  yon.  ww  h-l-e,  as  patriots  ,  wltb  a 
,„5  nowaverlng  reliance 

,trr  !  '  l"  •  ' "'*""    hat  csllsfnr  the  anilely 

love  It.      ■   or  faltb  rnn'i  '■-  lu  the    wise  few 
honest  mane.      .Applet"*.        We  greet    »0U 
«nd  cordially,    and  ask    that    we   may    bear 
«  ilce  for  a  few    mommU  In  respoose  to  ths    wet- 
£«.we  offer  you.      I  Loud  cheer.   I 

MR      LlrtCOLN  a   BPBICH 
Ma    I  ivnu*  *ald  In  response 

M-  CHitRM  *  1MB  rather  an  old  man  to  avail  iny 
""'  aueb  eicusas  as  I  am  now  abont  lo  do  ;  y*t  tba 
Mthla  so  dtsilncl  acd  ppesses  so  distinctly  upon  me, 
hit  I  c.nnn,  well  avoid  Ue-Mul  K  «l»l  I  did  00t  ..n 
SSiS  whan  I  waa  bought  Into  ihl.rnom.  tbat  I 
was  to  makeaapeech.  It  sras 
that  I  waa  brought  I  .to  a  room  w 
and  Hi-n  Cl»v  bad 


v    pe 


sllio 


not   Intlmftted 

iera  Daniel  Webstai 

'•f.  and   wi-  Tr  i,  |f 

i  aioaeied    to  do  something  HWathoat 

i-t'.lubf    worthy  of   —  - 


me^ 


silo' 


Ibeelr. 


bafbri 


I  bava   been   very 


•  tii  prise  brnngbt 
h  lu  tbe  lahlt  of 
n   >be    questions 
bftv'a  igttftted  the  people      If'l    were    disposed  to 
a  end  we  wara  lo  ta««  "P  "HiW  of  Ih*  Issues,  and 

r^s  called  nonn  to  make  an  argument,  I  could  do  It 
LllKtnM-b  dellberailoo.  Hut  ibftt  Is  not  what  you 
dV.lrr.  in  ba»e  done  here  to-olghl  I  have  been  o«bl 
pvlnethe  poslt!-n.  •Inea  tb« 
pvblle  apaaklng 


avoldlntrpuhllo  speaking,  i  nave  .»e.n  siwsjh 
cause  1  'hnttirht  rtpon  dne  ooneldaratlon.  that  waa 
proper  .e.-..  for  ma  to   take       [A«»«»-_J  „] 


the 


hum 


lie  yon 
at  l  nave  he«a 
enewad  chaar- 
rof  thathtnr.l 
o  that  remark 


ought  to  j'.sti'y  m«  In  closing  Just  bare.     ■  Lanabler 

1  have  not  kept  altine*  sine*  the  Preeldet.fal  elec- 
tlon  from  anv  party  craftiness  or  for  any  Indiffereno* 
!..  the  analeilea  that  pervade  the  mlods  of  men  lo  this 
country  I  bava  kept  silence  for  the  reason  that  It  was 
peculiarly  proper  f«'  m*  to  wait  until  the  time  should 
enmewben.er^nrding  iDtuw  rust/nn  «f  the  eountry.  I 
would  speak  officially.  |Applftuaa.<  I  bearaome  one 
aav  "Aecnidlnc  in  tha  custom  of  the  count'??"  I 
ailit  e  to  tha  custom,  nn  toe  President's  tasks  tba 
oath  of  office,  of  bis  declaring  what  oonrsn  he  tblnks 
should  be  pursued.  That  la  wbat  I  mean.  The  pollil 
caldramft  ftellng  before  tba  eoni.lry  at  this  llm*  la  rapid 
|v  shifting  Ha  seen**  It  waa  amlnentlv  flttlarthatl 
should  not  be  nbllired  to  deelala  I  bava  aftld  several 
times  no  this  Joornev,  and  now  repast  to  y«n,  I  shsJl 
than  take  th*  rmond  that  I  tblnk  la  right  -tba  grannd 
that  I  shall  tb*n  tblnk  la  rlgbt  for  tba  North,  tba  Honth 
thoEaat.lh*  Wrat,  and  th*  whole  country.  Cries  or 
good,  good,  and  great  e-nearlng  )  And  In  doing  an,  I 
bop*  to  feel  no  neoe-slty  presalog  upon  me  te  aav  any 
thing  In  conflict  •  lib  the  Constitution.  In  oooBlcl  with 
th*  continued  Vol  n  of  thee*  Uulted  St«t--.  la  confl'cl 
with  th-  llhertv  of  the  Baopla),  nor  «u\  tblng  In  eonfl  et 
with  anv  thing  whatever  I  Urs  glvsm  ros  ramsnn  to 
aspect  from  m*.  |Heariv  and  l->ngeootlnned  applaoaa  1 
Now.  ntv  friends,  have  I  not  said  enough  T  |  Applause, 
pM.-I.  »■  ih*  humor  of  tbe  thing  waa  full*  perealved, 
brokefor  hln  load  huaaaa.i  Now.  in •  friend*,  there 
la  a  difference  of  opinion  between  yoa  ftnd  me.  and  1 
lri-i»t  oa  deddluv  the  qoestlea 

Oreat  cheering  a-wete*  Mr.  Lincoln,  at  ibacloa*  of 
thla  speech  Mr  Lincoln's  pleasantry,  and  tba  good 
humor  pervading  tba  a*aembly*  war*  tba  aotlcea-la 
fea'nrer  of  th*  affair.  Mr.  Lincoln  than  dismounted 
from  tbe  platform,  and  suffered  hlm*e|f  to  ba  kd  to  tba 
etbarend  of  the  mom,  where  an  Immense  anion- 1  of 
handshaking  waa  dona  la  an  Incredibly  abort  apaca  of 
time, 

Mr.  Lincoln.'!)   Reception    of  the   Citizens  in    tha 

Governor's  Boom  ftt  th*  City  H»U. 

A  largo  crowd  gntbared  lo  4be>  Park  on  Wedneaday 

morning;,  to    wtinaee   Mr     Lincoln's    reception    of  the 

Mr.  Lincoln  arrived  at  a  few  mlaotaa  before  11 
o'clork,  lu  chart*  ■  f  tbe  Commlt'ae  of  tba  Common 
Council,  and  waa  Immediately  aa-orted  to  th*  Gov 
amor's  Rooms,  whera  tba  Mayor  and  •  f>w  friends, 
wi' h  tba  members  of  tba  Pr**e.  awaited  bla  coming 
Ha  was  Introduced  to  tha  kfryor  by  Mr.  Cornell,  of 
tba  Board  of  Aldermen.  Tha  Mayor  spoke  aa  follows: 
1  HI  MATOB'S  gPRBOB 

Mr  Lincoln :  aa  Mayor  of  New  Tork.  It  baeomaa 
mv  doty  to  exland  to  yoa  an  official  welcome  la  be 
half  of  tha  Corporation,  la  d^'og  so,  permit  me  to 
say,  tbat  this  <-|  v  has  never  offered  hoe  pi  ted  It  *  to  ft 
man  clothed  with  mora  exalted  powere,  or  rae  Ing 
onder  gravar  raapopslbllltlaa,  thao  thoaa  wbleb  etr- 
cumvtaoces  have  devolved  npon  von.  •  omlng  Into 
office  with  a  dismembered  gove  ameut  to  raconstraet, 
and  ft  discontented  and  boailla  panpla  to  reennclla.  It 
will  require  a  high  patriotism,  and  an  elevated  oom* 
prehension  of  tho  whola  cooutry  and  tta  varied  Inler- 
-sts,  opinions,  and  prejodleaa,  to  <o  onnduet  pabllc  af- 
fairs aa  to  bring  It  back  again  to  Its  former  harmo- 
nious, consolidated  and  prn«p*mns  condition. 

Von  will  pardon  lha  Mayor  of  New  York  for  aflad 
Ing  to  thla  tnpt",  sir,  be  return  Naw  York  la  deeply  In 
lerested.  Tba  present  political  divisions  bava  sorely 
afflicted  her  people.  All  bar  materia]  Interacts  ara 
paraltsed  Her  commercial  greataaf a  Is  sjndangsjrod, 
8b*  la  tba  child  of  the  American  Union.  She  baa 
grown  up  under  Its  maternal  care,  and  been  fostered 
lu  paternal  bounty, and  wa  faar  that  If  tba  Union 
key  of  Naw  York  nay  pariah 


sthbH  T->  T.  n,  tlr-refore.  lieeeo  gn.br  Ih*  f 
ibe  Cnnstliuilon  as  iba  head  of  tha  Cnrfed-  ^ 
i«0.  for  at netsnateM  -/:.-..._*:  i>«la;|sai  •.,..».,... 
Iba  Ststes— oolv  to  ba  accomplished  hy  peaceful  and 
conciliatory  maaua— aided  by  tba  wladom  of  Almighty 
Qod.  ■    ' 

Tba  Mayor,  In  dellverlog  tha  above  address    spoka 
with  an  air  of  great  deliberation 

Mr.  Liucolo    responded  to  tba  Mayor's  addreea  aa 
followa  : 

Mil.    LIKD0LKB    nPBiCTf. 
-V^L-.1!^1"1^  Ii*•"0l^•  °!  a"'1  gratitude 


ssy  purpose  at 
I  given  ids.  al 


Jl  timee  to  preserve  ll 

Again  thanking  yoa    for  Ibe    raceptlo 
ow  ma  to  coma  to  a  doea. 

A i  the  close  uf   Mr     Lincoln's    remarks     the   doors 
sere  thrown  open,  aud  a  large  number  ol  clllaeue  went 


Llnc.lu 


and 


i  Wedneeday  morning. 


akfaet  with  Moeas  II 


A  CATE00RICAL  C0UBTSMIP 
I  sal  on*  night  beside  a  bl 

Th*  Are  waa  oui— aud  a 
A  (■■■  i'i-    name  sruunl  tb»  lamp  did  i  url. 

Making  fktat  shadows  blaudiut  with  each    -\  ■-< 
'Twee  nearly,  twelve  o  cloak,  too,  In  November  , 
She  bad  a  sbawl  oa  also,  I  remember 
Well,  I  bad  baea  lo  see  her  every  ntgbi 

I  ....  thirteen  days,  and  bad  a  U>  eeklug  ■■•■■'■■<■ 
To  pop  tha  queail-to — thinking  all  mwa  right - 

Aud  onos  or  twice  had  mad*  au  awkward  motion 
To  lake  bar   ha\ud,  and  •Lamaaered,  avwl bc4|  and  stut 

Wred, 
Bui,  aomabow,  aotblog  to  the  point  bad  uttered. 

I  thought  thla  ebaare  too  go  „i  now  lo  ba  lost , 

1  bitched  my  cbalr  op  pretty  close  beside  her, 
Draw  a  I  >ag  braath,  and  then  my  i*g*  I  crossed, 

Kent  over    sighed    and  for  Ave  mlnui-s  ayad  bar. 
She  looked  aa  If  aha  knew   wbat  neat  waa  eutu.ug, 
And  with  ber  f-el  Ipan  the  fl.ior  was  druuiulug. 
I  didn't  know  bow  to  bagla,  or  wbero  . 

I  a  -oldn'i  speak- tb*   words    were  always  choking  , 
I  scarce  could  mova— I  seamed  tied  lo  the  chair  ; 

I  hardly  breathed  —  'twas  awfully  provoklaff, 
Tha  perspiration  from  each  >ore  waa  ooalng— 
My  heart  ftnd  brain  thsir  power  seemed  loslag- 
At  leagtb  aa  aged  briadle  tabby  cat 

Cama  purring  ap,  lavltiaf  ma  to  pat  bar 
An  Idea  cam*  electric  Ilka  at  tbat — 

My  thought*  like  summer  clonds  began  to  scatter. 
I  aelasd  on  tabby,  thoagh  a  eeratcb  aba  gnve  me. 
And  said,  "  Ooma,  posa,  aa.  Mary  If  ibe'U  bava  me  " 
1*  was  doae  al  oooo— tbe  murder  now  waa  ont— 

Tha  tblag  waa  all  asplalaad  In  half  a  mlaots  ; 
Sbe  blaabed,  and  turolug  pu*ay  eat  about. 

Said:     "fussy,  tell  htm  yes."     Har  (out   wailnlt! 
Tbe  ooi  tta  I  tho.  saved  ma  mr  co/egorv. 
And  here's  tba  oofasiropbe  of  my  etorj  I 


[..  „1,|r 


great   princlplei 


I  I  . 


very  i 


irly 


r  quite  u 


IlIlD 


iu  regsrd  to  lha  dlfflruUtr-s  that  cotifrout  us,  and  o. 
which  your  honor  has  thought  fit  to  speak  so  appr  . 
pr  aieU  and  I  suppose  |nill/.  I  can  ooty  say,  1  agraa 
with  the  sentiments  expressed  by  ibe  Mayor  lu  mr 
?**"'""  to  tb*  Uul0°  l  hoP«  1  •«  behind  no  man  In 


thai) 


irae  of  oortdnct  la  the  affairs  of 
great  oonfldonea  baa  bean  re. 
i  rare    I  bring  a  heart  devoted 


With  r-gsrd  to  il.r 
tu*  nation,  I  fear  1 
posed  lu  mo  ;  but  I 
to  the  work.  I  am 
-•ver  bring  M  to  consent,  wlUlnglyt  -    -  i    .  ,  t 

iKitmcUon  of  sail  Union,  under -hit  u-t  -,  /  I  fag 
great  commercial  city  of  New  York,  but  i  ,-.  wholg 
country  baa  M-qulrad  lis  greatne.s,  u „,...  M  ba  DM  >■ 
■an  for 'the  vrtsorvstloo  or  the  great  principle  for 
wblrlt  tbe  i.ulou  itself  waa  msde  ;  I  understand  ibe 
-  ■  p  to  he  made  for  the  carrying  of  tha  cargo,  and  so 


UsfIT£D  STATES  STEAM   SL00P-07- WiB 
BROOKLYN 

The  Brooklyn  Is  one  of  oar  f*moug  ahipe, 
und  wo  title  week  prvwnt  our  reaUjVri  with  a 
poTtnUt  of  her,  which  does  do  diahonor  to  her 
fair  proportions  She  had  rtreD  longer  In  com- 
miatdoD  tb.ar.  any  other  of  ber  siator  vegsjcla, 
and  although  not  built  by  Government  cud 
atructort  she  haa  prnred  to  be  ooe  of  the  in  «r*t 
chip*  lo  tho  navy,  and  very  thoro  sh  In  her 
workiisuieblp 

She  wu  built  by  oootnet,  by  i.iol.  A.  Wt  »■ 
tervelt.  Her  dlmenalong  are :  Ivngth  on  deck. 
247  f-  t-t ;  breadth  of  beAm,  43  feet :  .i.-pib  of 
hold.  2"/  1*2  feet  She  meaaaiea  2  000  tuna. 
She  ta  •parred  and  fully  rittfred  and  equipped  aa 
a,  milling  veaswl,  and,  lo  naval  parlant-e,  a*  a 
aloop-of-war.  She  haa  tbe  auxIMAry  power  of 
two  horizontal  direct-acting  and  oondenfing 
CToat-head  rug-lnea,  of  01  Inch  c>  lindt-r  and  33- 
lnch  stroke  of  pUtoo-  bhe  U  armed  with  »ix- 
teen  0  loch  Dahlgrrn  ahell  (runa,  and  two  10- 
Inch  pi  vol  gun*  Although  only  rated  fur  six- 
teen guns,  yet  she  Is  capable  of  cajrylnjr  twen- 
ty-six. and  has  capacity  for  a  correspondlug 
compliment  of  m*rt  and  stores. 

The  Brooklyn  has  served  ber  full  time  (over 
t«m  years)  In  commission,  attached  to  the 
Home  fleet,  and  recently  retained  to  Norfolk. 
Her  officers  at  present  are  :  Captain.  David 
K.rragtit;  Lieut  a  .  James  A.  Ik.  vie.  W.  N. 
JrOers,  Albert  Smith.  Wu  Uiititeil,  Henry  II. 
Adams;  Surgeon,  Wm  Mlnon  ;  Aasiatant-Stir- 
geoit.  James  Leach  ;  Pnnsar,  Thnmaa  H  Look- 
er ;  First  Lieut  Marine*,  0  R  Graham  ;  rhief 
r-nglnecr,  J  Folllnsbee ;  Aarialant  Englocera, 
Deluce,  Jordan,  Brown,  Bmnlts,  White.  Snyder. 
She  Is  now  on  tho  coast  of  Florida  watching  the 
American  Interest  there. 

The  lsst  tidings  wLlch  have  been  received  of 
tbe  Brooklyn  are  contained  In  the  foUowlDg 
extract  from  tbe  Penracola  (eJaaTSaT.  dated  Fort 
Pickens  Feb  11:  Five  United  Mates  veaajels 
were  off  the  harbor,  the  Macedonian,  Brook- 
lyn, Sabine,  Wyandotte  and  St.  Louis.  None 
but  tbe  Wyandotte  entered  the  harbor,  and 
through  her,  communication  was  kept  up  be 
tween  the  fleet  atid  Fort  Pickens,  On  the 
night  of  the  6th.  It  Is  said.  It  was  confidently 
anticipated  that  there  would  be  a  collision  be- 
tween the  Federal  and  State  foroea,  and  a  letter 
to  the  Oolambm  (Qa.)  TYwvj  details  a  series  of 
manoeuvres,  which  happily  proved  unsneoeas- 
ful.  to  get  the  Wyandotte  ashore  by  means  of 
displaying  decoy  light*-  Mo  attempt  to  band 
troops  was  made,  and  tbe  night  paived  quietly. 
The  captain  of  th*  Brroklyn  l«  represented  aa 
having  been  greatly  lucensed  by  tbe  orders 
wnicn  ue  nau  reuei%«tj  tut  tu  .*.j..  M.»  -— v«  ^1 
Fort  Pickens,  as  bis  stores  wete  not  sufficient 
to  last  them  for  any  length  of  lime.  The 
Captain  of  the  Sabine  Is  said  to  have  declared 
th.tt  "  ho  would  not  raise  a  ft  if  of  truce  to  en- 
ter an  American  port— he'd  be  d— d  flrbt." 


.hipc 


VMlC*, 
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Un 
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IB,  and    •ball  csaaa   to  oaUi  cxc«pt  by  tbrow^.  . 
h.ard  lu  rralfbt  aA  easseug^.      U  Sal  a.  »  b  | 


BTBAJHll  ClTOIOi  or  a  W-rt. -A  romantic 
story  is  told  of  M  Duranton,  a  gentleman  en- 
gaged by  England  and  France  to  travel  through 
Africa.  It  lr)  reporU-d  tbat  be  departed  from 
St  Louis,  accorupanied  by  arme«l  slaves,  and 
with  a  Urge  quantity  of  go.  d*  ;  and  that,  hav- 
ing urrlvud  nt  Timbuctoo  he  stopped  at  the 
location  of  a  very  worthy  tribe,  where  he  fell 
In  love  with  tbe  daughter  of  tho  chief.  Tba 
father,  lookluK  upon  the  ,. Hi  ...  as  a  very 
gieat  honor,  gladly  accepted  tho  proposal  of 
marriage  The  ouly  rjSndlUoD  Imp-aarKi  oq  tho 
enamored  rnurlUhvS  fe<-  the  Imud  of  the  fair 
~ie  wa»  I  .  bo  sr--  -'u  ■  In  the  days  of  in. 
.  iUt  i  hiv,.  ._,.  -  lu  uo  lieU  with  any  oth<  r 
cudldaiw,  and  pfJBqni  r  blm.  In  4  trtt>ndly 
wrestling  mstoh.  To  this  our  stnlw.irt  Bnra 
pean  at  once  connrutcd,  and  *<»ou  earned  off 
the prige,  being  victorious  In  the  rrmUwt  Aa 
bla  father-in-law  was  the  paramount  chief  or 
■nvaralgaof  'his  eaten*  vo  and  wealthy  I- Ibe. 
ho  ee  his  fcn-Uvhvv,  bow  bvcAtnt  eligible  for 
ciociloa  N  the  ttuoao,  prcevMed  ho  tilumphod 


in  tbe  great  national  tooirst  of  wrwiiiaa.  wjU 
any  Osaka,   claimant   to  the   aame  raaltnl  ZZi 

U>M         In   UH  »e    OOd  en  DOBtsjfl  *te.  bl#    t,T.,». 


rleasvitais,    and  I   _ 

lac-.vbd    tbe   throne 


jt  f.inh-r 


■sa^naaslaaj 


1'eiirr      | 


ill 


:  Lis 


abewi    ttM-    -,..!,   Crowa    w'. 


aw/csBjj  i.  uik 

•r    e...   -. 

,    Weeks  at/r,   Mr      Ll 

»*r.t    of  aaf'hluj    apprxa'bia/   bran     aud  I  .,*.,« 
|  Urf-ngb  it  w«s  Iggassaamia  t"  arssaaas  -a  a.i.  n_,  a 

■JlsalS  appeu<les»>s  <-f  roeweood       a  fuig  Ia4s  In.  K.r 
j  Calo.  wbo  Uwaaaawfwfl    Mi  v  ruait  to  ber   *•■»,  ^' 

ar-Mrulsl,    SlaSVVSvwa  thai  t,rr     pvliUial  L*«  ,  v  .  _  t 

ad  artourb  n»>r»  digulk*-d  apj»eam«.fsj  asss  win,. 
were  pei  died  oa  I. Is  vlsag*  .  en  aba  wr«n*  I  iw  u,  •  ^ 
•  ffert  lis  at  oocw,  l<a»  a  eeaaioie  saaa.  w>.|  ssj,  tl-t 
and  a*  time  waa  preel'<tii  lie  r*SM|v*4  10  sasaSraaa. 
what  balrprodueuasr  preparation  tbev*  wa*  la  *«,- 
eve  which  SS  ewald  BJjssJ  rouSdtnU*-  'aJI  -^  A* 
C"rdlr;t-  '-  -"•'•>sl  a  lsrt»  I. nf»  ■  K  m^,, 
Otigueui."  U..wd  a*  nviliuf  t>ea>  s  With  u-i.  anra 
ordluery  na*ie  be  aooa  siart*-i  U.e  enas>lj  n  ri„t 
wb'rh  Is  at  (irrHst  iba  tl>em*  <■(  all  rlassWs  of  f*a~, , 
By  adootlos-  (bis  [-l»-.  Mr  i  i .,  .  i  ,  has  to  a  few  -  .  ,, 
so  eheiigeO  bis  eoon'rnenc*  tbat  ail  tha  p-.o   »j  ,  m  L(  ft 

lag  ktsi  •_. 


b.v.  bn 
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i-.i  tba   ho 
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log  after  deat 
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hursibl} 
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bean,  wtilcb  ha4  been  Jr-raed  ont  of  ate  U.dr  was 
fouod  at  a  dl*taoc«  ..f  -<6  f  et  frem  It.  A  genu.  -,, 
wlxi  witnessed  tbe  n'm  sa>  s  ibai  at  Ira*  its  sai»«us 
must  ba*r  t-lap-'d  tr»u.  ll-e  ocrurrence  o'  tbe  ar.ift-^i 
to  the  time  nl  fa  •  »i-ii.r  lha  h-arl,  wbeu  It  »  **  ,<jg 
beatiug  bcavli*  aa  ti  U  .  lug  l  •  disengage  liaelf  frosj  tl* 
ground. 


HERRMAN    BATJER, 

NO    61  WA  ITCR  rSTKKKT.  N.  V.. 

la  lha  earant  for  tba  fullowlng  boo  see,   and  offers  t*  rae 
public     a    complete    aaeorUi**ai,    wltb    tba     ssssiu 
of  bis  bawl  aarvteaa  : 

J.  MEBkf  AN  a  CO.,  Bordaaaa. 
WM    KHKIitKiril  a  CO  ,  Csrata. 
BKlLVr.SAM  DIION   .  Brvsoea 
Ha   raeoaL-asasda    espociall/    tba     While     ead    Kag 
Wines,  from    Maanra.    J      MbKMAN    a    (XJ  ,   frow  tbs 
cbaa.-w*n  Table  W  tow*  to  tn*>  flaoat  bcaaala. 
Ha  Is  aasu  aokt  afwnt  of 
Maaara.  DB  ST.  MARCEAU JC.  Kawlaai 
For  tbsrir  snucb  Us..  .1 

CABTK   NOIBE, 

CAH'  L  BLANCHE, 

TIN  DEM  DAMES  UED  LAC 
Da  baa  on  baod  wow,  and  offers  at  low  prtraa 
100  eaaka  had  aad  Wbho    Bordesuu  Wtssas,  frow  ibs 

boos*  af  J.  MERMAN  A  CO. 
tOO  oa  ka  aanae,  from  U*s  bo*ae  of  WM    rBEUEEJCB 

A  CO. ,  CsOs. 
100  eaaks  Bargnodj  port. 
1,000  bsvkeu  Bordeauk  Wio-botUe* 
1000  baaketa  Bblaa  WlueboiUes 
10.000  demijohns  . 

Alao ,  a  LaVga  aaaoruawnt  of   ] 


BOOKS!  BOOKS!  !         BOOKM!! 

3r  itrLic  lr:'-."-  <**«■*  .id  Panvs. 
J     U.   FARItKLL.   n  ■  -a.riirr 

14  aod   10  Ann  at..  Naw  Tork. 
Boohs  of  aver*  variety,  ctibwr  Foreign  or  i  bsssssssfa. 
faraUbed  oa  epphcsulou. 

Panlee  daalrtog  books  of  any  d-  scrlptloo  by  srad 
Ing  addreea,   poet    paid,  will   racelva    imrne  .lata  ausa 

ttoa 

AU  books,  ftponlag  aad  Paaer  AnleJea  yea  ssar 
aa*  adsantaad,  wl  I  be  rnralsbed  to  or  dee 

Ca>alf>tuee  aeat  oa  a  plkaujoa  Addreaa  J  B 
PAKRELL,  Dealer  lu  Books  aad  Fancy  AntrJsa 
14  ud  In  A'.n  atraet.  Naw  Vork- 


BOOKS,  PKINTS.  TABDH.  Ac  . 
AT  HALF  PRICE 
Ba  sure  aad  send  for    )L'K  CaiUosraa  bet  -re  parraaa 
Ing    al-esihere.     Adr.asU.    WuCAtO.NACO      5kb- 
jevVlllesr*,  M  ... 


FLAXMAN    A.ND  THE   GOLD  MtDAL. 

BV   WALTRR   TlfORNBIRY 

TIE   ART    JOURNAL, 

FOR   FEBRUARY,   PKl^E  Tl  CENTS, 
Contains    Engraving*    from  Newton  s  Picture  of  "The 


Th*  Uierarv  -oniHbutlona  Include  — 

Aj    eaamlnailon  Into  iLe  antl^uliv    ■  1;    -Lis 
cf    Our    ui.-s.r.i    Lord.     Pan  U.     By    ~ 
neaubT      /".—-.  i 
afansrj  -   r..ta.,,«-1i«1    Mats    Usnaa      «      i 

P'aamau  and  ihe  Oold  Kaanst     Uj  ITaBl  lawia 

Rom*    and    her    Works   of    Art.      Part    XL— Tb* 

Capitol.      Br  James  DsffTue        /.{.sCroted. 
Tbe  Pilgrim's  Pn.gr au        IlivUsnlml. 
Flags    if    tng:»uj        Hy    Charles   UouiaH.    kt.  A 


lltm 


or^J 


The    Hudson       -."art    XIII       By  D    J    Loasiaf.     A- 

VlhTI'K     &     CO    . 
__ ^_ 2b  JOHN  8TREKT.  New  Y<-*h 

NKHTOUS    DKBIUTV    o»    M'KRMAlOK- 
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Photograph  from  Vanity  Fair 

^e  Vanity  Fair  cartoon  which  lampooned  Lincoln's  whiskers, 
taken  from  page  126  of  the  Maf.ch  16,  1861  issue.  The  caption 
follows:  "Delusive  Druggist.  —  There's  'is  Heffigy  in  wax, 
Sir,  wlskers  and  all.  Try  one  of  them  pots,  and  in  three 
weeks  you'll  be  as  'airy  and  'ansom  as  'im.w  (meaning 
Lincoln). 
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Pi  mi   N'o.  56     Mr.  Lincoln  Sets  a  Style,  Vanity  Fair,  March  16,  1861 
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(Letter  to  be  boxed,  one  column  wide,  in  three  column  format) 

Westfield,  Chautauqua  Co.,  N.  Y. 

Oct.  15,  1B60. 
Hon*  A.  B.  Lincoln, 
Dear  Sir: 

My  father  haa  Just  come  from  the  fair  and  brought  home 
your  picture  and  Mr.  Hamlin's.  I  am  a  little  girl  only 
11  years  old,  but  want  you  should  be  President  of  the  United 
States  very  much  so  I  hope  you  won't  think  me  very  bold  to 
write  to  such  a  great  man  as  you  are.  Have  you  any  little 
girls  about  as  large  as  I  am,  if  so  give  them  my  love  and 
tell  her  to  write  me,  if  you  cannot  answer  this  Ifctter.  I 
have  got  four  brothers  and  part  of  them  will  vote  for  you 
any  way  and  if  you  will  let  your  whiskers  grow  I  will  try 
and  get  the  rest  of  them  to  vote  for  you,  you  would  14x>k  a 
great  deal  better  for  your  face  is  so  thin.  All  the  ladies 
like  whiskers  and  they  would  tease  their  husbands  to  vote 
for  you  and  then  you  would  be  President.  My  father  is  a 
going  to  vote  for  you  and  if  I  was  a  man  I  would  vote  for  you 
to  but  I  will  try  and  get  every  one  to  vote  for  you  that  I 
can.   I  think  that  rail  fence  around  your  picture  makes  it 
look  very  pretty.  I  have  got  a  little  baby  sister,  she  is 
9  weeks  old  and  is  just  as  cunning  as  can  be.  When  you 
lireot  your  letter  direct  to  Grace  Bedell,  Westfield, 
Chautauqua  County,  New  York.  I  must  not  write  any  more. 
Answer  this  letter  right  off. 

Good  Bye, 

GRACE  BEDELL. 


18  JOURNAL        HERALD 

Monday,  February   12,    1968  Dajion,  Ohio 


Kazor  Here? 


Razor  From  Lincoln's  Office 

.  .  .  Now  owned  b;j  Daytoiuan 


Lincoln  Did  Shave 
-Most  Of  Time 

Abe  Lincoln's  beard  is  one  of  the  best  known  in  American 
history— rivaled  only  perhaps  by  the  beards  of  the  Smith 
brothers. 

But  Lincoln  was  clean  shaven  most  of  his  life  and  only 
began  to  grow  his  famous  beard  after  his  election  in  Novem- 
ber  1SW).    By   the    time   he   arrived   in   Washington    for   his 


(Editorial,  "The  Lincoln  Legacy,''  Page   I) 

March  4,  1861  inauguration  he  had  the  beard. 

Lloyd  Ostendprf,  of  225  Lookout  drive,  Lincoln  scholar, 
author  and  artist,  has  become  owner  of  a  straight  razon 
which  may  have  been  Lincoln's. 

The  razor  was  found  under  the  floor  of  Lincoln's  law  of- 
fiie  when  the  building,  on  Springfield's  public  square  was 
being  renovated. 

Two  Lincoln  scholars  in  Springfield  were  working  with 
the  building  owners  when  they  came  upon  hooks,  nails,  old 
legal  papers  and  the  razor. 

The  building  housed  the  law  office  of  Lincoln  and  his 
partner  Stephen  T.  Logan  from  1841  to  1845.  The  next  year 
Lincoln  was  elected  to  congress  as  a  Whig  and  served  one 
term  from  1847  to  1849.  The  next  time  lie  sought  public  office 
was  in  1858  when  be  lost  a  senate  bid  to  Stephen  Douglas. 

The  razor,  which  shows  the  effects  of  age,  has  a  bone 
handle  with  brass  bards  holding  the  two  pieces  of  bore  to- 
gether, and  a  steel  blade. 

Ostendorf  surmisses  that  Lincoln  may  have  used  the 
razor  at  the  office  now  and  then  before  seeing  an  important 
client  or  before  a  court  appearance.  But  he  admits  he  has 
no  proof  the  razor  was  Lincoln's. 


>  -5  l 

7j  s  I 

3  • ! 


Mr. 

Lincoln's 

Whiskers 


A  full  column  advertisement 
of  Bellingham's  Stimulating 
Onguent  which  appeared  in 
The  New  York  Illustrated 
News  of  March  2,  1861. 
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PRESIDENT  LINCOLN. 
PRESIDENT  LINCOLN. 
PRESIDENT    LINCOLN. 

DID  YOU  SEE  HIS  MUSTACHE) 
DID  YOU  SEE  HIS  MUSTACHE) 
DID    YOU    SEE    HIS  MUSTACHE! 


BELUHOHAM  8    OHOTJIIT 


The    Vanity   Fair   cartoon    -which      SST 
lampooned  Lincoln's  whiskers. 
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A  full  column  advertisement 
of  Bellingham's  Stimulating 
Onguent  which  appeared  in 
The  New  York  Illustrated 
News  of  March  2,  1861. 
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PRESIDENT  LINCOLN. 
PRESIDENT  LINCOLN. 
PRESIDENT   LINCOLN. 

I'lU  Vol'  S8K  HIM' 

DID   YOU   SEE   HIS  MUSTACHE? 

OlD    YOU   SEE   HIS  MUSTACHE? 

DID   YOU   SEE   HIS  MUSTACHE? 

DIU  VOL)  GEE  BI3  WUK&Kbf 
hi;.  YOU  HEB  Ilia  WUhKSs' 
UID  VOU  SEE  HID  WHIbKEflV 
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BELLINGHAM8   ONGUEMT. 


The    Vanity  Fair   cartoon    which      i&^5SWikTfi&CSi£- 
lampooned  Lincoln's  whiskers. 
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Lincoln  Putting 
on  (H)airs 


By 

R.  Gerald  McMurtry,  Director 
The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  the  first  President 
of  the  United  States  to  wear  a  beard,  and  in 
the  late  months  of  1860  and  the  early  months 
of  1861  practically  everybody  was  talking 
about  this  "noble  hirsute  appendage"  which 
the  President-elect  had  affected.  When  Lin- 
coln's beard  first  started  to  grow,  a  newspaper 
reporter  with  a  whimsical  sense  of  humor 
wrote  that  "the  President  was  putting  on 
(h)airs." 

Those  close  to  Lincoln  in  the  Republican 
party  were  quick  to  point  out  that  bearded 
men  of  action  were  now  destined  to  take  over 
the  reigns  of  government  from  clean-shaven 
men  who  dressed  in  broadcloth  and  whose 
chief  attribute  was  oratory.  The  opposition 
press  saw  "something  supremely  ridiculous 
...  in  having  a  President-elect  .  .  .  devote 
his  energies  to  cultivating  whiskers."  Never- 
theless, beards  were  becoming  popular  in  the 
1860's. 

Perhaps  there  were  several  good  reasons 
why  Lincoln  grew  a  beard  while  waiting  to 


assume  office.  Lincoln  had  no  illusions  about 
his  appearance,  but  no  one  knows  for  certain 
that  he  grew  whiskers  to  cover  up  his  home- 
liness. Some  claims  have  been  advanced  that 
influential  political  leaders  in  the  Republican 
party  advised  a  beard  to  give  the  incoming 
President  a  look  of  distinction. 

It  was  eleven  year  old  Grace  Bedell  of  West- 
field,  New  York,  who  forthrightly  broached 
the  subject.  She  wrote  Lincoln,  according  to 
original  documents  in  the  archives  of  the 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation,  that  her 
father  had  brought  Lincoln's  picture  home 
from  the  fair  along  with  that  of  Mr.  Hamlin 
(Lincoln's  vice-presidential  running  mate). 
She  discreetly  pointed  out  in  her  letter  that 
"All  the  ladies  like  whiskers  and  they  would 
tease  their  husbands  to  vote  for  you  ...  if 
you  would  let  your  whiskers  grow."  Grace 
was  convincing.  She  wrote  that  "I  have  got 
four  brothers  and  part  of  them  will  vote  for 
you  anyway  and  if  you  will  let  your  whiskers 
grow  I  will  try  to  get  the  rest  of  them  to  vote 
for  you."  She  continued  that  "You  would  look 
a  great  deal  better  for  your  face  is  so  thin." 
Lincoln's  eleven  year  old  correspondent  as- 
sured Lincoln  that  "My  father  is  going  to 
vote  for  you"  and  she  wrote  that  "if  I  was 
a  man  I  would  vote  for  you  to  but  I  will 
try  to  get  everyone  to  vote  for  you  that  I  can." 

Lincoln  replied  to  Grace  on  October  19, 
1860  that  "As  to  the  whiskers,  having  never 
worn  any,  do  you  not  think  people  would  call 
it  a  piece  of  silly  affection  (sic)  if  I  were 
to   begin  now?" 

Shortly  after  this  correspondence   Lincoln 


let  his  whiskers  grow  and  thereby  made  obso- 
lete all  the  paintings,  lithographs  and  en- 
gravings that  had  been  published  and  widely 
circulated  during  his  1860  presidential  cam- 
paign. Many  people  wondered  how  the  beard 
could  have  grown  so  rapidly  when  they  first 
saw  the  President-elect  on  his  inaugural  tour 
enroute  to  Washington,  D.C. 

To  be  sure,  the  whiskers  stirred  up  much 
ridicule  in  the  contemporary  press.  Even 
Vanity  Fair,  March  16,  1861,  published  a  car- 
toon of  a  bust  of  Lincoln  with  a  beard  ex- 
hibited in  an  "Agency  For  The  Lincoln 
Whiskeropherous."  The  clerk  in  the  cartoon 
advised  his  customer  to  "Try  one  of  these 
pots,  Sir,  and  in  three  weeks  you  will  be 
as  hairy  and  handsome  as  he  is." 

However,  it  was  The  New  York  Illustrated 
News,  dated  March  2,  1861,  that  made  what 
appears  to  be  the  official  announcement  of 
Lincoln's  beard: 

"Now  that  kings,  statesmen,  and  even 
handsome  priests,  whilst  preaching  of  heav- 
enly glories  in  general,  and  of  their  own 
glories  in  particular,  have  adopted  the 
patriarchal  fashion  of  beards  and  whiskers, 
as  their  highest  and  manliest  adornment, 
there  is  no  wonder  that  ambitious  Ameri- 
cans— desirous  of  emulating  such  distin- 
guished company — should  cultivate  their 
'mustaches'   and   'whiskeranders'. 

"Our  good  President-elect,  'Honest  Old 
Abe'  sets  us  a  brave  example  in  this  respect, 
which  all  gentlemen,  beardless  from  prin- 
ciple   hitherto,    would    do    well    to    adopt. 
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'Honest  Abe'  has  cultivated  his  whiskers 
and  looks  as  big  and  handsome  now  as  the 
best  and  greatest  of  his  contemporaries.  We 
have  the  honor  of  presenting  our  readers 
with  the  first  portrait  of  him  taken  with  his 
new  facial  appointments  and  we  hope  all 
patriotic  ladies  will  fall  in  love  with  him." 

This  same  newspaper  ran  a  second  article 
entitled,  "Hirsute  Luxuriance": 

"Everyone  is  talking  about  the  newly- 
grown  whiskers  of  President  Lincoln.  It 
has  become  the  topic  of  the  day.  A  few 
weeks  ago  Mr.  Lincoln's  cheeks  and  chin 
were  innocent  of  anything  approaching  (a) 
beard,  and  looked  as  though  it  was  impos- 
sible to  produce  on  them  the  noble  hirsute 
appendages  of  manhood.  A  young  lady  in 
Buffalo  (Westfield),  who  transferred  his 
portrait  to  her  scrapbook  accidentally  dis- 
covered that  her  political  hero  presented  a 
much  more  dignified  appearance  when 
whiskers  were  penciled  on  his  visage;  so 
she  wrote  him  to  that  effect.  He  at  once, 
like  a  sensible  man,  took  the  hint,  and  as 
time  was  precious,  he  resolved  to  ascertain 
what  hair-producing  preparation  there  was 
in  existence  which  he  could  most  confidently 
call  on.  Accordingly  he  obtained  a  large 
box  of  a  'stimulating  onguent'  known  as 
Bellingham's.  With  this  extraordinary  paste 
he  soon  started  the  manly  adornment  which 
is  at  present  the  theme  of  all  classes  of 
society.  By  adopting  this  plan  Mr.  Lincoln 
has  in  a  few  weeks  so  changed  his  coun- 
tenance that  all  portraits  which  have  been 
treasured  up  as  representing  him  have  to  be 


discarded  as  not  any  longer  likenesses.  Mr. 
Lincoln  in  doing  this  is  wisely  imitating  the 
taste  and  the  practice  of  all  the  truly  great 
men  of  his  era.  We  are  as  a  people  very 
properly  returning  to  the  custom  of  the 
ancients — to  the  example  of  the  Apostles 
and  their  Gracious  Guide; — to  the  fashions 
of  men  in  the  first  and  innocent  ages,  as 
well  as  to  their  boast  in  what  are  styled 
the  heroic  periods.  See  advertisement  on 
the  outside  page." 

There  is  no  evidence  that  Lincoln  used 
Bellingham's  Stimulating  Onguent  in  growing 
his  beard.  In  all  likelihood  the  advertise- 
ment in  The  New  York  Illustrated  News  was 
unauthorized.  However,  the  Horace  L.  Hege- 
man  Company,  the  manufacturers  of  the 
onguent,  made  the  most  of  Lincoln's  beard 
with  advertisements  in  the  above  newspaper, 
the  New  York  Herald  (March  3,  1861)  and 
other  news  media. 

Was  Lincoln's  appearance  improved?  Some 
people  thought  the  beard  implied  responsi- 
bility like  "a  sea-captain  handling  a  ship  in 
a  storm  on  a  starless  night."  Perhaps  the 
whiskers  gave  Lincoln  "a  more  sober  and 
serene  outlook  .  .  .  like  a  serious  farmer 
with  crops  to  look  after,  or  a  church  sexton 
in  charge  of  grave  affairs." 

Regardless  of  whether  or  not  the  beard  im- 
proved Lincoln's  appearance,  the  promoters 
of  Bellingham's  Stimulating  Onguent  had  a 
Madison  Avenue  approach  to  an  unlimited 
market. 
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Left.  An  eleven  year  old  girl,  Grace  Bedell,  sent  this 
letter  to  Mr.  Lincoln  suggesting  that  he  grow  a  beard. 
Below.   Mr.  Lincoln's  reply. 
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The  newspaper  dated  March  2,  1861  which  featured 
Lincoln's  beard  with  a  picture  of  the  President-elect 
entitled,  "Mr.  Lincoln  In  His  New  Facial  Appoint- 
ments" and  a  short  article  bearing  the  same  title. 
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BEARDS 

What  do  they  mean  to  the  beholder 
and  to  the  wearer? 


Why  do  men  grow  beards?  Recent  studies  conducted  by 
graduate  psychologists  at  the  University  of  Chicago  sug- 
gest some  interesting  possibilities. 

In  the  minds  of  many  men  interviewed  by  the  research 
team,  a  beard  signified  a  greater  degree  of  independence 
in  the  wearer,  and  conferred  upon  him  a  higher  personal 
status  in  the  eyes  of  the  beholder.  On  the  other  hand,  a 
bearded  man  was  generally  regarded  as  less  approach- 
able, less  likely  to  be  friendly  and  open. 

Among  women  who  took  part  in  the  same  study, 
equally  revealing  results  were  obtained.  To  most  of  the 
women,  a  bearded  man  was  definitely  more  attractive, 
even  more  virile  than  a  clean-shaven  man.  However,  he 
might  also  be  more  frightening.  Some  women,  putting  it 
another  way,  explained  simply  that  a  bearded  man  made 
them  feel  more  feminine. 

Unquestionably  the  most  celebrated  case  of  beard- 
sprouting  in  history  was  that  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  Above 
left  is  the  beardless  Lincoln,  photographed  on  June  3, 
1860,  shortly  after  his  nomination  as  the  Republican  can- 
didate for  President.  Legend  has  it  that  when  an  11-year- 


old  girl  wrote  to  him  urging  he  grow  a  beard  because 
"all  the  ladies  like  whiskers  and  they  would  tease  their 
husbands  to  vote  for  you"— the  candidate  obliged. 

Whether  or  not  young  Grace  Bedell's  letter  was  the 
decisive  factor,  the  first  known  photograph  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  with  a  beard  — clearly  a  new,  stubbly  one  — was 
taken  in  Chicago  within  six  weeks  of  his  receipt  of  the 
child's  letter.  Not  until  he  departed  for  his  inauguration 
in  Washington  some  two  and  a  half  months  later  did  the 
familiar  full-face  Lincoln  whiskers  appear. 

What  might  be  the  effect  on  the  public,  his  colleagues 
in  the  administration,  and  the  leaders  of  other  nations  if 
Richard  M.  Nixon  were  to  retire  to  Camp  David  for  a 
few  weeks  and  suddenly  reappear  full-bearded? 

With  no  political  ax  to  grind,  the  Editors  of  Time- 
Life  Books  commissioned  an  artist  to  visualize  the  result 
for  a  provocative  picture  essay  on  beards  in  the  forth- 
coming Human  Behavior  series.  Above,  President  Nixon 
as  you  last  saw  him.  Right,  as  he  may  very  well  one  day 
decide  to  look  . . . 
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LincomwesTTieia  visit: 
Eyewitness  Accounts 


Westfield,  N.  Y. 

Dear  Friends, 

This  isn't  the  first  time  I'A-e  scratched 
a  column  idea  alter  T've  typed  the  date- 
line. Other  times  I've  changed  directions 
after  I've  typed  the  date  the  column  will 
appear  and  realize  it  is  the  birthday  of 
one  of  my  children,  my  anniversary,  the 
anniversary  of  the  firing  on  Ft.  Sumter, 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  or  some 
other  once-in-a-lifetime  event. 

So  this  week  Lincoln's  birthday  popped 
up  out  of  the  typewriter.  I  had  read  the 
colorful  News  story  on  Saturday  of  Lin- 
coln and  the  little  girl  in  Westfield,  think- 
ing as  always  what  a  pleasing  incident  it 
was  in  the  sorrowful  life  of  a  President; 
experiencing  again  a  little  thrill  that  the 
incident  had  happened  in  Westfield. 

I  remembered  when  1  first  came 
across  the  story  as  it  was  reported  in  the 
Westfield  Republican.  1  was  writing  an 
Old  Files  column  then  for  the  paper, 
going  back  over  the  old  issues  and  picking 
out  interesting  items  which  had  happened 
10,  25,  50,  75  and  100  years  before. 

It's  a  favorite  comer  in  a  small  weekly- 
newspaper,  where  many  readers  identity 
with  the  events  as  they  are  recalled.  It 
was  February  19151.  The  100-year-old 
papers  were  the  most  interesting  to  scan, 
the  most  difficult  ones  in  which  to  find  a 

local  item. 

•       •       • 

ON  WEDNESDAY,  Feb.  20,  1861.  the 
Lincoln  visit  was  fifth  in  a  list  of  subjects 
addressed  by  the  editor  in  the  column 
"Local,  Literary  and  Miscellaneous." 

—Dr.  Wadsworth  is  at  the  Westfield 
House  today. 

— Mr.  Long,  principal  of  the  Westfield 
Academy,  delivers  a  lecture  at  Hinckley 
Hall  this  evening. 

— Considerable  interest  is  manifested 
in  gas  drilling. 

—By  request  of  the  Philorthian  Soci- 
ety, J.  C.  Long,  AM,  will  deliver  a  poem 
at  Hinckley  Hall,  subject  "Power." 

— The  President-elect  and  suite  ar- 
rived at  Albany  on  Monday.  He  passed 
through  this  place  on  Saturday  at  35 
minutes  past  one  PM.  Some  2000  people 
had  collected  at  the  depot,  and  a  large 
flag  with  an  inscription  welcoming  the 
President-elect  to  the  Empire  State  had 
heen  suspended  near  the  passenger  depot. 
As  the  train  came  to  a  stop,  Lincoln  ap- 
peared on  the  platform  of  the  rear  car, 
and  was  introduced  to  the  crowd  by  Gov. 
Patterson,  and  this  formed  the  signal  for 
cheer  upon  cheer. 

After  quiet  was  restored  he  said  he 
was  proud  to  meet  so  many  of  the  citizens 
of  Chautauqua,  but  excused  himself  from 
making  a  speech  by  saying  that  he  had 
none  to  make,  and  if  he  had  he  was  so 
hoarse  that  he  could  not  deliver  it.  He 
however  continued  with  a  few  good-na- 
tured remarks,  and  put  everybody  in  the 
best  of  humor. 


nomination  he  received  a  letter  from  a  lit- 
tle girl  in  this  place,  making  some  com 
ment  on  his  personal  appearance,  and 
suggesting  that  his  looks  would  be  im- 
proved by  whiskers,  and  that  having  no 
little  girl  to  answer  the  letter,  he  answer- 
ed it  himself,  and  as  the  crowd  could  see 
had  acted  upon  her  suggestion;  and  de- 
sired if  the  little  girl  was  in  the  crowd, 
that  she  would  come  forward. 

The  little  Miss  alluded  to  is  a  daughter 
of  Mr.  Bedell,  a  resident  ol  this  place,  and 
is  some  12  years  of  age.  She  was  soon 
brought  forward,  and  Lincoln  stepped 
from  the  car.  shook  hands  with  her,  kiss- 
ed her,  and  asked  how  she  liked  the  im- 
provements she  advised  him  to  make. 
Everyone  was  feeling  so  well  at  this  time, 
and  there  were  so  many  good-natured  re- 
marks that  our  reporter's  pencil  did  not 
catch  the  reply.  After  bidding  the  little 
Miss  goodby  and  shaking  hands  with  a 
good  many  within  his  reach,  the 
President-elecL  stepped  upon  the  platform 
of  the  car  and  the  train  moved  off,  h* 
bowing  to  the  crowd  as  it  left  the  depot. 

The  President  and  his  suite  have  been 
received  in  every  place  through  which  he 
has  passed  with  the  most  enthusiastic 
demonstrations. 

SO  WENT  the  reporters  account  ol 
the  incident  four  days  after  the  event.  On 
the  day  of  the  event,  Feb.  16,  1861,  a  West 
field  resident  had  entered  in  his  diary: 

"Abraham  Lincoln,  President-elect  ol 
the  United  States  came  through  here  on 
the  R.R.  today  about  2  o'clock.  The  train 
stopped  to  wood  and  water.  He  came  out 
at  the  rear  end  of  the  car  after  three 
cheers  for  Lincoln  and  three  for  the 
Union.  He  was  introduced  to  the  crowd  01 
about  2000  men.  women  and  children  by 
Gov.  Patterson  and  made  a  lew  remarks. 
He  said  he  could  not  make  a  speech  for 
two  reasons;  First  he  was  so  hoarse  he 
could  scarcely  make  a  loud  noise,  the  sec- 
ond reason  was  that  he  had  no  speech  to 
make  and  if  he  had,  it  would  hardly  be 
proper  to  make  it. 

"Seeing  the  large  crowd  of  people  I 
came  out  to  look  at  you  and  I  suppose  you 
came  here  to  look  at  me.  And  from  the 
large  number  of  ladies  I  see  in  the  crowd 
I  think  1  have  much  the  best  of  the 
bargain." 

In  the  diary  there  is  a  second  entry  on 
the  same  day,  in  a  different  handwriting 
which  says: 

"little  Miss  Bedell  had  written  him 
saying  she  didn't  like  the  look  of  his  pic- 
ture and  advising  him  to  let  his  whiskers 
grow,  to  which  he  had  written  a  reply.  Sh* 
was  introduced  to  him  add  he  jumped 
down  from  the  platform  and  kissed  het 
and.  pointing  to  his  whiskers,  said,  "You 
see.  I  have  followed  your  advice." 

It  was  good  this  week  to  go  back  to  the 
original  sources  and  cheek  the  details  CI 
the  little  storv.  It  renews  one's  :,«*m*v»- 
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to  Beard 

The  question  is  a  matter  of  preference 


By  Moira  Bailey 

Staff  writer 

On  this,  Abraham  Lincoln's 
183rd  birthday,  let  us  recall 
the  man  who  was  beardless 
as  a  candidate  and  bearded 
as  president. 

In  this  era  of  presidents  without 
whiskers,  let  us  ask:  What  motivates 
men  to  grow  beards? 

In  Lincoln's  case,  the  facial  hair 
may  have  been  prompted  by  the 
suggestion  of  an  image-savvy  11- 
year-old.  Grace  Bedell,  from 
Westfield,  N.Y.,  wrote  the 
Republican  presidential  nominee 
with  this  letter  in  October  1860: 

"I  have  got  4  brother's  and  part 
of  them  will  vote  for  you  any  way 
and  if  you  will  let  your  whiskers 


The  Madison  Courier,  Madison  Indiana,  Monday,  January  17, 1994,  Page  B7 
FRANK  &  ERNEST®  by  Bob  Thaves 


iA&k 


\  A.  LWCOLN,p/tts 


YOU  WOW  T\\AT  LITTLt  OllL 
'c£Vg£  /  va/HO  $Al\>  YOU  SflOULO 

\    YOU  0UC5HT  TO  H/4l/e 
YOUZ  ZAM  PMCW. 


i 


Lifestyles 


B  SECTION 

Ann  Landers     B2 
Movie  clock     B5 


Television     B7 


Gannett  Suburban  Newspapers/Wednesday,  February  1 2, 1 992 


To  Beard 

or  not 
to  Beard 

The  question  is  a  matter  of  preference 


By  Moira  Bailey 

Staff  writer 

On  this,  Abraham  Lincoln's 
183rd  birthday,  let  us  recall 
the  man  who  was  beardless 
as  a  candidate  and  bearded 
as  president. 

In  this  era  of  presidents  without 
whiskers,  let  us  ask:  What  motivates 
men  to  grow  beards? 

In  Lincoln's  case,  the  facial  hair 
may  have  been  prompted  by  the 
suggestion  of  an  image-savvy  11- 
year-old.  Grace  Bedell,  from 
Westfield,  N.Y.,  wrote  the 
Republican  presidential  nominee 
with  this  letter  in  October  1860: 

"I  have  got  4  brother's  and  part 
of  them  will  vote  for  you  any  way 
and  if  you  will  let  your  whiskers 
grow  I  will  try  and  get  the  rest  of 
them  to  vote  for  you  you  would  look 
a  great  deal  better  for  your  face  is 
so  thin.  All  the  ladies  like  whiskers 
and  they  would  tease  their 
husband's  to  vote  for  you  and  then 
you  would  be  President." 

Lincoln  replied: 

My  dear  little  Miss. 

Your  very  agreeable  letter  of 
the  15th.  is  received. . . 

"As  to  the  whiskers,  having 
never  worn  any,  do  you  not  think 
people  would  call  it  a  piece  of  silly 
affect[at]ion  if  I  were  to  begin  it 
now?" 

But  Lincoln  then  showed  up  in 
Bedell's 
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sporting  a 

beard.  He 

met  his 
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for  his  new 
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Her  letter 

Bob  Leslie  says  his 

and  Lincoln's 

beard  does  not 

reply  are 

Interfere  with  his  work. 

included  in 
"The  Lincoln 

Image  (Charles  Scribner's  Sons, 
1984).  One  of  the  authors  of  that 


Lincoln  Is  said  to  have  grown  his 
beard  at  the  urging  of  a  young  girl. 

book,  Lincoln  scholar  Mark  E. 
Neely  Jr.,  says  the  candidate's 
response  was  indicative  of  "a  very 
canny  politician."  In  classic  Abe 
fashion,  Lincoln  asked  questions 
that  seemed  to  indicate  he'd  do  a 
thing  he  might  not  do  at  all,  Neely 
says. 

But  Neely  also  notes  that 
physical  appearance,  while  not  as 
important  to  voters  then  as  it  is 
today,  mattered  then,  too.  "The 
politicians  were  incredibly  unaware 
of  this,"  says  Neely,  who  wears  a 
mustache. 

Still,  we'll  never  really  know 
why  Lincoln  at  last  grew  a  beard, 
Neely  says. 

Rye  resident  Harold  Holzer,  also 
a  Lincoln  scholar  and  also  an 
author  of  "The  Lincoln  Image," 
notes  Grace  Bedell  wasn't  the  only 
person  who  suggested  Lincoln 
undergo  some  image  alteration. 
"There  is  at  least  one  other  known 
letter,"  says  Holzer,  also  co-editor, 
with  Gov.  Mario  Cuomo,  of  "Lincoln 
on  Democracy  (HarperCollins, 
$24.95).  Lincoln  kept  the  beard, 


During  his  campaign  for  the  presidency,  Abraham  Lincoln  was  clean-shaven. 


although  Holzer  says  it  was  whittled 
away  by  Washington  barbers.  By 
the  time  of  his  assassination, 
Lincoln  "didn't  have  much  more 
than  a  goatee  left,"  says  Holzer. 

A  few  hairy  men 

The  presidential  portraits 
assembled  in  the  "World  Book  of 
America's  Presidents"  indicate 
beards  were  worn  by  Ulysses  S. 
Grant,  Rutherford  B.  Hayes,  James 
A.  Garfield  and  Benjamin  Harrison. 
Presidents  including  Chester 
Arthur,  Theodore  Roosevelt  and 
William  Howard  Taft  were 
mustache  men.  Yet  nary  a  whisker 
has  appeared  on  a  Chief  Executive's 
upper  lip  or  cheeks  in  decades. 

Holzer  thinks  the  1960s  "ruined 
beards  for  politicians." 

Beards  then  meant  "rebellion 
and  promiscuity  and 
demonstrations,  something  out  of 


the  order  of  politics,"  he  says. 

Beards  have  in  recent  years 
became  fashionable  in  stubble 
lengths.  Movie  and  TV  hunk  Don 
Johnson  and  pop  singer  George 
Michael  are  among  those  who  have 
sported  semi-beards.  "I  would  say 
that's  gone,"  says  Jeanne  Troiano, 
owner  of  Jeanne's  Mane  Concern,  a 
styling  salon  in  North  White  Plains 
where  some  of  her  customers  are 
men  with  beards.  "They're  either 
clean-shaven  or  they  have  a  beard." 

Troiano  says  men  grow  beards 
because  they  want  to  look  older, 
more  scholarly  or  because  they 
want  to  cover  nature's  mistakes.  Or 
they  want  to  stand  out.  "I  think  it's 
more  an  identity  or  making  a 
statement,"  she  says,  noting  there 
are  as  many  different  reasons  men 
grow  beards  as  there  are  men. 

"You'll  find  some  fellas  will 

Please  see  BEARD,  B4 
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grow  a  beard  to  compensate  for 
what  they're  losing  on  top,"  she 
says.  Or  for  warmth.  "They'll 
grow  a  beard  for  the  winter,"  she 
said. 

Growing  concerns 

Bob  Leslie,  a  project  manager 
with  AT&T  in  White  Plains,  says 
he  grew  a  beard  because  he'd 
always  wanted  to.  He  knew  the 
beard  went  against  the  corporate 
dress  code,  but  he  doesn't  think 
it  interferes  with  his  work. 

"Everyone's  said  it  looks 
nice,"  he  says. 

Susan  Bixler,  an  Atlanta- 
based  corporate  image  consul- 
tant, nixes  beards  in  the  business 
world  and  wouldn't  recommend 
them  for  politicians,  either. 

"So  much  communication 
comes  from  the  face,  it's  very 
important  that  we  don't  hide 
behind  it,"  she  says.  Her  advice 
to  candidates?  "I  would  say  get 
rid  of  the  facial  hair,"  says  Bixl- 
er. 

But  William  Burton,  Ossining 
town  supervisor,  ran  successfully 
for  the  post  last  fall,  with  a 
beard. 

In  his  case,  Burton  says,  his 
beard  helps  correct  heredity. 

"I  am  afflicted  with  a  Welsh- 
man's disease,  a  circular  face," 
he  says.  "I  wanted  to  do  it  as  a 
cosmetic  thing,  to  lengthen  my 


William 
Burton 


face." 

Several  years  ago,  during  a 
vacation,  Burton  shaved  in  stages 
to  show  his  wife  what  he  looked 
like  without  a 
beard. 

''Back 
went  the 
beard,"  he 
says. 

As  for  the 
effects  of 
whiskers  on 
politics,  Bur- 
ton doesn't 
detect  any. 

"I  find 
that  it  doesn't 
matter,"  he 
says.  "I  don't  think  the  public  is 
in  the  least  concerned  about 
beards." 

And  for  the  final  word  on 
whether  beards  are  fashionable, 
there's  Art  Cooper,  editor  in 
chief  of  Gentleman's  Quarterly. 
Cooper  has  worn  a  beard  since 
the  early  1970s. 

"Today  the  beards  are  short- 
er and  much  neater,"  Cooper 
says.  Beards  need  tending,  at 
least  one  trim  a  week. 

Cooper  disputes  the  notion 
that  beards  indicate  the  wearer 
is  somehow  hiding  something. 
And  that,  he  says,  is  proved  by 
the  man  whose  birthday  we  cele- 
brate today:  "His  name  was  Hon- 
est Abe." 
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7/oe<rs  Bravcs  You  4  Linig  Humor...        { 
No  Jokin' 

,4  ventriloquist  is  working  the  crowd,  having  his  dummy 

make  insulting  remarks  about  how  dumb  the  people  in 
she  audience  are.  Finally,  one  guy  stands  up 
and  yells,  "Hey!  You  there  on  stage!  You  've 
been  making  fun  of  us  all  night  long!  We  're 
not  STUPID,  you  know! "  The  ventriloquist 
says,  "Relax!  They  're  just  jokes! "  and  the  guy 

replies,  "I'm  not  talking  to  YOU!  I'm  talking  to  that 

thing  sitting  on  your  knee! " 

TIDBITS  PRESENTS 

LITTLE-KNOWN  FACTS 

By  Vince  Mcravek 

The  First  Fact 

The  Lewis  &  Clark  expedition  used  everything  at 
their  disposal  to  succeed  in  their  mission.  Their 
journals  are  full  of  instances  where,  when 
confronted  with  a  difficult  decision  (such  as  which 
fork  of  the  river  to  take)  they  would  decide  by  using 
the  familiar  game  of  "Eeny.  meenie,  minie,  moe...." 

Double-Jointed  Tongue  Twisters 

A  newborn  infant  possesses  the  vestigial  tongue 
bones  found  in  ancient  man.  By  the  time  they  begin 

teething,  these  tongue  bones  are  usually  completely 
absorbed.  People  with  the  ability  to  "roll"  their  Rs 
merely  retain  enough  of  a  bony  tongue  joint  to  allow 
more  superior  control.  Few  realize  it,  but  most  can 
actually  "crack"  these  joints  like  popping  a  knuckle 
if  they  squeeze  their  lips  shut  and  try  to  pronounce 
Constantinople"  through  their  nose. 

A  Hairy  Matter 

Abraham  Lincoln  could  not  grow  a  beard.  The 
"beard"  seen  in  old  photographs,  although  woven 
with  his  own  hair  collected  off  his  legs  and  the  back 
of  his  neck,  was,  in  actuality,  a  false  hairpiece. 
Lincoln  believed  a  beard  increased  his  appeal  to 
older  voters. 
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Campaigning  can  mean  a  close  shave 


By  Dirk  Oiin 

It's  time  to  acknowledge  the  truth  behind 
the  virtual  disappearance  of  Jesse  Jackson 
since  the  Democratic  convention. 
Notwithstanding  excuses  about  his  "ultra-liber- 
alism" and  inexperience  in  elected  office,  Jack- 
son has  been  shunned  by  Democratic  power- 
brokers  for  one  reason  and  one  reason  only: 
the  mustache. 

"The  shaved  face  has  become  a  reflection 
of  the  Protestant  ethic,"  says  Roger  Masters,  a 
professor  of  government  at  Dartmouth  Col- 
lege. "Politicians  are  supposed  to  control  na- 
ture in  some  sense,  so  beards  and  mustaches, 
which  imply  a  reluctance  to  control  nature,  are 
now  reserved  for  artisans  or  academics." 

Indeed,  Jackson  is  the  only  contender  of 
recent  memory  to  have  both  a  hairy  lip  and  a 
successful  national  career.  That  a  Democrat 
should  do  so  is  ironic,  for  it  was  the  country's 
first  Republican  presidential  candidate,  John 
C.  Fremont,  from  the  rough  new  state  of 
California,  who  broke  the  beard-barrier  in 
1856. 

It  remained  for  the  next  election  to  spawn 
our  patron  saint  of  facial  hair  Grace  Bedell,  a 
savvy  11-year-old  adviser  to  Abraham  Lincoln, 
provided  the  seminal  inspiration:  "All  the 
ladies  like  whiskers  and  they  would  tease  their 
husbands  to  vote  for  you  and  then  you  would 
be  president."  Even  so,  Lincoln  wisely  waited 
until  after  the  election  to  sprout  his  growth. 

In  the  wake  of  Lincoln's  assassination, 
things  got  out  of  hand.  Martyrdom  of  the 
Whiskered  One  emboldened  such  fuzzy-faced 
extremists  as  War  Secretary  Edwin  Stanton, 
who  nearly  engineered  the  ouster  of  Vice 
President  Andrew  Johnson  as  Lincoln's  suc- 
cessor. Johnson's  clean  cheeks  had  helped 
balance  the  1864  ticket,  and  his  sympathy  for 
strop  and  razor  brought  down  the  wrath  of  the 
newly  empowered  Hispiditionists. 

The  subsequent  election  of  Ulysses  Grant 
ushered  in  a  veritable  one-party  state.  Seven 
chief  executives  in  a  row  bore  facial  hair.  And 
the  first  smooth-skinner  to  emerge,  William 
McKinloy,  was  gunned  down  by  an  .uiarchist 
(read:  long-hair),  which  opened  the  door  to  the 
mustachioed  Teddy  Roosevelt. 


Which  one  of  these  candidates  would  get 


GUEST  COLUMN 

Dirk   Olin   is  a    Washington  political 
writer  who  wears  a  beard. 


Now,  unfortunately,  the  pendulum  has 
swung  as  far  the  other  way.  With  the  advent  of 
the  safety  razor  and  the  departure  of  William 
Howard  Taft,  power  has  come  to  be  projected 
through  an  altered  symbolism  of  personal 
hygiene.  Since  1912,  the  Oval  Office  has  not 
been  gained  by  anyone  bearing  so  much  as 
mutton  chop,  goatee  or  fu  man  chu.  And  it's 
been  40  years  since  either  party  has  even 
nominated  a  facially  hirsute  candidate. 

Harry  Truman's  stunning  1948  defeat  of 
Thomas  Dewey  has  been  attributed  by  more 
than  one  analyst  to  the  Republican  nominee's 
resemblance  to  film  idol  Clark  Gable.  Which  is 
typical:  We're  perfectly  willing  to  be  enter- 
tained by  the  well-whiskered  —  but  God  forbid 
they   should    ever   govern.    Indeed,    the   last 


your  vote  for  president? 

candidate  to  brave  so  little  as  a  5  o'clock 
shadow,  Richard  Nixon,  was  shaved  to  pieces 
by  a  popular  press  that  was  unabashedly 
tonsorial. 

"Today,  facial  hair  is  identified  with  the 
counter-culture,"  says  Masters.  "You  might  see 
a  yuppie  with  a  mustache,  but  rarely  at  the 
highest  level  of  business." 

What's  more,  the  bias  cuts  across  ideologi- 
cal and  party  lines.  Jackson  might  have  been 
undercut,  but  so,  too,  was  Supreme  Court 
nominee  Robert  Bork;  he  would  have  been  the 
first  beard-bearing  justice  since  Charles  Evans 
Hughes. 

All  in  all,  it's  a  sad  commentary  on  the 
Zeitgeist  that  our  nation  shows  so  little 
tolerance  to  those  of  the  hair-faced  per- 
suasion. Californians,  of  course,  have 
shown  visionary  accommodation  in  their 
choice  of  representatives  to  Washington. 
Today  in  the  House,  Ron  Dellum*  and 
Henry  Waxman  keep  alive  the  stylish  spi- 
rit of  former  Sen.  Fremont. 

So  there's  hope.  We  shall  overgrow 


Lincoln   Eccentric  About  Beard. 

In  the  matter  of  beards,  as  in  every- 
thing else,  Abraham  Lincoln  retained 
an  open  mind.  He  was  not  above 
liking  change  for  his  own  sake,  monot- 
ony wearying  him. 

In  1853  Lincoln  wore  a  beard. 

In  1857  and  1858  he  was  beardless. 

During  the  debate  with  Douglas  he 
was  growing  a  beard. 

The  day  after  his  first  nomination 
the  beard  was  gone. 

Portraits  of  1S61,  1863,  and  1864 
show  t!i^'  full  beard,  but  before  1864 
was  ended  the  Lincoln  face  was 
smooth  again.  The  last  portrait, 
made  on  April  9,  1865,  shows  the  fair 
beginning  of  a  beard. 


Lincoln's  Whiskers  Dated 


HISTORIANS    now    have    established 
the  approximate  date  when  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  began  to  grow  whiskers. 

State  Senator  Norman  G.  Flagg,  of 
Illinois,  found  an  old  letter,  written  by 
an  ancestor  while  visiting  Springfield. 
It  said:  "Old  Abe  is  raising  whiskers 
and  is  not  as  ugly  as  he  was."  The 
date  was  Jan.  1,  1861.  midway  between 
the  Civil  War  President's  election  and 
his  inauguration. 


Lincoln's  First  Oil  Portrait  in  Coioroto 

ON  Page  One  of  today's  Coioroto  Section  you  will  find  an  historic  portrait  of  Abraham^ 
Lincoln — his  first  in  oils — which  was  painted  from  life  in  Springfield,  111.,  in  the  Sum- 
mer of  1860,  immediately  after  his  nominatio  n  for  the  Presidency,  and  some  months  before 
he  decided  to  grow  a  beard.      S 


This  bust  length  portrait  of  8 
clean-shaven  Lincoln,  by  Thomas 
Hicks,  -was  purchased  last  Novem- 
ber by  Kennedy  &  Co.,  art  dealers, 
from  Mrs.  Herbert  Shipman,  whose 
family  had  possessed  it  ever  since 
it  was  bought  at  the  artist's  studio 
in  18G1  by  her  grandfather,  the 
late  Edson  Bradley. 

Kennedy  &  Co.,  who  loaned  the 
portrait  to  The  News  for  repro- 
duction in  coioroto,  have  since  sold 
it  to  an  anonymous  buyer. 

Cail  Sandburg,  who,  in  his  six- 
volume  set,  including  "The  Prairie 
Years"  and  "The  War  Years,"  has 
set  forth  a  masterful  biography  of 
the  nation's  sixteenth  President, 
says  that  just  why  Lincoln  grew  a 
beard  no  one  ever  knew.  Even 
thote  closest  to  him  never  heard 
him  explain. 

However,  Mrs.  Grace  Bedell  Bil- 
lings, who  died  in  1936  at  Delphos, 
Kan.,  at  the  age  of  82,  took  full 
credit  for  the  now  famous  whis- 
kers. She  said  that  a  vote  which 
site  wrote  to  the  candidate  when 
the  was  11  year  old — just  a  sho)-t 
while  before  this  portrait  was 
painted — induced  her  hero  to  grow 
c  beard. 


THROUGHOUT  the  first  52  years 
*  of  his  life  Lincoln  had  no  illu- 
sions about  his  homeliness.  There 
are  numerous  anecdotes  in  Sand- 
burg's "The  Prairie  Years"  prov- 
ing that. 

On  one  occasion,  according  to  a 
story  which  is  not  too  well  found- 
ed, a  man,  on  meeting  young  Lin- 
coln, took  out  his  pistol  and  said: 

"I  promised  long  ago  that  if  I 
ever  met  a  man  uglier  than  myself 
I  would  hand  him  this  pistol  and 
tell  him  to  shoot  me." 


To  which  Lincoln,  a  shadow  in 
his  gray  eyes,  answered  solemnly: 

"Well,  if  I  am  uglier  than  you 
are  for  God's  sake  go  ahead  and 
shoot." 

A  Boston  scholar,  after  seeing 
him,  wrote  of  his  "plain  ploughed 
face"  with  its  "lack  of  apparent 
force." 

Another  story  told  of  a  pert  wom- 
an who  said  frankly  to  the  candi- 
date: 

"You're  the  homeliest  man  I 
ever  saw." 

"Yes,  ma'am,  but  I  can't  help 
that,"  Lincoln  answered. 

"No,  I  suppose  not.  But  you 
might  stay  home,"  the  woman 
suggested. 

Whether  or  not  ridicule  such  as 
this  hurt  Lincoln,  no  one  knows, 
nor  can  anyone  be  certain,  aecord- 
j  ing  to  Sandburg,  whether  he  grew 
|  the  whiskers  to  cover  up  his  home- 
liness. Certainly  in  his  earlier  days 
as  a  young  lawyer  he  was  careful 
to  keep  his  linen  spotless  and  his 
boots  blacked.  He  was  equally  par- 
ticular to  see  that  his  barber  left 
no  stubble  on  his  chin. 

At  any  rate,  in  the  Fall  of  1860, 
according  to  Mrs.  Billings,  she 
wrote  to  him,  as  Grace  Bedell,  to 
say  that  she  had  heard  that  her 
brothers  would  vote  for  him  if  he 
grew  a  beard  to  make  him  better 
looking.  Despite  the  chaffing  of 
other  members  of  her  family,  she 
sent  the  letter.  A  few  days  later 
she  got  this  answer: 

Springfield,  111,  Oct.  19,  1860. 
Miss  Grace  Bedell: 
My   Dear   Little   Miss: 
Your  very  agreeable  letter  of 
the  15th  inst.  received. 

1  regret  the  necessity  of  say- 


ing I  have  no  daughter.  I  have, 
though,  three  sons — one  17,  one 
9,  and  one  7  years  old.  They, 
with  their  mother,  constitute  my 
whole  faynily. 

As  to  the  tvhiskers,  never  hav- 
ing worn  any,  do  you  not  think 
that  people  would  call  it  a  piece 
of  silly  affectation  if  I  were  to 
begin  it  now? 

Your  very  sincere  well  wisher, 
A.  LINCOLN. 
*     *     * 

HOWEVER,  it  became  apparent, 
in  January,  1861,  that  Mr. 
Lincoln  was  letting  his  whiskers 
grow.  His  barber  had  shaved  his 
upper  lip  and  cheeks  but  had  left 
a  chin  stubble.  By  February  hair  i 
covered  all  the  area  except  his  up- 
per lip. 

This  rapid  growth  excited  as 
much  ridicule  as  his  plain,  lined 
face  had  done. 

A  cartoon  in  Vanity  Fair  showed 
the  "Agency  for  the  Lincoln 
Whiskeropherous."  A  salesman  is 
assuring  a  potential  client,  "Try 
one  of  them  pots,  and  in  three 
weeks  you'll  be  as  'airy  and  'and- 
some  as  'im."  (Meaning,  of  course, 
Lincoln.) 

Grace,  who  lived  in  Westfield, 
N.  Y.,  at  the  time  she  wrote  to 
Lincoln,  soon  afterward  went  to 
hear  him  make  a  rear  platform 
speech  in  the  town.  She  was  sur- 
prised when  he  said: 

"I  have  a  little  correspondent 
here  of  the  name  of  Grace  Bedell. 
If  she  is  present  I  would  like  to 
have  her  come  forward." 

"Mr.      Lincoln,"      the      related, 
"stepped  from,  the  train  as  he  saw 
me     moving     through     the     crowd. 
Then  he  lifted  a  somewhat  fright- 
ened little  girl  into  his   arms  and 


The  Beard   Was   Ridiculed 

Rapid    growth    of    Mr.    Lincoln*    beard    stirred    up     much    ridicule    in 
contemporary    press.      Above,    a    cartoon    in    "Vanity    Fair." 


kissed  her,  and  passed  his  hands 
over  his  newly  started  beard,  re- 
marking, 'You  sec,  I've  grown 
those  whiskers  far  you,  Grace.'" 

She  never  saw  him  again  but  she 
still  had  his  letter  when  she  died. 
She  was  thoroughly  convinced  that 
it  was  her  letter  which  prompted 
him  to  grow  the  beard. 

But  why  did  he  think,  at  the  age 
of  52,  that  ho  needed  a  beard? 

Sandburg  answers  that  question 
with    a    paragraph    of    his   own    in 


Volume  II  of  "The  Prairie  Years." 
"Would  whiskers  imply  responsi- 
bility, gravity,  a  more  sober  and 
serene  outlook  on  the  phantasma- 
goria of  life?  Perhaps  he  would 
seem  more  like  a  serious  farmer 
with  crops  to  look  after,  or  perhaps 
a  church  sexton  in  charge  of  grave 
affairs.  Or  he  might  have  the  look 
of  a  sea-captain  handling  a  ship  in 
a  storm  on  a  starless  sea.  Anyhow7, 
with  whiskers  or  without,  he  would 
be  about  the  same-sized  target." 


'^y,  .t^afo,, 


Presidential  Nominee  Abe  Lincoln,  at  a.ye  51,  before 
he  grew  his  now  famous  beard  in  November  of  I860. 


■ 


K    '■*.         ■  ..»r>    «^E»* 


^       I. 

■ 


Presidenl  Lincoln  posed  three  years  later,  in  1863; 
portrait  show*  executive  in  a  similar,  informal  pose. 


ELGIN  DAILY  CURIER-NEWS 


FOUND  IN  AN  ATTIC 

ALTON,  111.  —  (IP)--  Historians 
now  have  established  the  approx- 
imate date  when  Abraham  Lincoln 
began   to  grow  his  whiskers. 

State  Sen.  Norman  G.  Flagg  (R- 
Moro)  found  an  old  letter,  written 
by  an  ancestor  while  visiting 
Springfield.  It  said:  "  'Old  Abe'  is 
raising  whiskers  and  is  not  as  ugly 
as  he  was." 

The  date:  Jan.  1,  1861,  midway 


between  the^  Civil  war  President's 
election  and  inauguration. 


)  t    ' 


Origin  of  President  Lincoln's  Beard 

This  "Lincoln"  letter  was  his  answer  to  twelve-year-old  Grace  Bedell,  from  a  small  town  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  making  inquiry  about  his  family,  and  adding  a  postscript,  "I  think,  Mr.  Lincoln,  that  your 
face  would  look  better  with  whiskers."  "A  little  child  shall  lead  them,"  and  soon  thereafter  Mr.  Lincoln 
began  growing  his  beard. 

On  his  way  to  Washington  to  become  President  his  train  stopped  at  that  little  town,  and  after  a  few 
remarks  to  the  people  assembled  at  the  station   to  greet  him,   Mr.   Lincoln  added,  "1  have  a  little  correspon- 
dent in  this  town,  and  I  wonder  if  she  is  here;  her  name  is  Grace  Bedell."     "O  yes,  here  she  is,"  some  one 
called  out.      When    brought  to  the    platform    the    President    elect  kissed    the  little  girl,  and  said,  "You  see,       i 
Miss  Grace,  I  took  your  advice  and  have  grown  a  beard." 


mr 
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THE  PEOPLE'S  CHOICE— This  huge  cloth  campaign  banner,  admired  by  Miss  Betty  May,  left, 
and  Mrs.  Edson  Bailey,  Union-Sun  and  Journal  employes,  pictures  a  beardless  Abraham  Lin- 
coln. It  was  used  in  the  crucial  presidential  election  year  of  1884.  Water  marks  on  the  cloth  indi- 
cate that  it  was  carried  in  outdoor  paradss.  Its  size,  6  feet  by  4  feet  4  inches,  would  also  have 
made  it  suitable  as  a  wall  decoration  in  convention  hails.  The  unknown  painter  was  commis- 
sioned by  the  New  Haven  Decorating  Co.  The  banner,  discovered  in  Monroe  County,  has  been 
in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Florence  Wickham  of  Middleport  for  more  than  15  years.  Tomorrow 
is  the  150th  anniversary  of  Lincoln's  birth.  (US&J   Photo) 
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LINCOLN  GREW 
WHISKERS  AT 
CHILD'S  REQUEST 

Sees     Point     in     Letter     of 
Girl,   11, 


An  eleven-year-old  girl  promoted 
Abraham  Lincoln's  beard  In  the 
midst  of  the  1860  presidential  cam- 
paign and  proof  of  her  success  along 
this  ultra-modern  line  of  endeavor 
may  be  seen  by  any  visitor  to  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  The  little  girl  was 
Grace  Bedell,  whose  home  was 
Westfield,  Chautauqua  County  New 
York. 

The  episode  was  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  writers  who  are 
preparing  articles  on  the  Capital 
for  the  American  Guide,  the  Gov- 
ernment's forthcoming  travel  hand- 
book. 

In  1860,  Lincoln  was  clean-shaven 
and  more  than  a  trifle  gaunt.  None 

I  of  his  masculine  supporters  guessed 
that  his  rather  emaciate^  appear- 

|  ances  would  have  any  effect  on  the 
voters— all  male  in  those  days— but 
the  women  had  a  better  understand- 
ing of  popular  psychology. 

SEWING  CIRCLE  TALK 

Probably    after    having    heard    a 
good  deal  of  talk  on  the  subject  at 
the  sewing  circles  elsewhere  in  her 
village,  Miss  Bedell  wrote  to  Lincoln 
October  15,1860,  the  following  letter  •' 
"Dear    Sir:    My    father    has    just 
come    home    from  j  the    fair    and 
brought  home  your  picture  and  Mr 
Hamlin's.    I   am   a   little   girl   only 
eleven    years    old,    but    want    you 
should,   be  President  of  the  United 
States   very   much   so   I   hope   you 
won't  think  me  very  bold  to  write 
to  such  a   great   man   as   you   are 
Have  you  any  little  girls  about  as 
large  as  I  am?   If  s0  give  them  my 
love  and  tell  her  to  write  me  if  you 
can  not  answer  this  letter. 

"I  have  got  four  brothers  and 
part  of  them  will  vote  for  you  any- 
way and  if  you  will  let  your  whiskers 
grow  I  will  try  and  get  the  rest  of 
.them  to  vote  for  you.  You  would 
look  a  great  deal  better  for  your 
face  is  so  thin.  All  the  ladies  like 
whiskers  and  they  would  tease  their 
husbands  to  vote  for  you  and  then 
you  would  be  President.  My  father 
is  going  to  vote  for  you  and  if  I  was 
a  man  I  would  vote  for  you  to  but 
I  will  try  and  get  everyone  to  vote 
for  you  that  I  can. 

"I  think  that  rail  fence  around 
your  picture  makes  it  look  very 
pretty.  I  have  got  a  little  baby 
sister  she  is  nine  weeks  old  and  is  ' 
Just  as  cunning  as  can  be.  When 
you  answer,  address  your  letter 
direct  to  Grace  Bedell,  Westfield 
onautauqua  County,  New  York 

"I  must  not  write  any  more 
answer  this  letter  right  off.  Good- 
by,  Grace  Bedell."  I 


REPLY  BY  LINCOLN 

Lincoln  saw  the  point  and  started 
Immediately  to  raise  whiskers, 
though  he  felt  rather  ashamed  of 
himself  for  doing  it,  as  is  indicated 
in  the  reply  which  he  sent  his 
youthful  girl  advisor,  October  19: 

"My  dear  little  Miss:  Your  very 
agreeable  letter  of  the  15th  is  re- 
ceived. 

"I  regret  the  necessity  of  saying  I 
have  no  daughters,  I  have  three 
sons— one  seventeen,  one  nine  and 
one  seven  years  of  age.  They,  with 
their  mother,  constitute  my  whole 
family. 

"As  to  the  whiskers,  having  never 
worn  any,  do  you  not  think  people 
would  call  it  a  piece  of  silly  affec- 
tation if  I  were  to  begin  it  now? 
Your  very  sincere  well  wisher,  A. 
Lincoln." 

These  letters  are  on  display  in  a 
little  cabinet  in  the  Lincoln  Museum. 


EPIGRAMS   BY   LINCOLN. 


Lincoln  was  fond  of  illustrating  his 
points,  when  speaking  or  writing,  with 
homely  metaphor  or  simile.  These  fig- 
ures of  speech  were  sometimes  uncouth, 
but  always  strong. 

When  General  Grant  was  accused  of 
intemperance,  the  president  answered, 
"If  I  knew  what  brand  of  whisky  he 
drinks,  I  would  send  a  barrel  or  so  to 
some  other  generals. " 

On  one  occasion,  exasperated  at  the 
discrepancy  between  the  aggregate  of 
troops  forwarded  to  McClellan  and  the 
number  the  same  general  reported  as 
having  received,  Lincoln  exclaimed, 
"Sending  men  to  that  army  is  like  shov- 
eling fleas  across  a  barnyard — half  of 
them  never  get  there.  " 

To  a  politician  who  had  criticised  his 
course  he  wrote,  "Would  you  have  me 
drop  the  war  where  it  is,  or  would  you 
prosecute  it  in  future  with  elder  stalk 
squirts  charged  with  rosewater?" 

When,  on  his  first  arrival  in  Washing- 
ton as  president,  he  found  himself  be- 
sieged by  office  seekers,  while  the  war 
was  breaking  out,  he  said,  "I  feel  like 
a  man  letting  lodgings  at  one  end  of  the- 
house  while  the  other  end  is  on  fire. " 


Why  Lincoln  Grew  a  Beard. 

It  was  by  request  of  a  young  woman 
whom  he  had  never  seen  that  Lincoln 
grew  his  first  beard.  In  1861  he  trav- 
eled from  Springfield  to  Washington  and 
made  a  series  of  speeches.  At  Erie 
Northeast  station  ho  prefaced  his  address 
by  saying  that  a  year  previously  he  had 
received  from  a  young  girl  in  that  placa 
a  letter  asking  him  to  let  his  whiskers 
grow. 

"And  if  that  young  lady  is  present," 
added  the  president,  "I  would  like  to 
ask  her  if  she  will  come  up  and  tell  me 
what  she  thinks  of  the  result,  for  I  have 
followed  her  advice. " 

Amid  the  cheers  of  the  audience  a 
pretty  girl  made  her  way  to  the  plat- 
form and  was  kissed  by  the  president. 
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Shows  Thin  Beard 


A  16-year-old  Itasca  youth  has 
acquired  a  prize  bit  of  Lin- 
colniana— a  picture  of  the  Pres- 
ident as  he  prepared  to  leave 
Springfield  to  enter  the  White 
House. 

Howard  Sigman  Jr.,  of  6N521 
Neva  ter.,  is  proud  of  his  acqui- 
sition, obtained  for  him  by  his 
father  when  a  collection  of  ob- 
jects relating  to  Lincoln  was 
sold.  It  is  the  second  portrait 
taken  of  Lincoln  as  he  was 
growing  his  famous  beard. 

It  was  probably  taken  on  Jan. 
26,  1861,  and  the  photographer 
was  C.  S.  German  of  Springfield. 
Lincoln's  whiskers  had  not  at- 
tained the  luxuriance  which 
they  eventually  did,  but  they 
were  fuller  than  those  shown 
in  his  first  beard  picture,  taken 
by  Samuel  G.  Alschuler  of  Chi- 
cago on  Nov.  25,  1861. 

Suggested   by  Girl 

"A  charming  exchange  of  let- 
ters with  an  11-year-old  girl  pre- 
ceded Lincoln's  decision  to  let 
his  whiskers  grow,  and  the  girl, 
Grace  Bedell,  may  have  influ- 
enced him  to  tak    the  step. 

She  wrote  him  on  Oct.  15, 
1860,  as  follows: 

"I  have  got  four  brothers  and 
part  of  them  will  vote  for  ycu 
any  way  if  you  will  let  your 
whiskers  grow  I  w.T.  try  and 
get  the  rest  of  them  to  vote  for 
you;  you  would  look  a  great 
deal  better  for  your  face  is  so 
thin." 

Lincoln    replied    on    Oct.    19, 1 
from  Springfield: 

"My  Dear  Little  Miss:  Your 
very  agreeable  letter  of  the 
15th  is  received.  I  regret  the 
necessity  of  saying  I  have  no 
daughters.  I  have  three  sons- 
one  seventeen,  one  nine,  and 
one  seven,  years  of  age.  They, 
with  their  mother,  constitute  my 
whole  family. 

Discloses  His  Apprehension 

"As  to  the  whiskers,  having 

never   worn   any,   do   you    not 

think   people   would   call   it   a 

piece  of  silly  affection  [correct] 

i  if  I  were  to  begin  it  now? 

"Your  very  sincere  well  wish- 
er. A.  Lincoln." 

Some  weeks  later,  the  beard 
I  began  to  grow. 


Original  photograph  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  believed  taken  in 
Springfield  in  1861,  which  now 
is  owned  by  Howard  Sigman 
Jr.,  of  Itasca. 


Howard  Sigman  Jr.  holding 
book  on  Lincoln  in  which  a 
reproduction  of  his  photograph 
appears. 


Jfflm' 


One  of  last  pictures  with  no  beard.  Aug.  13. 
1860.    Election  day  approached. 


Mmmmm 

*  iiir- 

■IK 

First  picture  (retouched)  with  beard.  He  had  been 
elected  president,  November,  1860. 


First  photo,   1846.    He  had      Lawyer  and  speechmaker. 
been  elected  to  Congress.      The  Douglas   debates  are 

ended.  Oct.  4,  1859. 


Photo  apparently  reversed. 
Believed  to  have  been 
taken  at  Princeton  at 
Fourth  of  July  address 
1856. 


The  last  picture,  taken 
April  9,  1865.  Five  days 
later  he  was  shot. 


11 -Year -Old  Girl  Requested 
Abe  Lincoln  To  Grow  Beard 


Washington,  Feb.  11  (NANA)— 
Abraham  Lincoln,  whose  bearded 
portrait  thousands  of  school  chil- 
dren today  salute  throughout  the 
nation,  never  would  have  grown 
those  whiskers  if  it  hadn't  been 
ftr  an  11-year-old  schoolgirl. 

In  1860,  shortly  before  the  elec- 
tion, little  Grace  Bedell  of  Chau- 
tauqua County,  New  York,  wrote 
Abe  Lincoln  that  he  was  certain 
to  be  elected  President  if  only  he 
would  "let  his  whiskers  grow." 

"All  the  ladies  like  whiskers 
and  they  would  tease  their  hus- 
bands to  vote  for  you  and  then 
you  would  be  President,"  she 
wrote. 

This  strange  advice  from  the 
11-year-old  girl  was  recalled 
today  by  Congressman  George  A. 
Dondero  (R.,  Mich.),  who  said 
Lincoln  not  only  replied  to  the 
little  girl  but  promptly  let  his 
whiskers  grow. 

ON  THE  WAY  to  his  inaugura- 
tion four  months  later,  Lincoln 
looked  up  the  little  girl  at  West- 
field,  N.Y.,  and,  before  an  as- 
sembled crowd  that  had  gathered 
to  hear  him,  shook  her  hand, 
|  kissed  her  and  said: 

"You  see,  Grace,  I  let  these 
whiskers  grow  for  you,"  and 
pointed  to  his  full-grown  beard. 

The  letters  which  made  Lincoln 
the  first  bearded  President  of  the 
United  States  follow: 

Westfield,    Chautauqua    Co.,    N.Y. 

Oct.  15,  1860. 
Hon.  A.  B.  Lincoln. 
Dear  Sir: 

My  father  has  just  come  from 
the  fair  and  brought  home  your 
picture  and  Mr.  Hamlin's.  I  am  a 
little  girl  only  11  years  old,  but 
want  you  should  be  President  of 
the  United  States  very  much  so  I 
hope  you  won't  think  me  very 
bold  to  write  to  such  a  great  man 
as  you  are.  Have  you  any  little 
girls  about  as  large  as  I  am,  if 
so  give  them  my  love  and  tell  her 
to  write  me,  if  you  cannot  answer 
this  letter.  I  have  got  four  broth- 
ers and  part  of  them  will  vote  for 
you  any  way  and  if  you  will  let 
your  whiskers  grow  I  will  try  and 
get  the  rest  of  them  to  vote  for 
you,  you  would  look  a  great  deal 


I  better  for  your  face  Is  so  thin.  All 
the  ladies  like  whiskers  and  they 
would    tease     their    husbands    to 

j  vote  for  you  and  then  you  would 

j  be    President.      My    father    is    a 

;  going  to  vote  for  you  and  if  I  was 

a  man  I  would  vole  for  you  to  but 

I I  will    try   and   get    every   one   to 
1  vote  for  you  that  I  can.     I  think 

that   rail    fence   around   your   pic- 
ture makes  it  look  very  pretty.    I 
have  got  a  little  baby  sister,  she  is 
9  weeks  old  and  is  just  as  cunning 
I  as  can  be.    When  you  direct  your 
letter     direct     to     Grace     Bedell, 
Westfield,      Chautauqua     County, 
New  York.     I  must  not  write  any 
more.  Answer  this  letter  right  off. 
Good  Bye, 
GRACE   BEDELL. 

AND  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  an- 
swered "right  off"  and  said: 
PRIVATE. 

Springfield,  111. 
Oct.  19,  1860. 
Miss  Grace  Bedell. 
My  Dear  Little  Miss: 

Your   very    agreeable    letter    of 

the  15th  is  received.     I  regret  the 

necessity    of    saying    I    have    no 

daughter.      I    have    three    sons — 

I  one  17,  one  9  and  one  7  years  of 

|  age.      They,    with    their    mother, 

:  constitute  my  whole  family. 

As     to     the     whiskers,     having 

|  never  worn  any,  do  you  not  think 

people    would    call    it    a    piece    of 

silly  affection  if  I  were  to  begin 

it  now? 

Your  very  sincere  well  wisher, 
A.   LINCOLN. 
Mrs.  Grace  Bedell   Billings  died 
on  election  night,  1936,  at  Delphos, 
Kas.,  at  the  age  of  86. 


The  Detroit  News  says  that  when 
Lincoln  was  elected  President  he  did  not 
enjoy  the  great  reverence  in  which  he 
was  later  held,  and  confirms  this  fact 
with  an  account  of  his  visit  to  New 
York  City  as  President-elect  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1861. 

The  only  newspaper  allusion  to  him 

as   President  on   this  visit  was  in   a 

patent  medicine  advertisement,  which 

read,  in  the  repetition   style   then   so 

much  in  vogue: 

President   Lincoln ! 

President   Lincoln ! 

President   Lincoln  ! 

Did  you  see  him? 

Did  you  see  him? 

r>id  you  see  him? 

Did    you    see    his    whiskers? 

Did    you    see    his    whiskers? 

Did    you    see    his    whiskers? 

Raised   in  six  weeks  by  the 

use  of  Bellingham's  Ungent. 

Advertisers  always  have  been  more 
enterprising  than  editors,  but  it  must 
have  taken  some  nerve  to  beard  a 
President  in  an  advertisement,  even  in 
1861! 

He  might  not  choose  to  stand  for  it. 


I'OR  T  H  t;  . 
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ONGtUENT 


WHY  LINCOLN 

WORE  WHISKERS 


Little  Girl  Wrote  to  Him,  Suggesting 

He  Changed  Hia  Facial  Appearance 

and  He  Responded  Kindly. 


SHE  HAS  LETTERS  TO  PROVE  IT 


Pursuant  with  the  Biblical  injunc- 
tion, "a  little  child  shall  lead  them," 
Abraham  Lincoln  grew  a  beard  be- 
cause a  girl  of  eleven  asked  him. 
The  girl  was  Grace  Bedell,  now  Mrs. 
George  N.  Billings,  of  Delphos,  Kan. 
, She  has  letters  and  documents  to 
prove  her  role  as  "godmother  to 
Lincoln's  whiskers,"  and,  in  addition, 
photographs  of  the  martyred  Presi- 
dent, "before  and  after,"  in  substan- 
tiation. 

It  was  In  Westville,  N.  Y.,  in  1860, 
that  as  a  child  she  saw  Lincoln,  then 
making  his  campaign  as  Republican 
nominee  for  President.  Poster  pla- 
cards on  fences  in  the  neighborhood 
announced  his  coming,  and  when  the 
future  Mrs.  Billings  saw  these  pic- 
tures of  the  candidate  she  felt  sorry 
for  him. 

"I  distinctly  remember  how  I 
stood  before  the  posters  and  I  felt 
iBorry  for  any  one  who  looked  so 
homely,"  she  said  recently.  "I 
thought  how  much  better  looking  he 
.would  be  with  a  beard.  Of  course, 
I  couldn't  see  in  his  face  then  what 
I  do  now. 

"After  a  great  deal  of  worry  and, 
much  trepidation  I  decided  to  write 
Mr.  Lincoln  a  letter. 

"I  promised  that  if  he  would  grant 
me  this  favor  and  grow  a  beard,  I 
would  Induce  my  two  big  brothers, 
who  were  Democrats,  to  vote  for  j 
him.  Determined  to  have  a  reply, 
I  but  fearing  Mr.  Lincoln  would  be  too 
1  busy  to  write  to  poor  little  me,  I 
suggested  that  he  might  have  his  11  - 
tie  daughter  communicate  with  me." 
But  Lincoln  wrote  himself.  And 
here  is  the  text  of  his  letter:  "I  re- 
gret the  necessity  of  saying  that  I 
have  no  daughter.  I  have  three 
sons,  one  seventeen,  one  nine  and 
one  sev^n  years  of  age.  These, 
with  their  mother,  constitute  my  | 
whole  family." 

Some  time  later,  when  the  Presi- 
dential train,  on  its  way  to  Wash- 
ington, stopped  at  a  station  in  west- 
ern New  York,  the  successful  candi- 
date recalled  it  was  there  his  little 
friend  lived.  She  was  among  those 
thronging  the  platform,  and,  beckon-v 
ing  to  her,  he  stooped  down,  kissed 
her,  and  said: 

"You  see,  Grace,  I  let  these  whisk- 
I  era  grow  for  you." 

■  ■!  a  ii    . 
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Lincoln's  Letter  to  a  Little  Girl 

AMONG  the  stories  that  never  fail  to 
please  the  patriotic  American  boys 
and  girls  is  one  of  the  "President  of 
the  Imited  States  carrying  a  trunk  on 
his  shoulder  to  the  depot,  for  a  little 
girl  whom  the  cab  driver  had  for- 
gotten and  who  was  about  to  miss  her  train. 

Another  equally  pleasing  is  that  of  this  same 
great  statesman.  Abraham  Lincoln,  letting  his 
whiskers  grow  to  please  a  child  who  wrote  asking 
him  to  do  so,  suggesting  that  she  thought  that 
he  would  be  better  looking. 

Kecently  visiting  a  friend  in  Delphos,  a  small 
town  in  central  Kansas,  I  was  very  much  inter- 
ested When  my  hostess  told  me  that  Grace  Bedell 
who  wrote  this  letter,  lived  hi  Delphos,  the  wife 
of  Mr.  Billinger,  the  banker  of  that  town,  and 
that  Mr.  Lincoln's  reply  was  still  in  her  posses- 
sion. 

So,  before  leaving,  I  went  to  see  this  lady, 
honing  that  she  would  show  the  letter  to  me,  so 
that  I  could  tell  ah  the  boys  and  girls  about  it 
who  read  the  children's  page. 

Mrs.  Billinger  was  very  courteous  and  answered 
all  my  questions  as  politely  as  if  I  had  been  the 
first  person  that  had  visited  her  home  on  tils 
mission,  although  i  was  told  that  hundreds  of 
people  call  on  her  every  year. 

It  was  during  Mr.  Lincoln's  first  campaign  she 
told  me,  that,  when  a  child  of  twelve  years,  her 
father,  a  radical  Republican,  brought  her  a  picture 
of  his  favorite  candidate.  It  was  a  coarse  ex- 
aggeration, of  a  type  common  at  that  time,  and 
certainly  anything   but   handsome. 

Two  Democratic  brothers  twitted  her  unmerci- 
fully on  the  homely  face  of  her  choice  for  the 
presidency. 

"I  was  both  grieved  and  annoyed,"  says  Mrs. 
Billinger,  "so  I  finally  decided  to  write  to  Mr. 
Lincoln  and  tell  him  that  I  thought  that  he  would 
be  better  looking  if  he  would  let  his  whiskers 
grow.  Adding  that  if  he  would  do  so  I  would  try 
to  induce  my  two  brothers  to  vote  for  him.  Can 
you  imagine  anything  more  ridiculous?"  laughed 
this  lady  pleasantly.  "Then,  thinking  that  he 
would  have  no  time  to  bother  with  me,  I  told 
him  to  let  his  little  girl  answer  my  letter.  My 
triumph,  on  receiving  a  reply  in  Mr.  Lincoln's 
own  hand,  knew  no  bounds.  But  this  was  not  all. 
When,  as  president-elect,  he  passed  through  our 
home  town,  on  his  way  to  the  inauguration,  he 
asked  a  man  who  accompanied  him,  whose  home 
was  also  at  Westfleld,  if  he  knew  our  family.  He 
told  of  my  letter  and  said  it  was  so  different  from 
the  multitude  of  letters  that  came  to  him  daily —  ' 
asking  for  office  or  threatening  assassination— ~that 
it  was  a  real  pleasure  to  receive  it. 

"Mr.  Lincoln  made  a  short  speech  at  Westfleld 
and  at  its  conclusion,  he  said  that  he  had  a  little 
friend  in  the  town  and  asked  for  me.  Of  course 
there  was  a  great  crowd  present  but  kind  friends 
helped  me  through  the  multitude  and  lifted  me  on 
to  the  platform. 

"Mr.  Lincoln,  touching  his  whiskers,  said  :  'You 
see,  I  am  wearing  these  for  you  Grace.'  Then  he 
shook  aiy  baud,  heartily  and  kissed  me." 

Mrs.  Billinger  also  told  me  that  so  many  people 
had  requested  to  see  the  letter  that  it  was  in  dan- 
ger of  ut'ter  destruction.  So  she  had  had  it 
framed  and  hung  in  the  window  of  her  husband's 
bank,  in  full  view  of  the  public,  so  that  all  who 
wished  might  see  it. 

"Did  you  succeed  in  inducing  your  brothers  to 
vote  for  your  candidate':''  I  asked  as  I  was  leav- 
ing. 

Mrs.    Billinger    laughed    pleasantly. 

"No.  I  did  not."  she  replied,  "but  you  may  be 
sure  in  after  years  they  wished  that  they  had.  So 
I  had  ui>  revenge  after  all." 

We  touud  the  much  sought  souvenir,  whither  we 
had  been  directed,  in  the  bank  window.  Of  course 
I  made  a  copy  oi  the  letter  to  show  my  boys 
and  girls.     Here  it  is  : 

"Spiu.vufield,  III.,  Oct.  ID,  1860. 
"Miss  Grace  Bedell: 

"My  dear  Little  Miss  : — Your  very  agree- 
able letter  of  the  fifteenth  is  received.  I  re- 
gret the  necessity  of  saying  I  have  no  daugh- 
ter. 1  have /three  sons,  one  seventeen,  one 
nine,  and  one  seven  years  of  age.  They,  with 
their  mother,  constitute  my  whole  family.  As 
to  the  whiskers,  having  never  worn  them,  do 
you  not  think  people  would  call  it  a  piece 
of  silly  affectation  if  I  should  begin  now? 
"Your   very   sincere   well-wisher, 

"A.  Lincoln." 


Cv 


